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Dempsey:
Bergdahl
could be
charged

By JoN HARPER
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — Army Sgt.
Bowe Bergdahl could face pun-
ishment if he deserted his unit,
the top U.S. military officer sug-
gested Tuesday.

“As for the circumstances of his
capture ... we'll learn the facts,”
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of
Staff Gen. Martin Dempsey said
in a statement on his Facebook
page. “Our Army’s leaders will
not look away from misconduct if
it occurred.”

On Saturday, the White House
announced that it had released
five detainees from the mili-
tary prison at Guantanamo Bay,
e Cuba, in ex-
change for
the Taliban’s
release  of
Bergdahl,
who was
being held by
the militants
following
his capture
3 in Afghani-

Bergda stan in 2009.
hi President
Barack Obama appeared in the
Rose Garden next to Bergdahl’s
parents to celebrate his release.

In remarks made in Poland on
Tuesday, Obama defended his
decision:

“The United States has always
had a pretty sacred rule, and
that is: we don’t leave our men
or women in uniform behind,”
Obama said during the first stop
of a four-day European trip.

Asked about the circumstanc-
es of Bergdahl!’s capture, Obama
said that no one was debriefing
him yet and that it did not change
the responsibility to try to recov-
er him.

“Regardless of circumstances,

those cir
may turn out to be, we still get
an American prisoner back,” he
said.

“Period. Full stop. We don’t
condition that.”

But rather than being wel-
comed home, some are calling
for Bergdahl to be prosecuted
for desertion or other violations
of the Uniform Code of Military
Justice. Under the UCMJ, deser-
tion in wartime can carry the
death penalty.

SEE BERGDAHL ON PAGE 4

EUROPEAN
REASSURANGE

Obama touts $1B plan to boost US military presence in eastern countries

By JoHN VANDIVER
Stars and Stripes

STUTTGART, Germany
resident Barack Obama announced
Tuesday that he will seek $1 billion
to boost the U.S. military presence in
eastern Europe as part of an effort to

reassure and train allies rattled by recent Rus-
sian aggression in the region.

In addition, the U.S. will be moving more
military hardware to the region, Obama said.

“Under this effort, and with the support of
Congress, the United States will preposition
more equipment in Europe,” Obama said dur-
ing a news conference in Warsaw, Poland.

The “European Reassurance Initiative” calls
for an intensified rotational mission in Eastern
Europe, where the U.S. has already stepped
up the presence of warships in the Black Sea
as well as fighters and other aircraft over the
Baltic states and ground troops throughout the

region. The initiative, which requires congres-
sional approval, also calls for more security
cooperation with non-NATO allies such as
Georgia and Moldova, two countries that have
been at odds with Moscow.

Poland, which has been in the forefront
of those nations calling for a more robust
response to Russia, is likely to welcome
Obama’s request for additional defense fund-
ing. But not all of its partners share Warsaw’s
sense of urgency when it comes to Russia,
and most have been slashing their defense
spending rather than boosting it.

Prepositioning more equipment in Europe
could be a precursor to a plan to ramp up the
readiness of NATO’s Response Force, which
includes troops from a Texas-based Army

brigade and thousands of troops from
= other member states.

SEE PLAN ON PAGE 2

“Under this
effort, and with
the support of
Congress, the
United States
will preposition
more equipment
in Europe.”

President
Barack Obama

‘These efforts
will not come at
the expense of
other defense
priorities,

such as our
commitment to
the Asia Pacific
rebalance. 7

White House
statement
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“I used Tinder before |
found out about Hinge and
it was creep central. ... |
used it for a few months
but instead of looking for
someone, it was more
like a funny joke.”

—Melissa Ellard, 23, who uses
Hinge and said she wouldn't have

gone on a date in the past six
months were it not for the app

See story on Page 15
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EUROPE

Plan: Unclear
how boost meshs
with the current
drawdown plan

FROM FRONT PAGE

Top U.S. and NATO military
commander Gen. Philip Breed-
love has stated that the force
should be transformed to meet
current threats, but that “readi-
ness isn’t free.” So far, the force
has been used mainly for training
events, but Breedlove has em-
phasized the need to bolster the
unit’s ability to mobilize on short
notice.

At the same time, the U.S. con-
tinues to analyze its force struc-
ture in Europe.

“In addition to this initiative,
we are reviewing our force pres-
ence in Europe in light of the new
security challenges on the con-
tinent,” the White House stated.
“These efforts will not come at
the expense of other defense pri-
orities, such as our commitment
to the Asia Pacific rebalance.”

For the Pentagon, the challenge
is balancing competing needs at a
time of limited resources. While
the U.S. wants to reassure allies,
it also is working on a plan to
close and consolidate more bases
in Europe. Those plans continue
to move forward in seeming con-
tradiction to efforts aimed at re-
assuring allies.

By beefing up the rotational
presence and increasing exer-
cises, the U.S. could be seeking a
way to make up the difference.

John Deni, a professor at the
U.S. Army War College, said
more rotational forces could boost
readiness and the military’s abil-
ity to partner with allies, but that
such a program will be efficient
only if rotations are over a long
duration.

“We do need to be more re-
sponsive. So how do you do that
in a more cost effective way? It’s
not cost-effective to move fami-
lies [over to Europe],” Deni said.
“Deploying rotational forces can
be, but it needs to be over 11 or 12
months to avoid enormous trans-
portation costs.”

What isn’t yet clear is how
much other nations will be will-
ing to spend to ensure allies are
able to more rapidly respond to
crises.

“Everyone has the capacity to

All US Military, DOD & DOD Contractors Eligible
Serving: N. Africa - Middle East - Japan - Okinawa - Korea

President Barack Obama, left, and Polish F

Auk KepLicz/AP
i stand in front of an F-16

jet fighter as they speak to the press at the miilitary airport in Warsaw, Poland, on Tuesday. Obama
announced that he will seek $1 billion to boost the U.S. military presence in Eastern Europe.

do their fair share, to do a pro-
portional amount to make sure
we have the resources, the plan-
ning, the integration, the training
in order to be effective,” Obama
said.

A long-term plan to ramp up
NATO’s military readiness is un-
derway, but political consensus
on the details isn’t likely until
alliance heads of state assemble
for September’s summit in Wales,
NATO?’s top official said Tuesday.

The crisis in Ukraine — along
with a range of other threats, in-
cluding terrorism, piracy and
cybercrime — means the 28-na-
tion alliance must adapt, NATO
Secretary-General Anders Fogh
Rasmussen said.

“So we need to make NATO
fitter, faster and more flexible,”
Rasmussen said at the start of
two days of talks with defense
ministers in Brussels. "We will
do that through a readiness action
plan. To make sure our forces are
even more responsive, with the
right capabilities, the right train-
ing and the right resources. This
work is already ongoing, but the
crisis makes it more urgent.”

When heads of state from all
NATO members meet in Wales in
September, Russian aggression
around Ukraine is sure to domi-
nate events even as the alliance
prepares for a post-combat mis-
sion in Afghanistan.

Tensions between the west and
Russia are at their highest since

www.militarysalesvolvo.com
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the end of the Cold War more than
20 years ago. For its part, the U.S.
has signaled that it aims to boost
its presence in Europe, at least on
a rotational basis, as evidenced
by Obama’s plan to seek $1 billion
from Congress.

Rasmussen credited the U.S.
with taking a lead in ongoing ef-
forts to reassure allies in the east
through a series of exercises in
the Baltics and Poland.

“The U.S. has reacted swiftly
after Russia’s illegal military ac-
tions in Ukraine. And I appreciate
that other allies have followed,”
Rasmussen said.

i also

1518

r

Pat Carr/MCT

condemned Tuesday’s presi-
dential election in Syria, which
he characterized as a farce that
“doesn’t fulfill international stan-
dards for free, fair, transparent
elections.”

“I’'m sure no ally will recognize
the outcome of these so-called
elections,” Rasmussen said.

Anti-missile Patriot batter-
ies from three NATO member
states continue to operate in
southern Turkey to protect Turk-
ish airspace from any potential
incursion from Syria. The U.S.,
Netherlands and Germany have
been contributors to the mission.

andiver.j ipes.com
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Recommendations
for Europe base
closures pending

By JoHN VANDIVER
Stars and Stripes

STUTTGART, Germany —
Recommendations for more base
closures and consolidations in Eu-
rope will be submitted to Defense
Secretary Chuck Hagel in a mat-
ter of weeks as part of an ongoing
effort to shed unneeded facilities
on the continent, according to the
Defense Department.

Last month, the Pentagon an-
nounced it will close 21 outdated
facilities in Europe — mainly
housing and recreation complexes
— for an annual savings of $60
million. But that is just the start,
with the next round of closures ex-
pected to take aim at actual mili-
tary installations as part of the
European Infrastructure Consoli-
dation review — a “BRAC-like”
analysis launched more than a
year ago.

The primary “capacity analy-
sis,” which involves recommenda-
tions from each service on ways to

in Europe, is
to be on Hagel’s desk within two
months, if not earlier, according to
a Defense Department official.

The study, which began well be-
fore Russia’s recent intervention
in Ukraine, comes at an awkward
time for the military. On the one
hand, the Pentagon wants to find
efficiencies and demonstrate to
Congress a willingness to down-
size overseas. Lawmakers have
long asserted that Europe bases
should be cut before even discuss-
ing the possibility of unpopular
base closures on U.S. soil. At the
same time, Russxas actions in

lies contend with what Gen. Philip
Breedlove, the top U.S. command-
er in Europe, has called a new se-
curity paradigm on the continent.

“The events in Ukraine have
changed the assumptions un-
derlying European
Breedlove, NATO’s supreme al-
lied commander, said last month.
“NATO must undergo a strategic
adaptation to address Russia’s use
of snap exercises, cyberactivities
and covert operations to achieve
their state objectives. With this
fundamental change is our se-
curity environment, we must
transform.”

Russia’s annexation of Crimea
has been a source of particular
angst in former Warsaw Pact
states — particularly in Poland,
where leaders have indicated a
desire for a permanent U.S. pres-
ence in the country. Breedlove
said NATO shouldn’t rule out po-
sitioning forces in eastern Europe
in an effort to realign alliance
military power closer to potential
hot spots.

However, a budget-challenged
Pentagon is faced with the diffi-
cult, and perhaps contradictory,
task of showing a renewed com-
mitment to European security in
the face of a more assertive Russia
while simultaneously shrinking
the size of its footprint in Europe.

John Deni, a professor at the
U.S. Army War College and ex-
pert on the military mission in
Europe, says the U.S. should be
cautious about giving up too much
real estate in connection with any
base realignment.

“There might be some room for

Ukraine have down-
sizing plans as the U.S. and its al-

lidation, but that needs to be
weighed against the fact that we

Apam L. Maruis/Stars and Stripes

The Department of Defense would close RAF Alconbury, shown above, if given funding by Congress to
build an intelligence center at RAF Croughton. Congress is waiting to lund the center until the European
review of miilitary bases is complete.

diminish our strategic flexibility,”
Deni said. “Once we close a facil-

ity, we
r's are _neve_r
There might %:tctﬁﬂing
still be some e have
room for no way of
consolidation, f:gd‘c\;k'la,
but that future
needs to [Tlg;i
be weighed  be  and
against the ;’l:lerxeleed
fact that we  them. 1
diminish our  there o
strategic Pl
flexibility. 7 dation it
John Deni v&gll tl})é
U.S. Army War margins
College professor of what
we have
left.”

An increased reliance on rota-
tional forces in Europe could be
one way to offset a smaller perma-
nent forward presence or reduced

network of bases. On May 27, the
White House announced that
President Barack Obama would
seek $1 billion from Congress for
a new “European Reassurance
Initiative,” which would aim to in-
crease troop rotations on the con-
tinent and help train allies.

Meanwhile, it will likely be
several months before final deci-
sions on the base structure are
announced publicly, given a bu-
reaucratic process that involves
coordination with respective host
nations.

But there are already some in-
dications of the direction DOD
wants to go in areas of closure and
consolidation. For instance, the
department’s 2015 budget request
includes funding for a new intel-
ligence center at RAF Croughton,
England — a move that would
result in the closure of both RAF
Alconbury and RAF Molesworth,
according to budget documents.
Those plans are on hold by Con-
gress pending the conclusion of the
Pentagon’s consolidation review.

Others areas likely to be scruti-
nized are Army bases in Germa-

ny, which still account for most of
the military footprint in Europe.
Two garrisons — one in Schwein-
furt and one in Bamberg — are al-
ready slated to close in the coming
year. The U.S. Army’s Baumhold-
er garrison, which over the years
has frequently been mentioned as
a place for potential closure, could
get a second look.

But while much remains un-
known about the future base map
in Europe, advocates for a strong
forward presence in Europe say
recent Russian aggression should
be an argument against sweeping
cuts and closures.

“For those that think we’ve cut
enough from Europe, the timing
is obviously helpful,” Deni said.“It
makes sense to really take stock of
where we are with the remaining
force structure and infrastruc-
ture, but in the past, I think a lot
of this has been budget-driven and
not strategy-driven. I think this
(crisis with Russia) reminds us
we're still going to retain a strate-
gic interest in Europe.”

vandiver.john@stripes.com

AFN awaits FIFA clearance to broadcast World Cup

By HENDRICK SIMOES
Stars and Stripes

American Forces Network officials are
once again doing some last-minute scram-
bling to secure the broadcast rights to tele-
vise the World Cup soccer tournament.

The World Cup starts June 12 in Brazil,
with the U.S. playing its opening match
against Ghana June 16. Whether U.S.
troops from Portugal to Okinawa will be
able to watch the games on AFN is still up
in the air, and that’s not sitting well with
many viewers.

AFN officials are telling curious viewers
simply that AFN is working “diligently to
acquire broadcast rights.”

But on AFN’s Facebook page, anxious
fans have given the network a yellow card.

“AFN, I know you are working diligently
to get the rights to broadcast World Cup
2014. But could you please let us know how
long it will take to make the decision?”
posted Ram Bhattarai a U.S. sailor sta-
tioned in Japan.

Inanemail response to Stars and Stripes,

‘AF N, 1 know you are working diligently to get the rights
to broadcast World Cup 2014. But could you please let
us know how long it will take to make a decision??

Ram Bhattarai
U.S. sailor stationed in Japan in online post

ESPN said it had granted AFN permission
to use its feed. However, AFN still needs to
get full clearance from FIFA, the interna-
tional soccer football governing authority,
before it can broadcast the matches.

The entire process started two years
ago and is now in its final phase, said AFN
officials.

“When it comes to getting the rights to
the World Cup, the AFN Broadcast Cen-
ter first goes to FIFA to determine which
countries have the exclusive rights to air
the matches in their country. AFN then
goes to the individual rights holders in any
country where AFN is seen, and asks them

to waive their exclusive rights for AFN to
be able to broadcast the matches to the
U.S. military audience stationed overseas.
Once AFN gets the waivers from these
countries, our last step is to go back to
FIFA and ask permission to air the World
cup,” George Smith, a network spokesman,
said in an email to Stars and Stripes.

This isn’t the first time World Cup cover-
age has been a nail-biting ordeal for AFN’s
audience.

The network didn’t get the rights to
broadcast the 2010 World Cup until the day
before the opening match. It acquired per-
mission for all 64 matches that year.

For the 2006 World Cup, wrangling over
the broadcast rights between AFN and
FIFA made national headlines. Five days
into the tournament, Rupert Murdoch’s
News Corp. acquired the rights for AFN to
broadcast the rest of the tournament.

For those already looking for alterna-
tives to AFN, FIFA has a list on its website
of media outlets worldwide that have the
rights to broadcast the Word Cup — some
via Internet streaming.

However, this won’t do much good for the
many soccer fan servicemembers serving
on ships at sea or in remote areas.

The World Cup runs for about a month,
with the final game on July 13 in Brasilia,
Brazil. Along with Ghana, the U.S. team is
in the fabled “group of death.” The Ameri-
cans will play Germany and Portugal
— ranked No. 2 and No. 3 in the world, re-
spectively — in their quest to advance to
the round of 16.

Matt Millham and Dave Ornauer contributed to
this report.

simoes.hendrick@stripes.com

Twitter: @hendricksimoes
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Jani and Bob

Bergdahl
Gowen Field in Boise, Idaho, on Sunday.

Bergdahl: Focus now is mostly on recuperation,
reintegration rather than punishment, officials say

FROM FRONT PAGE

Some of Bergdahl's former
unitmates and others in the mili-
tary have accused Bergdahl of
being a deserter, and that Ameri-
can soldiers were killed searching
for him.

Dempsey acknowledged that
servicemembers risked their lives
to try to find Bergdahl.

“I want to thank those who for
almost five years worked to find
him, prepared to rescue him and
ultimately put themselves at risk
to recover him,” Dempsey said on
Facebook.

It’s also possible Bergdahl won’t
be punished, even if he is guilty
of wrongdoing leading up to his
capture.

A senior defense official, speak-
ing to CNN on condition of ano-
nymity, said that “five years [of
being held captive by the Taliban]
is enough.”

In an interview with The Asso-
ciated Press, Dempsey suggested
that the military is sensitive to ac-
cusations that it lets people off the
hook. He noted that U.S. military
leaders “have been accused of
looking away from misconduct,”
and said “it’s premature” to as-
sume Bergdahl would not face
discipline.

Still, Dempsey has cautioned
against rushing to judgment.

“Like any American, he is
innocent until proven guilty,”
Dempsey said.

NBC News reported Tuesday
that the Army is about to launch
a high-level inquiry into the cir-
cumstances of Bergdahl’s dis-
appearance and his personal
conduct leading up to it.

But an Army official, speak-
ing to Stars and Stripes on
background because he wasn’t
authorized to discuss Bergdahl’s
situation on the record, said right
now the Army is focused on Berg-
dahl’s health and reintegration.

In his Facebook statement,
Dempsey said the military would

“learn the facts” about Bergdahl’s
capture “when he is able to pro-
vide them.”

Pentagon spokesman Col. Steve
Warren told reporters Tuesday
that an Article 15-6 investigation
looking into the circumstances
surrounding Bergdahl’s disap-
pearance had previously been
conducted. That investigation,
which was conducted by Com-
bined Joint Task Force-82 in Af-
ghanistan, is now closed, Warren
said. He would not provide de-
tails about the probe because it is
classified.

‘Warren also said that the Army
was likely to make an announce-
ment about a Bergdahl-related in-
vestigation Tuesday afternoon.

The U.S. military plans to dedi-
cate a lot of resources to facilitate
Bergdahl’'s reintegration. The
Landstuhl Regional Medical Cen-
ter in Germany, where Bergdahl
has been receiving care since his
arrival Sunday, said in a state-
ment that the team of personnel
who will assist in the soldier’s
reintegration will likely involve
hundreds of people — including
Army investigators and attorneys
— from multiple branches of the
military.

Several experts will accom-
pany the former prisoner when
he moves on to the next level of
care, hospital officials said. They
will include at least one physician
and one psychologist trained in
survival, escape, resistance and
evasion.

But a timeline has not yet been
set for that transition, officials
said. He’s expected to continue
the reintegration process at San
Antonio Military Medical Center.

“Operational planners, air-
crews, medical professionals,
security officers, attorneys, chap-
lains, and specialists in finance,
personnel, public affairs, and lo-
gistics are involved in these op-
erations,” the hospital said in a
statement. “Family members also
assist as he continues in the rein-

AP

I, parents of Sgt. Bowe Bergdahl, speak to the media during a press conference at

More stories about Sgt. Bowe
Bergdahl and an interactive
timeline recapping the saga
stripes.com/go/bergdahl

tegration process.”

At Landstuhl, Bergdahl has
begun the decompression process
aimed at maximizing his health
and welfare “in earnest,” the hos-
pital said.

“During this phase of rein-
tegratlon, Sgt. Bergdahl is re-
ceiving more complete medical
exams and will receive formal,
structured briefings,” a hospital
statement said. “Typically, infor-
mation obtained in the operations
and intelligence debriefings is im-
mediately disseminated.”

A Pentagon spokesman said
Monday that questions from Army
questioners focus on intelligence
matters as well as the conditions
he faced while in captivity.

Dempsey also told the AP that
Bergdah!’s promotion to staff ser-
geant, which was expected soon,
‘won’t necessarily happen because
he is no longer missing in action,
and therefore is no longer eligible
for automatic promotions.

Army officials would not dis-
cuss Bergdahl’s promotion status
on-the-record when contacted by
Stars and Stripes.

Stars and Stripes reporter Jennifer

Svan contributed to this report.
harper.jon@stripes.com
Twitter: @JHarperStripes

5 Taliban traded for
Bergdahl described
in Gitmo case files

By Apam TAyLOR
AND KEVIN SIEFF
The Washington Post

The release of Army Sgt. Bowe
Bergdahl this weekend was greet-
ed at first by elation. But among
some, the positive feelings have
given way to more mixed emotions
as some of the worrying implica-
tions of his release become clear.

One big concern is that the
United States will be releasing
five Taliban commanders in ex-
change for Bergdahl. So who are
these men? And what might they
do when released?

When the five Taliban com-
manders were detained by the
United States, the American war
in Afghanistan had only begun.
Although most of them held high-
profile positions in the Taliban re-
gime, they had little experience in
the protracted insurgency that fol-
lowed the American invasion. The
Taliban to which they will return
looks much different from the one
they were torn from.

A decade or more later, they
could be seen as martyrs, buoyed
by the sacrifices made for the
group’s cause and their role in its
formation, or alternatively, per-
haps as men unfamiliar with the
Taliban’s new mission — the 13th
year of trying to destabilize the
Afghan government.

In the years that the five detain-
ees spent at Guantanamo Bay, the
Taliban mission has evolved in
large and small ways, from shifts
in roadside bomb construction to
changes in the geography of the
battlefield. It is unclear what role
they might play in the current
fight after they leave Qatar in 12
months.

Are their years-old al-Qaida
links still relevant? Could their ex-
perience be used as a recruitment
tool? U.S. officials considered
those questions before the pris-
oner exchange, but there are no
conclusive answers. Critics of the
deal say the release has served as
a moral victory for the Taliban at
a critical time — just before next
month’s runoff in the presidential
election and as Afghan forces look
to prove their superiority over
insurgents.

The little information we know
about them comes from their
Guantanamo case files. All of
them are described as “high risk,
as he may pose a threat to the U.S.,

its interests and allies.”

u Khirullah Said Wali
Khairkhwa: This 47-year-old was
once the Taliban’s interior minis-
ter, actually helping to create the
Taliban movement in 1994. His
case file, released by WikiLeaks,
described him as a “hard-liner in
his support of the Taliban philoso-
phy” and as “known to have close
ties to Osama bin Laden.” Cap-
tured by Pakistani border patrol
Feb. 16, 2002.

® Mullah Mohammad Fazl:
Fazl, also 47, was a senior com-
mander in the Taliban army
during the 1990s, eventually be-
coming its chief of staff. He is
thought to have personally su-
pervised the killing of thousands
of Shiite Muslims near Kabul be-
tween 1998 and 2001. His case file
also describes him as being pres-
ent at a 2001 prison riot that led to
the death of CIA operative Johnny
Michael Spann, the first U.S. citi-
zen Killed in the Afghan War. “If
released, detainee would likely re-
join the Taliban and establish ties
with ACM [Anti-Coalition Militia]
elements participating in hostili-
ties against US and Coalition forc-
es in Afghanistan,” his file reads.
Fazi surrendered to a Northern
Alliance commander in Novem-
ber 2001 and was transferred to
U.S. custody in December.

B Mullah Norullah Noori:
Noori, 47, was a provincial gov-
ernor in several areas during the
Taliban regime. He is also be-
lieved to have been present dur-
ing Spann’s death and may also
have been involved in the Shiite
massacre. His case file says that
he “continues to be a significant
figure encouraging acts of aggres-
sion.” Noori turned himself in to a
Northern Alliance commander in
November 2001.

® Abdul Haq Wasiq: Wasiq,
43, was the deputy chief of intel-
ligence for the Taliban. According
to his case file, he “utilized his of-
fice to support al Qaeda” and was
“central to the Taliban’s effort to
form alliances with other Islamic
fundamentalist groups.” Wasiq
was detained in November 2001.

B Mohammed Nabi Omari:
Omari, 46, was a member of a
Jjoint al-Qaida-Taliban cell in east-
ern Khost province, according to
his case file, and “one of the most
significant former Taliban leaders
detained” at Guantanamo. Omari
was captured in September 2002.
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Some Bergdahl comrades call him deserter

By Davip ZuccHiNO
Los Angeles Times

or nearly five years, Army Sgt.

Bowe Bergdahl has been hailed

as a hero: a prisoner of war cap-

tured while on combat duty in
Afghanistan and held captive by the
Taliban.

But in the days since Bergdahl’s high-
profile release Saturday — celebrated as
“ahappy day” by Defense Secretary Chuck
Hagel — anger has emerged. Several fel-
low soldiers who were stationed with Berg-
dahl at Observation Post Mest in eastern
Afghanistan insist the Idaho native is not a
hero but a deserter.

Bergdahl, 28, was not taken prisoner on
patrol, as some of the early versions of his
capture in June 2009 seemed to imply, but
voluntarily left his unit, several of the for-
mer colleagues now say. They are demand-
ing that Bergdahl be punished for what
they say was his decision to abandon his
post, in their view jeopardizing the lives of
soldiers who had to go looking for him.

“He walked away from his duty as an
American soldier — he deserted,” Joshua
Cornelison, the platoon medic, said Mon-
day. “People are calling him a hero, and
that is absolutely wrong.”

Another platoon member, Evan Buetow,
27, said Bergdahl appeared to voluntarily
leave the base and had spoken to fellow
soldiers about “walking across the moun-
tains on his own” or walking to India. They
thought he was joking, Buetow said, “but
then he ends up missing, and a light goes

Army officials have said their interviews
with the newly freed captive will enable
them to determine with some certainty
what happened.

The Pentagon has always referred to
Bergdahl as a prisoner of war, and Hagel
did not directly answer questions about
whether the Army sergeant had voluntari-
ly left his post.

“Our first priority is assuring his well-
being and his health and getting him
reunited with his family. Other circum-
stances that may develop and questions,
those will be dealt with later,” Hagel said.

Questions of how and why Bergdahl
disappeared from the outpost have shad-
owed him during his five years in captiv-
ity, which ended when U.S. authorities
negotiated a prisoner swap in which they
agreed to free five Taliban commanders
being held at the military detention center
at Guantanamo Bay.

Now that he is free, members of his unit
who obeyed orders not to discuss him have
decided to tell what they know, Cornelison

said.
The 30 soldiers of 2nd Platoon, Blackfoot
Company regarded Bergdahl as an out-

sider, according to interviews with three
former unit members and public postings
and media statements by several others.
He was quiet, reserved, unwilling to share
the personal details other soldiers eagerly
volunteered during endless hours of down

time.
Bergdahl slept in

[
He a one-man tent at the
observation post, a
walked tiny patch of scrub in
away from Ppaktika province, near
i the Pakistan border in
his dUty eastern Afghanistan.
as an He carried a notebook
American evsﬁwhe[rlf- .
- en the sergeant
soldier disappeared  before
—he dawn June 30, 2009,
some of his platoon
deserted. mates said they quick-
People are ly suspected that he
i i hadn’t been snatched
callmg him from the outpost by
a herol the Taliban.
and that is tlzgrgdahl ‘:/l:s “Xpset
at the way the Army
absomtely was handling the war
wrong.”?  effortin Afghanistan,”
Joshua said Buetow, now a
Cornelison police officer in Wash-
medic, 2nd ington state. “I told
Pl t N him we signed on the
Bl akofo t line, and this was our
Coarf\p:nay mission.”

Gerald Sutton, a
former fellow platoon
member who is now a college student in
Michigan, said Bergdahl had expressed
frustration with the Army and had casu-
ally wondered aloud before his disappear-
ance what it would be like “to be left out on
his own.”

Now he’s convinced that Bergdahl aban-
doned his unit and, like several other for-
mer platoon members, is calling for the
Army to hold him legally accountable.

“He’s a deserter — 100 percent — in
every definition of the word,” Buetow said.
“We want him to answer for that.”

Bergdahl could face a court-martial for
desertion or for going absent without leave
if the military determines there is suffi-
cient evidence against him, said Eugene
Fidell, who teaches military law at Yale
Law School.

“We need to know more about his con-
duct during his period in enemy hands,”
Fidell said.

The allegations of desertion have come
on the heels of a heated political contro-
versy over the Obama administration’s
decision to trade the five Taliban prison-
ers for Bergdahl. President Barack Obama
has been accused of caving in to Taliban
demands and raising the ransom price for
any future U.S. servicemen captured by

insurgents — and failing to properly notify
Congress of the Guantanamo releases.

The allegations put the Pentagon in the
position of having to decide whether to
punish Bergdahl if an investigation uncov-
ers evidence that he indeed abandoned his
post in combat.

The ambiguity surrounding Bergdahl’s
release was underscored Saturday at Ba-
gram air base in Afghanistan, when Hagel
triumphantly announced: “This is a happy
day. We got one of our own back.” He was
greeted with near silence by U.S. troops.

Bergdahl, then 23, returned from a
guard shift at the outpost the night he
disappeared, Cornelison said. The medic
‘went to bed after completing his own turn
at watch but was awakened by his platoon
leader, who asked him, “Doc, you seen
Bergdahl?”

A search of Bergdahl’s tent turned up
the sergeant’s rifle, helmet, armored vest,

night-vision ~ goggles
and other gear, Cor-

4 y nelison said. Missing
He'’s a was Bergdahl’s note-
deserter bookand, some soldiers
— 100 said, his compass.
Fellow servicemem-
percent bers said Bergdahl
— had spoken of walking
d flih .e.v ery from Afghanistan to
efinition India. Cornelison, who
of the now lives in Sacramen-
to, Calif,, said it was an
word. _we offhand comment, with
want him Bergdahl suggesting
to answer (_mly tha_t it might be an
for that. ? interesting endeavor

some day, like sailing
down the Nile River.
Cornelison said he
elieved Bergdahl
shed his weapon and
gear so that he could leave the post in the
middle of the night without guards hearing
him. When the platoon mounted a search
of the area that morning, Cornelison said,
they encountered a boy at a village school
who said he had seen an American soldier
crawling through the weeds nearby. The
unit searched the area for hours, followed
by countless searches of eastern Afghani-
stan in the coming weeks.

Radio intercepts, purportedly of conver-
sations among insurgents and released by
WikiLeaks from a trove of U.S. military
documents, quoted them as saying that
Bergdahl was captured unarmed while sit-
ting on a makeshift latrine.

In 2012, Rolling Stone magazine quoted
emails, never independently verified, that
Bergdahl allegedly sent to his parents
suggesting that he had become disillu-
sioned with the U.S. effort in Afghanistan.
The emails quoted him as saying he was
“ashamed to be an American” and implied

Evan Buetow
platoon member be

that he was considering desertion.

On Christmas Day 2009, the Taliban
released a 36-minute video in which Berg-
dahl criticized the U.S. military effort in
Afghanistan. “This is all going to be the
next Vietnam, unless the American people
stand up and stop all this nonsense,” Berg-
dahl said.

A spokesman for coalition forces, Rear
Adm. Gregory Smith, said then that Berg-
dahl was clearly speaking under duress.
Smith condemned the Taliban “for a hor-
rible act that exploits a young soldier.”

Bergdahl’s parents, Robert and Jani
Bergdahl, have not commented on allega-
tions that their son deserted, though in a
news conference Sunday in Boise, Idaho,
Bergdahl’s father’s most visible emotion
came when he referred to “the Afghan
people” as he addressed his son in front of
television cameras.

“I'm so proud of your cultural abilities
to adapt, your language skills, your desire
and your action to serve this country in a
very difficult, long war,” he said. “But most
of all, 'm proud of how much you wanted
to help the Afghan people, and what you
were willing to do to go to that length.”

In Bergdahl's hometown of Hailey,
Idaho, people were aware of the allegations
of desertion Monday but were focused in-
stead on celebrating his release and mak-
ing plans to welcome him back. Mayor
Fritz Haemmerle urged people not to “pre-
judge” Bergdahl.

“There’s a lot of controversy on the In-

ternet,” said Adam
‘ Marks, 22, a hotel
I'd like to worker. “People are
saying he’s a traitor
talk to the anszi 513( he deserted
man and his post. But every-
- body here is just happy
f“l‘:;tOUt he’s coming home.”
wi was Bergdahl is under-
oing on going medical and
g_ ] . psychological evalua-
with him.  tion at a US. military
1 mean, hospital in Landstuhl,
’ Germany. He will soon
he was be sent for long-term
my friend. ;heragsi at a milgtatry
ospital 1 San nto-
I want to nio, according to mili-
know. ’ tary officials.
Gerald Sutton Only then may all

former fellow the quest_ions be an-
swered, his fellow sol-
platoon member giarg say.

Although Sutton said
he wanted to see Bergdahl face a court-
martial, he considered him a good soldier
until he disappeared.

“I'd like to talk to the man and find
out what was going on with him,” Sutton
said. “I mean, he was my friend. I want to
know.”
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SIGAR: US-funded Afghan prison
unsound, unsafe, overcrowded

By JosH SmITH
Stars and Stripes

Less than two years after it
was completed with U.S. funds, a
prison in northern Afghanistan is
falling apart and it’s vastly over-
crowded, according to a report by
a Pentagon watchdog.

The Special Inspector General
for Afghanistan Reconstruction
released a report Tuesday high-
lighting what it says are major
safety and maintenance problems
at the prison in Baghlan province.

Among those problems are
damage caused by the founda-
tion settling; a failure to use re-
inforced concrete; and “poor or
nonexistent maintenance by Af-
ghan government.”

The prison was completed at the
end of 2012 through an $11.3 mil-
lion contract awarded by the State
Department’s Bureau of Inter-
national Narcotics and Law En-
forcement to an Afghan company
called Omran Holding Group.

While construction was com-
pleted on time and on budget, the

damage to the buildings erupted
into a dispute with the company
denying any liability for the prob-
lems. SIGAR says it became ap-
parent that the buildings had not
actually been built according to
basic standards.

“Information that came to light
after the prison was completed
indicated that (Omran) had not
fully complied with all contract
requirements and terms,” the
SIGAR report alleges. “Many
of the construction deficiencies
may also have been the result of
fraudulent actions by the project’s
original contracting officer’s rep-
resentative — a former embassy
employee — and, possibly, OHG
personnel.”

SIGAR accused the contractor
of billing for projects including
a drain water system and secu-
rity fence that were never built. It
said it is still investigating the ex-
tent corruption may have played
in the shortfalls.

In a statement, the U.S. Em-
bassy in Kabul said the State
Department was already taking

steps to fix the problems and that
SIGAR was aware and supportive
of those efforts.

“Before the Special Inspector
General for Afghanistan Recon-
struction conducted its investi-
gation into the Baghlan prison
project, we identified and were
addressing serious deficiencies
in construction,” said embassy
spokeswoman Heather Eaton.
“The department recognizes the
concerns of SIGAR regarding
Baghlan prison construction. We
are committed to proper over-
sight of projects in Afghanistan
and to work collaboratively with
SIGAR in safeguarding U.S. tax-
payer investment.”

The prison, like many facili-
ties in Afghanistan, is situated in
a potentially active earthquake
zone, further exacerbating the
safety concerns. While the prison
was designed to hold 495 inmates,
it has been housing as many 777
people, according to the report.

smith.josh@stripes.com
Twitter: @joshjonsmith

DOD: Russia buzzed US spy plane in April

Stars and Stripes

In a Cold War-style confron-
tation, a Russian fighter got too
close for comfort to a U.S. elec-
tronic reconnaissance plane in
late April, prompting complaints
to Russian officials from top U.S.
military officials.

“On the afternoon of April 23, a
U.S. Air Force RC-135U flying in
international airspace on a rou-
tine mission over the Sea of Ok-
hotsk was intercepted by a single

Russian Su-27 Flanker,” Penta-
gon spokesman Col. Steve Warren
told reporters Tuesday. “The Su-
27 approached the RC-135 across
the nose of the US aircraft within
approximately 100 feet.”

here was no radio communi-
cation between the two aircraft,
but the Russian jet rolled to ex-
pose its armaments to the crew
of the U.S. jet, Warren said. The
RC-135U’s pilots did not need to
engage in evasive maneuvers,
Warren said.

Defense  Secretary  Chuck
Hagel and the Chairman of the
Joint Chiefs of Staff both “com-
municated our concerns over that
incident directly to the Russian
military,” Warren said.

Warren said he was aware of no
other close encounters since, and
routine military flights continue
over the Sea of Okhotsk, which
lies off Russia’s east coast, north
of Japan.

“We are continuing to conduct
our normal operations,” he said.

Competing plans
on VA issues take
shape in Senate

By Ep O’KEEFE
The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — Senators
are expected to turn attention
this week to competing plans to
revamp the Department of Veter-
ans Affairs following the resigna-
tion of Secretary Eric Shinseki.

With Shinseki’s quick depar-
ture last week, it could take Con-
gress weeks, if not months, to sort
out how to help the beleaguered
department address delayed ap-
pointments, mismanaged care
and a sustained backlog of re-
quests for benefits.

Democrats are rallying around
a comprehensive proposal by
Senate Veterans’ Affairs Com-
mittee Chairman Bernie Sand-
ers, I-Vt. His Restoring Veterans’
Trust Act would give the VA sec-
retary the authority to remove
senior officials based on poor job
performance, grant the depart-
ment expedited hiring authority
for nurses and doctors, authorize
it to lease 27 new facilities in 18
states and Puerto Rico, and make
several other changes.

Senate Democrats also have not
ruled out quickly passing a mea-
sure that would make it easier for
the VA secretary to fire or demote
senior managers found respon-
sible for mismanaged or delayed
care, according to senior aides
familiar with potential plans. A
similar measure easily passed
the House almost two weeks ago.

Other Democrats are urging
bolder action. Rep. Tulsi Gab-
bard, D-Hawaii, an Iraq com-
bat veteran, on Monday wrote to
President Barack Obama urging
him to use executive powers to
immediately permit veterans to
access medical care outside the
VA system, if necessary.

“To make any veteran wait for
medical care is not only an emer-
gency, it is a travesty,” she wrote.

On Tuesday, Republican sena-
tors are planning to announce the
Veterans Choice Act, which would
allow veterans to seek medical ap-
pointments outside the VA system
under certain conditions.

Members of the Veterans’
Affairs Committee will hold a
hearing on the Sanders measure
Thursday. In an interview late

last week as he was finalizing
his proposal, Sanders said that
he supports the idea of making it
easier to punish poor-performing
managers but that he wants to en-
sure that it would not lead to the
politicization of the department.
“The nightmare could be under
the current bill that passed the
House, thatanew president comes
in and they fire hundreds of high-

ranking VA
p officials
without due
You want process or
to be able  particular
; reason,”
to get rid of 75700
people at  said. ‘1
the VA who think you
- cannot run a
are |nc?m- health-care
petentina systemf rﬁe
B size of the
very rapid vy thar
way, but You  want
have to be able
you to to get rid of
have due people at the
process.” VA Whotarg:
. incompeten
Sen. Bernie ;" very
Sanders, I-Vt. rapid way,
Senate Veterans' ;¢ you have
Affairs Committee {5 have due

process.”

The Sanders bill also address-
es a host of issues not directly
raised by recent allegations that
led to Shinseki’s exit. His mea-
sure would expand dental care
for veterans, restore full cost-of-
living adjustments for military
retirement pensions, provide
assistance to veterans who are
sexually assaulted or raped while
serving, and require advance,
multiyear appropriations for VA
operations. In the House, several
of those issues have been part of
smaller bills that have passed in
recent months.

Details of the Senate GOP pro-
posal were unclear Monday, but
House Veterans’ Affairs Commit-
tee Chairman Jeff Miller, R-Fla.,
is also working on legislation that
would allow VA-eligible veterans
to seek care outside the system
if they have to wait more than 30
days to seek medical treatment.
The idea is popular among mem-
bers of both parties.
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D-DAY REMEMBERED

US troops head to France for D-Day events

By MarT MIiLLHAM
Stars and Stripes

KAISERSLAUTERN,Germany
— In what has come to be some-
thing of a tradition this time
of year, the American military
is again preparing to invade
Normandy.

The U.S. is sending roughly
650 troops from across the U.S.
and Europe to take part in more
than two dozen events commem-
orating the 70th anniversary of
D-Day, the start of the Allied in-
vasion that led to Germany’s de-
feat in World War II.

Soldiers from at least eight U.S.-
based units will serve as color
guards and speakers at commem-
orations in towns and places that
their predecessors fought in or
liberated in the early days of the
Allied invasion, according to U.S.
European Command. Among the
stateside units represented are
the 82nd and 101st Airborne divi-
sions; the 75th Ranger Regiment;
the 1st, 4th and 29th Infantry di-
visions; the 1st Battalion, 507th
Parachute Infantry Regiment;
and 4th Brigade, 25th Infantry
Division, which traces its lineage
back to the 1st Battalion, 501st
Parachute Infantry Regiment.

Troops from some of those units
and others from Europe will re-
enact one of the most heroic and
harrowing events of the invasion:
parachuting out of planes inwww
a massive, multinational jump on
June 8.

Local villages and organiza-
tions will stage hundreds of events
before and after the jump, from
fireworks and movie screenings
to concerts and parades.

The U.S. military is send-
ing troops to just a few dozen
of these events, the biggest of
them a ceremony June 6 at the
Normandy American Cemetery,
where nearly 11,000 American
dead and missing are memorial-
ized, to honor the Americans who
fought and died in the Normandy
campaign. Some 200 American
servicemembers will take part in
the ceremony, including an honor
guard from the Europe-based
529th Military Police salute bat-
tery, paratroops from the 173rd
Airborne Brigade Combat Team
and a flight of F-15s, which will
fly in a missing man formation.

“We’ll have flyovers on a lot of

(L e eme

Normandy schedule of events

The U.S. is sending roughly 650 troops to France from across the U.S.
and Europe to take part in more than two dozen events commemorating
the 70th anniversary of D-Day. Here are some of the events the U.S. is
attending and the participating units.

June 4
10 a.m. Gourbesville: 82nd Airborne
Division
11:30 a.m. Amfreville: 82nd Airborne
Division
2:30 p.m. Amifreville: 82nd Airborne
Division
4 p.m. Gueuteville: 82nd Airborne
Division
5 p.m. Carentan: 101st Airborne
Division

June 5

10 a.m. Picauville: Roughly 200, led
by U.S. Air Force, personnel

2 p.m. Chef du Pont: 101st Airborne
Division

2 p.m. Pointe du Hoc: 75th Ranger
Regiment )

4 p.m. Ste.-Mére-Eglise: 82nd Air-
borne Division

5 p.m. Colleville-sur-Mer: 1st Infantry
Division

5 p.m. Montebourg: 4th Infantry
Division

8 p.m. Utah Beach: U.S. Coast Guard
Color Guard and Navy Europe Band
11 p.m. St. Laurent: U.S. Army Europe
Band

June 6

10:30 a.m. Normandy American
Cemetery: About 200 personnel from

Pace 7

various units; color guard from 529th
Military Police; flyover by U.S. F-15s
3 p.m. Negreville: 82nd Airborne
Division .

3:30 p.m. Ste.-Mere-Eglise: 101st
Airborne Division

5 p.m. Vierville-sur-Mer: 29th Infantry
Division

7 p.m. Picauville: 173rd Airborne
Brigade Combat Team

_

June 7

10:30 a.m. Angoville au Plain: 4th
Brigade, 25th Infantry Division

10 a.m. DeGlopper Memorial, La Fiére:
82nd Infantry Division

11 a.m. Bois du Limors: 173rd Air-
borne Brigade Combat Team

3 p.m. St. L6: 1st Infantry Division
3:30 p.m. Pointe du Hoc: 75th Ranger

A monument on the road between Utah Beach and Sainte-Marie-
du-Mont is, as its plaque says, dedicated to those who led the way

Regiment on D-Day, and depicts Maj. Richard Winters, commander of “Easy”
5 p.m. La Haye de Puit: 4th Infantry Company, i.e. the “Band of Brothers.”
Division

5:30 p.m. Graignes: 101st Infantry
Division

June 8

11 a.m. La Fiere dropzone (multi-
national airborne drop): About 400
American paratroops; a mix of all
airborne units plus 10 American C-
130s and other French, German and
Dutch aircraft

More coverage of the 70th anniversary of D-Day, including photos,
visitor information, an interactive map and videos stripes.com/normandy

the ceremonies,” U.S. European
Command spokesman John To-
massi said. “Not every one, but
I would say a good majority of
them.”

U.S. participation in many of
the events will be modest, though
the units attending will have sym-
bolic significance. In one, about 25
soldiers from the 82nd Airborne
Division will attend a ceremony at
amemorial honoring Pfc. Charles
DeGlopper, an 82nd soldier who
died in the battle to take La Fi¢re
Bridge and was posthumously
awarded the Medal of Honor.

Army Rangers will again stand
at Pointe du Hoc, where their pre-
decessors scaled the cliffs to seize
the high ground where German

X

forces had huge gun emplace-
ments. In Colleville-sur-Mer,
where there is a large monument
to the 1st Infantry Division, sol-
diers of the Big Red One will join
locals in paying their respects.
The 101st will have soldiers in
Chef du Pont, where it was once
tasked with seizing a strategic
bridge.

U.S. European Command
doesn’t yet have a final list of
events in Normandy where
American forces will be present
in an official capacity, but a pre-
liminary list is available on its
website, www.eucom.mil. A more
comprehensive calendar of events
is available at dday-overlord.com,
a nonprofit organization.

The Ranger Memorial at Pointe du Hoc as seen through the opening
of a German gun position.
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Post allowance restored for Korea-based workers

By AsHLEY RowLAND
Stars and Stripes

SEOUL — The U.S. government has re-
stored the post allowance for Korea-based
workers to 20 percent of spendable income
after the cost-of-living adjustment was sud-
denly eliminated last month.

The move was effective June 1, and also
is being applied for the pay periods ending
May 17 and 31.

The military and the government have
not explained why the allowance was cut or
why the decision was reversed so quickly.
The State Department’s website said only
that the change is based on an “adminis-
trative increase.”

U.S. Forces Korea issued a brief state-
ment Tuesday announcing the change but
would not answer further questions.

Based on two recent letters from USFK
commander Gen. Curtis Scaparrotti to ci-
vilian employees, the cut appeared to be
linked to a recent State Department sur-
vey that determined post allowance rates.
In a May 16 letter, the commander said the
survey did not include Department of De-

['4
1 and others were certainly upset. ... However, most of
us also did not bother to ‘fight the good fight’ because

we've become resigned to being the lowest priority. 7
a Defense Department civilian employee on post allowance cuts

think it was worth the effort. I don’t know
of anyone willing to quit over this, but I
have heard more than once that a civilian
employee is looking to leave USFK as soon
as possible, and this was just one more
straw on the camel’s back.”

Post had been set at 15 per-

fense civilians, and assured them that he
was making the issue a priority.

“I am very concerned about the effect
this will have on you and your families,”
the letter said.

A DOD civilian employee who contact-
ed Stars and Stripes said he received an
email from the Army on May 24 stating,
“The decrease of post allowance occurred
based on the results of a Retail Price Sur-
vey conducted by embassy personnel in
Seoul, Korea. The primary reason for the
reduction, according to the [State Depart-
ment], was based on the relatively low
price of goods reported for the commis-
sary on post and the results of a Living
Pattern Questionnaire that indicated most
employees conduct their shopping on post

rather than off post.”

That email was the only notification the
civilian employee received about the cut in
post allowance. The employee’s co-work-
ers also did not receive notification from
USFK about the cut.

The employee said the post allowance
cut, had it remained in place, would have
meant a $7,000 annual drop in pay.

“I and others were certainly upset. ...
However, most of us also did not bother to
‘fight the good fight’ because we’ve become
resigned to being the lowest priority,” the
employee said. “On a good day, support for
civilians here is weak, at best. Following
reneging on LQA, sequestration, furlough,
and ongoing mismanagement of civilian
positions and resources, most of us didn’t

cent to 20 percent this year. Post allow-
ance is given to U.S. civilian employees
stationed overseas in a location where the
cost of living is substantially higher than in
Washington, D.C., allowing foreign-based
employees to spend the same portion of
their basic compensation for living ex-
penses without seeing a reduction in their
living standards.

In a letter issued Monday, Scaparrotti
said the State Department would conduct
another survey, probably in mid-June, that
will include all government employees.

“All employees are encouraged to par-
ticipate in the survey as the data it gener-
ates will adjust the (post allowance) rate in
Korea accordingly,” he said. “You have a
chance to be heard. Make it count.”

rowland.ashley@stripes.com

3 soldiers accused of inappropriate behavior at Korean water park

By AsHLEY ROWLAND
AND Yoo Kyonc CHANG
Stars and Stripes

SEOUL — Two 2nd Infantry
Division soldiers have been ac-
cused of inappropriately touching
female employees of a popular
Korean water park, where South
Korean riot police were sum-
moned after another worker was
allegedly punched and kicked
while trying to intervene.

South Korean police said there
were three Camp Casey-based
soldiers who were drunk and had
been causing a disturbance at the
Everland theme park, south of
Seoul, starting at around 11:30
a.m. Saturday. The soldiers were
shooting at least one water pistol

filled with alcohol at other pa-
trons and stealing their food, po-
lice said.

The soldiers were in the park’s
Caribbean Bay attraction around
1:10 p.m. when they began smok-
ing. A female employee was
guiding them to a designated
smoking area when one soldier
touched her shoulder, waist and
back, according to the Yongin
Dongbu Police chief of criminal
affairs.

Police said a second soldier
gave a worker at the park’s in-
formation desk a high-five but
refused to let go of her hand, told
her she was “sexy” and, while
moving his hips or buttocks,
while the first soldier made a re-
mark she believed was sexual in

Body of Marine captain
found in barracks room

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa
— The Naval Criminal Investi-
gative Service is looking into the
death of a Marine who was found
in his barracks room Saturday
night at Marine Corps Air Station
Iwakuni.

Capt. Garrett Woodcock, 31, of

jpes
R

Riverside, Calif., was found dead
in his barracks room at approxi-
mately 7 p.m., according to a Ma-
rine Corps statement. No other
details were available Monday.
Woodcock was a member of
Marine Fighter Attack Squad-
ron 122, which is temporarily
assigned to Japan from Marine
Corps Air Station Beaufort, S.C.
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nature and humiliated her.

A male employee tried to in-
tervene, but the soldiers punched
him in the face and kicked him.
They also refused to follow orders
from South Korean police who
were called to the scene, punch-
ing one officer and spitting in his
face, police said.

The confrontation ended after
two police patrol cars and riot po-
lice arrived, police said.

Army officials identified the

soldiers as a private, a private
first class, and a specialist with
the 210th Field Artillery Brigade,
but did not release their names.
The Army would not provide
further details about the incident,
saying it was still under investi-
gation by U.S. and South Korean
authorities.

A 2ID statement quoted brigade
commander Col. Michael Lawson
as saying the unit “does not con-
done or tolerate misconduct,” and

promised full cooperation with
South Korean police.

Korean police said the soldiers
denied any misbehavior and
were turned over to the U.S. mil-
itary at 4 a.m. Sunday because
they requested legal assistance.
Police said they plan to ask they
be returned for questioning
Tuesday.

No charges have been filed.
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Seattle approves $15 minimum wage

By DoNNA GORDON
BLANKINSHIP
The Associated Press

SEATTLE — Seattle activists
celebrated a successful campaign
to gradually increase the city’s
minimum wage to $15 by calling
for a national movement to close
the income and opportunity gaps
between rich and poor.

The Seattle City Council unani-
mously passed an ordinance
Monday that would give the city
the highest minimum wage in the
nation.

Seattle City Council member
Kshama Sawant said the push
for a higher minimum wage is
spreading across the nation.

The minimum wage issue has
dominated politics in the liberal
municipality for months, and a
boisterous crowd of mostly labor
activists packed the council
chambers for the vote.

Mayor Ed Murray, who was
elected last year, had promised
in his campaign to raise the mini-
mum wage to $15 an hour, as did
Sawant did in her campaign last
year.

“We did it. Workers did this,”
Sawant said. “We need to contin-
ue to build an even more power-
ful movement.”

The International Franchise
Association, a Washington, D.C.-
based business group that rep-
resents franchise owners, said it
plans to sue to stop the ordinance,
calling it “unfair, discrimina-
tory and a deliberate attempt to
achieve a political agenda at the
expense of small-franchise busi-
ness owners.”

Effective April 1, 2015, the
measure includes a phase-in of
the wage increase over several
years, with a slower process for
small businesses.

Businesses with more than 500
employees nationally will have at
least three years to phase in the
increase.

Those providing health in-
surance will have four years to
complete the move. Smaller or-
ganizations will be given seven
years.

San Francisco currently has
the nation’s highest hourly mini-
mum wage at $10.74.

Teo S. WarReN/AP

Caitlyn Faircloth, an employee WIIh Molly Moonss Homemade Ice Cream, hands out free ice cream on
wage

Monday at a rally

outside Seattle City Hall.

NRA describes ‘open carry’
rallies as ‘downright weird’

By Juan A. Lozano
The Associated Press

HOUSTON — Companies, cus-
tomers and others critical of Texas
gun rights advocates who have
brought military-style assault
rifles into businesses as part of
demonstrations supporting “open
carry” gun rights now have a sur-
prising ally: the National Rifle
Association.

The gun rights advocates’ ac-
tions in restaurants and other
public places — part of a push for
less restrictive gun laws, includ-
ing legalizing the open carry of
handguns — have prompted pub-
lic criticism.

TheNRAhaslongbeenazealous
advocate for gun owners’ rights.
But the group’s lobbying arm, the
Institute for Legislative Action,
has called the “open carry” dem-
onstrations counterproductive to
promoting gun rights, scary and

“downright weird.”

The NRA said the demon-
strations have “crossed the line
from enthusiasm to downright
foolishness.”

“Using guns merely to draw
attention to yourself in public
not only defies common sense, it
shows a lack of consideration and
manners. That’s not the Texas way.
And that’s certainly not the NRA
way,” the NRA said in a statement
posted on its website Friday.

The president and vice presi-
dent of Open Carry Texas, one of
the groups behind the recent dem-
onstrations, did not return emails
seeking comment late Monday.

But in a statement posted on
its Facebook page, Open Carry
Texas criticized the NRA, say-
ing if the group doesn’t retract its
comments, Open Carry will have
to withdraw its full support for the
NRA.

Get your keepsake copy of
Stripes Grad Tab dedicated

Tony GuTIERREZ/AP

A Texas flag sticks out of the
barrel of a rifle belonging to
Robert Perez as he and others
with the group Open Carry
Tarrant County gather for a
demonstration Thursday in
Haltom City, Texas.

to DoDDS class of 2014 in

Pacific Edition - June 5
Europe Edition - June 10

White House seeks delay
in DOD immigration plan

By Jim KuHNHENN
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The White
House has asked the Department
of Defense to delay a plan that
would allow some immigrants
who entered the U.S. illegally as
children to obtain a limited path
to citizenship by serving in the
military.

The decision to postpone the
narrowly drawn proposal is part
of the White House effort to put
off any immigration-related exec-
utive actions until August in the
hope that House Republicans act
on legislation to overhaul the im-
migration system in the next two
months.

White House officials have
said they don’t want to hurt those
chances by taking executive
branch actions that would anger
congressional Republicans. The

Senate has already passed broad
immigration legslanon

“The president is convinced
there is a legislative opportu-
nity, and that gives us the best
opportunity to fix what’s bro-
ken in our immigration system,”
White House spokesman Bobby
Whithorne said Monday. “He
wants to leave no stone unturned
to make sure the House takes that
opportunity, follows the Senate’s
lead and takes action.”

The plan under consideration
by the Pentagon would apply to
immigrants who arrived illegally
as children but already have re-
ceived work permits and relief
from deportation under a pro-
gram President Barack Obama
announced two years ago, called
Deferred Action for Childhood
Arrivals, or DACA. More than
500,000 immigrants have ben-
efited from the program.
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American suicide bomber in Syria raises fears

As more US citizens join fight, officials worry if they’ll pose a threat once back home

By GREG MILLER, ADAM GOLDMAN
AND NIcOLE RODRIGUEZ
The Washington Post

‘As Moner Mohammad Abusalha packed
explosives into a truck last month to em-
bark on a suicide attack, his family in Flor-
ida was apparently unaware that he had
even wandered into Syria’s civil war.

For months he had been sending emails
indicating he was in Jordan, possibly car-
ing for the wounded but far from the fight.
“I'm here now, doing fine,” the emails
would say, according to Taher Husainy, a
family friend in Vero Beach. “I'm here for
a good cause, doing good things.”

American counterterrorism agencies
were only slightly better informed. U.S. of-
ficials said they knew Abusalhahad crossed
into Syria, but they had scant intelligence
on his activities there or associations with
an al-Qaida affiliate until he appeared last
week in an online martyrdom video.

The inability to track Abusalha reflects
what U.S. officials describe as a worrisome
blind spot for intelligence agencies strug-
gling to monitor a surging flow of foreign
fighters into and often out of a conflict
dominated by Islamist militants.

U.S. officials said that dozens of fighters
from the United States, and much larger
numbers from Europe and the Middle
East, all but disappear from view once
they are inside Syria’s borders.

“It’s a bit of a black hole,” one U.S. coun-
terterrorism official said. “We don’t have a
lot of collection there.”

U.S. officials described Syria as a daunt-
ing environment for espionage. The CIA

Brussels arrest shows
Europe’s challenge in
tracking extremists

pulled its people out of Syria when the U.S.
Embassy was closed as the conflict moved
toward civil war. There are also legal im-
pediments to tracking U.S. citizens or
monitoring their communications.

Amid estimates that as many as 12,000
foreigners have flocked to Syria, the
opaque nature of the
conflict has compli-
cated efforts to deter-
mine how many might
have become danger-
ously radicalized or
to account for them if
and when they return
home.

Abusalha’s demise
was greeted by some
US.  counterterror-
ism officials with a
measure of relief that
a U.S. citizen and willing suicide bomber
had carried out his attack far from the
country where he lived.

The outcome was seen as evidence that
Jabhat al-Nusra, the al-Qaida-linked group
that asserted responsibility for the attack,
remains focused on ousting Syrian Presi-
dent Bashar Assad rather than taking ad-
vantage of an American recruit to launch a
plot against the West.

Even so, U.S. officials acknowledged that
the full extent of Abusalha’s transforma-
tion — his grooming by Jabhat al-Nusra
and willingness to take part in a suicide
attack — might have eluded U.S. agencies
even if they were in a position to spot any
attempt to leave Syria.

A U.S. law enforcement official said that

Abusalha

as many as a dozen Americans who have
traveled to Syria since the outset of war
there have been investigated or scruti-
nized since returning to the United States.
Among the Americans who have traveled
to Syria are prison and online converts to
the cause, according to a U.S. official.

Abusalha was not known to have ever es-
poused violence toward the United States
or been linked to any terrorist plot, mean-
ing there may have been no cause to detain
him if he had chosen to return. His death,
against the backdrop of that prospect, has
heightened concern.

“It’s a game-changer,” said Martin Rear-
don, who worked on FBI counterterrorism
assignments for a decade before retiring
in 2011. “It drives home the threat of for-
eign fighters. What happens when they go

ome?”

Abusalha was known as a devout Mus-
lim among his friends and high school
classmates. His mother often wore a tra-
ditional Islamic head scarf in their Vero
Beach neighborhood, according to Mark
Hill, who said he has lived around the cor-
ner from the family since 2006.

“They’re very good, very happy, very
friendly people,” Hill said. Abusalha was
an avid basketball player, often seen drib-
bling around the neighborhood.

Abusalha attended classes at Indian
River State College in Fort Pierce in 2010
and 2011, taking preparatory classes for
physical therapy, according to college of-
ficials. He later transferred to Seminole
State College of Florida and was last en-
rolled in 2012.

When he left the United States within

the past several months, U.S. officials said,
his departure was abrupt, and he appears
to have kept his itinerary a secret.

Only weeks later did he send a note to his
family saying he was in Jordan, his father’s
ancestral home. The family continued to
get cryptic emails saying, “I'm fine, I'm
OK. I'm alive,” Husainy said.

Abusalha surfaced intermittently on so-
cial networking sites, leaving clues to his
evolving beliefs, according to the SITE
Intelligence Group, which monitors online
Islamist postings.

Images loaded to a Facebook account in
2012 and 2013 show green birds, a motif
associated with Islamist martyrs, accord-
ing to the group. Those online postings
might have drawn the attention of U.S.
law enforcement agencies, which monitor
hundreds of websites as part of an effort to
identify and track foreign fighters.

It took days for U.S. officials to confirm
that Abusalha had taken part in the bomb-
ing depicted on a video posted last week by
Jabhat al-Nusra. The footage includes an
image of Abusalha smiling and cradling a
cat, a pose used by the al-Qaida affiliate to
send a reassuring message to would-be re-
cruits. The video shows fighters packing a
heavily armored truck, then rolling toward
a hilltop compound that is destroyed mo-
ments later in a massive explosion.

Earlier this year, Director of National
Intelligence James Clapper testified that
Jabhat al-Nusra has “aspirations for at-
tacks on the homeland” and that al-Qaida
groups have established camps “to train
people to go back to their countries.”

By ELAINE GANLEY
The Associated Press

PARIS — The suspect in the
recent killings at the Jewish Mu-
seum in Brussels provides a text-
book example of a longstanding
fear in the West — the threat posed
by radicalized citizens returning
from the battlefields of Syria.

Since Syria became a magnet
for Westerners, European nations
have been slowly fortifying them-
selves with measures to detect po-
tential jihadi fighters and counter
any plots. But French-born Mehdi
Nemmouche — the first Western
citizen returning from Syria to
be implicated in a major attack
— was caught by chance, in a spot
check for drugs by a customs offi-
cial, making a mockery of efforts
to counter the threat.

The suspect had slipped through
ahandful of countries from Asia to
Europe in the three months after
leaving Syria, a French prosecu-
tor said, a clear sign of the diffi-
culties of tracking returnees.

Whether or not he was the Brus-
sels shooter, the portrait provided
by authorities of Nemmouche,
29, is of a dangerous man. They
say when he was arrested Friday
at the Marseille bus station he
was heavily armed, carrying a

large supply of ammunition and a
banner of Syria’s most notorious
fighting group, the Islamic State
of Iraq and the Levant.

They added thathis cameracon-
tained a video showing weapons
and clothes appearing to match
those of the killer in the furious
minute-long May 24 museum at-
tack, which left three people dead
and one seriously injured. A voice
said the video was made because
a camera to broadcast the killings
live failed to function.

Nemmouche, who has spent
seven years behind bars, had
been radicalized in prison, Paris
Prosecutor Francois Molins said
in announcing the arrest.

Between 1,000 and 1,500 Euro-
peans may currently be fighting
in Syria against President Bashar
Assad, according to Charles
Lister, an analyst with Brook-
ings Doha Center, who drew the
estimate from governments and
other sources. Each one who
returns represents a potential
threat, according to official Euro-
pean thinking, and the challenge
to track them all is huge. The ar-
rest of the French suspect in the
Belgian attack also opens the
possibility that a returnee could
choose to attack a country other

Vircinia Mavo/AP

A man stops to pay his respects prior to a service for the three victims of a shooting at the Jewish
Museum in Brussels, on Monday. The suspect arrested by police was a French-born man who had
fought alongside extremists in Syria, police said.

than his homeland.

Thomas Hegghammer, an ex-
pert on foreign fighters at the
Norwegian Defense Research Es-
tablishment, says that attacks by
onepersonare farhardertothwart
than large-scale operations.

European governments “are
quite well positioned to thwart
larger plots involving several peo-
ple,” Hegghammer said. “They’re
not able to stop all the smaller, sim-
pler attacks like the one in Brus-
sels, with one person and a gun.”

In its annual report issued last
month, The EU’s police organi-
zation Europol said radicals who
travel to fight alongside militants
in conflicts like the Syrian civil
war are “posing an increased
threat to all EU member states on
their return.”

A leading French criminologist
who advised former President
Nicolas Sarkozy said that a lack
of coordination and data-sharing
among nations — even within the
EU — stunts measures to counter

the threat.

“The task is not impossible,”
said Alain Bauer. “You need
greater and better coordination.”

A major issue, he said, is that
nations are concerned that shar-
ing information will endanger
sources.

Bauer underscored the impor-
tance of catching the traveler be-
fore he embarks. And this means
“early intelligence, early warn-
ing, early detection. That is some-
thing we don’t do,” he said.
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OPINION

Violence always leads to cultural debates

By RicH HELDENFELS
Akron (Ohio) Beacon Journal

he recent shootings in Isla Vista,

Calif., have led to a sadly familiar

cultural conversation. After the

initial shock, the question of why
such things happen sends people theoriz-
ing about the roots of violence in the cul-
ture, followed rather swiftly by a backlash
(or, in the more common current parlance,
pushback) against the theorizing. In the
end, people are as polarized and puzzled as
ever. And the culture moves on.

You may be thinking that I am talking
about the debate about guns that accompa-
nies the all too frequent massacres in this
country. But the debates can go far beyond
that.

Ann Hornaday, film critic for The Wash-
ington Post, wrote after the shootings that
Elliot Rodger’s “delusions were inflated, if
not created, by the entertainment industry
he grew up in. With his florid rhetoric of
self-pity, aggression and awkwardly forced
‘evil laugh,” Rodger resembled a noxious
cross between Christian Bale’s slick socio-
path in ‘American Psycho,’ the thwarted
womanizer in James Toback’s ‘The Pick-
Up Arnsl‘ and every Bond villain in the
canon.”

Then she asked: “How many students
watch outsized frat-boy fantasies like
“Neighbors” and feel, as Rodger did, un-
justly shut out of college life that should
be full of ‘sex and fun and pleasure’? How
many men, raised on a steady diet of Judd
Apatow comedies in which the shlubby ar-
rested adolescent always gets the girl, find
that those happy endings constantly elude
them and conclude, ‘It’s not fair?’”

Misinformed?

Apatow and Seth Rogen, who starred in
“Neighbors” and is the archetype of the
movie shlub, were enraged. Rogen, for one,
called Hornaday’s piece “horribly insult-
ing and misinformed.” He later added:

“How dare you imply that me getting girls
in movies caused a lunatic to go on a ram-
page.” Hornaday followed up, saying she
did not blame the movies for Rodger’s ac-
tions but “there’s no doubt [movies] power-
fully condition what we desire and feel we
deserve from it.”

And she said, we need to consider “ques-
tions about sexism, insecurity and en-
titlement, how they’ve threaded their way
through an entertainment culture histori-
cally dominated by men and how they’ve
shaped our own expectations as individu-
als and a culture.”

After all, Rodger’s actions are not only
a reason to consider what men do, but also
what happens to women when they run
afoul of rampant misogyny.

Which brings us to the most prominent
cultural reaction to Isla Vista: #YesAll-
‘Women on Twitter.

It has been an attempt to point out that
Rodger’s rage against women was not an
isolated incident but part of a larger pat-
tern of women experiencing harassment,
insult and various kinds of attacks. (The
tag, as CNN noted, was a reaction to the
claim that “not all men” are bad. Even if
they aren’t, all women have been targeted
in some way.)

Not surprisingly, the hashtag resonated.

As Emily Shire wrote in the Daily Beast,
it “led to an outpouring of simultaneously
enlightening and disturbing examples of
common-day occurrences of female ha-
rassment in the workplace and the world
of dating.”

Also unsurprisingly, Shire went on to
worry that #YesAllWomen had lost its
value. For starters, it turned the “highly
disturbed, socially isolated” Rodger into
a representative of mass misogyny based
on his words, when “we don’t know what
exactly drove” a “deranged 22-year-old” to
violence.

At the same time, Shire feared that
#YesAllWomen was being attached to far

more trivial issues than those raised by
the shootings and the conversation about
women.

Does a discussion about women’s body
images in TV sitcoms “really belong in
a discussion about mass murder?” Shire
asked.

And to that I say, as I do to Ann Horna-
day, that yes, we need to talk about these
things. Hornaday’s reference to shlubby
men is part and parcel with what one critic
dubbed “male pattern optimism”: televi-
sion series’ pairing of ordinary-looking
men with exceedingly attractive women.
Culture is not about single incidents, even
ones as horrible as the Isla Vista shootings,
but about the way ideas and attitudes per-
meate art, entertainment and argument.
All of that affects how people, especially
the young and easily influenced, think
about the world.

It is not, and should not be, the only in-
fluence. There should be other material
offering a counterweight. There should be
people in our lives challenging and test-
ing cultural ideas, forcing us not to absorb
what we see but to think carefully about
it. But that does not mean we ignore the
implications of the ideas presented to us.
Hornaday’s argument is worth discuss-
ing. While #YesAllWomen may have some
trivial tweets — what topic doesn’t these
days? — it also demands the kind of atten-
tion that takes us far beyond 140 charac-
ters and a hashtag.

We are not a culture free of sexism. I
keep thinking of the recent case of an Indi-
ana woman, drugged and raped repeatedly
by her then-husband.

When the man was convicted of his
crimes, the judge reportedly asked his ex
to forgive him — and sentenced the rap-
ist not to jail but to a long period of house
arrest.

Yes, all women.

Rich Heldenfels writes about popular culture for
the Beacon Journal and Ohio.com.

Congress long past point of harmless inaction

By DaN K. THOMASSON
McClatchy-Tribune News Service

WASHINGTON
he humorist said of Calvin
Coolidge, “He didn’t do anything,
but that is exactly what we wanted
done.” In 1948, Harry Truman

won his own term in the White House by
railing against the do-nothingness of the
Congress controlled by the Republicans.

That easily could be repeated about
both the current president and most of the
Congresses in the 21st century with the
exception of the adoption of a highly con-
troversial health care reform, an act that
passed on a one-party vote that cost the
Democrats control of the House.

Is there much doubt left that the people’s
government as represented by 1600 Penn-
sylvania Avenue and Capitol Hill is in big
trouble? Faced with an intransigent Repub-
lican majority in the lower chamber and
not much of a Democratic majority in the
Senate, Barack Obama seems paralyzed
by his own inability to game the system, re-
lying largely on Coolidge-like appearances
(sans war bonnets or a big fish) with school
kids and statements to the public from the
bully pulpit.

He seems destined to be preserved in
history mainly as the first African-Ameri-
can to win the job with a nod for bringing
health insurance to millions of Americans
who didn’t have it previously (and the ver-
dict is still out on that). His lofty goals of
2008 and ’12 will remain unfulfilled unless
by a miracle he could gain back what his

party lost in 2010, the House, and maintain
the narrow hold on Senate. Republicans
may lose a seat or two in the House but
not control and the Democratic fortunes in
the upper chamber remain vulnerable at
this point partly because of the president’s
unpopularity.

Once again the major problems facing
the nation from immigration to energy to
tax reform to climate change most likely
will have to wait for another administra-
tion. And the odds of success for the next
person in the White House are long under
the current atmosphere on the Hill. Con-
gress has taken on the characteristics of a
failed institution with mediocre leadership
from both parties. The list of put-off “to
do” things gets longer every week. Fewer
and fewer bills are being introduced and
less and less time is being spent in session.

If the House majority leader’s calendar
for the year holds true, the “statesmen” we
elect to oversee our well-being will come
to together officially only 112 of about 264
working (excuse the expression) days this
year. That number could change with a
weekend session or two, which come only
in a crisis. Statistics provided by The New
York Times the other day showed that there
were 18 percent fewer bills introduced
through May than last year’s number.

That might not be such a bad thing con-
sidering the fact large numbers of its mem-
bers seem more interested in ideological
purity than a sensible approach to legis-
lating. As Will Rogers said all those years
ago, Congress might be the largest collec-

tion of comedians in history — every time
they tell a joke it becomes a law. While that
might be a bit extreme, it clearly depicts
today’s atmosphere.

It has been years since the essentials
of providing the wherewithal for running
the government have been accomplished
in regular order. Appropriations are not
handled with individual bills but are con-
signed to continuing resolutions that are
omnibus in nature and full of waste in fact.
At the end of each legislative year, the con-
gressional hands dip into the taxpayer’s
pockets and out come the bills to hang on
a Christmas tree full of goodies designed
to raise campaign funds and preserve
incumbency.

The costs of the latter have become so
extraordinarily high that much of those
days out of session are spent hustling for
bucks, in fact. All this once again testifies
to the accuracy that we have the best Con-
gress money can buy.

How do we solve the problem of a de-
mocracy so imbued with a culture of self-
preservation that it is feeding on itself?
We probably can’t. Doing nothing may be
just the way of life we have brought upon
ourselves by not paying more attention to
the quality of those we elect to public of-
fice. There may be some solace in the fact
that when they’re not doing anything, they
aren’t doing any harm. But inaction is good
only to a point. We long ago reached that.
Dan Thomasson is an op-ed columnist for

McClatchy-Tribune and a former vice president of
Scripps Howard Newspapers.
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Debates aside, be glad Bergdahl is safe

By RoBIN ABCARIAN
Los Angeles Times

he backlash against the Obama
administration prisoner exchange
(five high-ranking Taliban pris-
oners at Guantanamo Bay for
one American Army sergeant who has
been shuttled between Afghanistan and
Pakistan) appears to be unfolding on two
fronts: the personal and the political.

The personal attack is aimed at 28-year-
old Sgt. Bowe Bergdahl by fellow soldiers
who, free to speak now that Bergdahl has
beenreleased, say the soldier, who was then
a private first class, voluntarily walked off
his post in 2009, indirectly causing the
deaths of at least six soldiers who tried to
retrieve him.

“Bergdahl was a deserter and soldiers
from his own unit died trying to track him
down,” writes Nathan Bradley Bethea, who
served in the same battalion as Bergdahl
and participated in some of those rescue
efforts. Bergdahl should not, Bethea in-
sists, be treated as a hero.

That assault dovetails with the politi-
cal assault against the prisoner swap that
is picking up steam among conservatives,
especially among congressional Republi-
cans. They say the Obama administration
did not give Congress a required 30-day
notice before transferring prisoners from
Guantanamo Bay. Secretary of Defense
Chuck Hagel said Sunday on “Meet the
Press” that the swap had to take place
quickly, as Bergdahl’s “safety and health”
were at risk.

While politicians of both parties ex-
press joy and relief that America’s only
known prisoner of war is coming home,
Republicans insist the swap will only em-
bolden terrorists and endanger American
lives. House Republicans have already an-
nounced they will investigate.

Republican Sen. John McCain, the only
member of Congress to have been a pris-
oner of war, has been an especially harsh
critic. On Sunday, on “Face the Nation,”
the Arizona senator criticized the swap,
describing the five Guantanamo prisoners
as “the hardest of the hard core” and “the
highest high-risk people,” warning that
they could “re-enter the fight.”

But McCain’s outrage is somewhat disin-

Drew Nas, THe (Twin Faus, Ipano) Times-News/AP

Rachel Malone, 17, ties balloons along Main Street in Hailey, Idaho, on Salurday after
3 from

the announcement that Army Sgt. Bowe
genuous. He has known for more than two
years that the United States was negotiat-
ing a swap. (The freed prisoners are to live
under some form of house arrest in Qatar
rather than be returned to Afghanistan.)

According to the late Michael Hastings,
who wrote a long profile of Bergdahl for
Rolling Stone in June 2012, administration
officials had briefed “a handful of sena-
tors,” including McCain, on their efforts to
trade five Taliban prisoners for Bergdahl
in January 2012.

“McCain reluctantly came around on
the prisoner exchange, accordmg to those
present at the meeting,” wrote Hastings,
“but he has continued to speak out against
negotiating with the Taliban.” (The 2012
swap fell through, Hastings reported, after
the Taliban balked at some of the condi-
tions of the release.)

We’ll be learning more about the cir-
cumstances of Bergdahl’s capture in the
coming days and weeks. Clearly, there is

has been

confusion about how to think about him.
The Drudge Report on Monday morning
captured the ambivalence with a banner
headline accompanying a photo of Berg-
dahl: “Hero Deserter?”

The Taliban, and Bergdahl, have an
obvious interest in portraying his disap-
pearance in Afghanistan as involuntary. In
a 2009 video of Bergdahl released by the
Taliban, the then-23-year-old soldier says,
“I was lagging behind a patrol when I was
captured.”

The Army, of course, has every inter-
est in dispelling the idea that one of its
own was kidnapped. Hastings described
Bergdahl’s 2009 disappearance as volun-
tary flight by a soldier disillusioned with
the American mission in Afghanistan, and
the callous way he felt U.S. soldiers treated
Afghan civilians.

As Hastings wrote:

“In the early morning hours of June 30,
according to soldiers in the unit, Bowe ap-

proached his team leader not long after he
got off guard duty and asked his superior a
simple question: If I were to leave the base,
would it cause problems if I took my sensi-
tive equipment?

“Yes, his team leader responded — if you
took your rifle and night-vision goggles,
that would cause problems.

“Bowe returned to his barracks, a rough-
ly built bunker of plywood and sandbags.
He gathered up water, a knife, his digital
camera and his diary. Then he slipped off
the outpost.”

In his remarkably prescient piece, Hast-
ings noted Bowe’s tour of duty “mirrored”
the American experience in Afghanistan.
Both, he wrote, were “marked by tragedy,
confusion, misplaced idealism, deluded
thinking and, perhaps, a moment of insan-
ity. And it is with Bowe that the war will
likely come to an end.”

A week ago, President Barack Obama
detailed how, after 12 years, the American
military effort in Afghanistan is drawing
to a close. Four days later, he stood with
Bergdahl’s parents at the White House to
announce the swap.

Republicans who predict that the release
of the five Taliban prisoners will result in a
“Willie Horton moment” for Obama ignore
the fact that the president will never run
for office again.

As an election issue, Afghanistan will
fade.

It’s hard to imagine the prisoner swap
will have much of an impact on the com-
ing congressional midterm elections, or
even the presidential race in 2016. After
all, Hillary Rodham Clinton, who was sec-
retary of state during most of Bergdahl’s
captivity, was said to be wary of any pris-
oner swap. And since she has been out of
office since February 2013, no one can
blame her for it now.

As for the personal attacks on Bergdahl,
they should fade, too. Five years in cap-
tivity, living in fear of beheading or some
other gruesome death, is a severe penalty
for what may have been a rash, immature
act.

Let’s not get caught up in debating his
patriotism or courage. That is now beside
the point. He has surely suffered enough.

Robin Abcarian is a Los Angeles Times columnist.

The problem at the VA: ‘performance perversity’

By DoNaLp MoyNIHAN

he acting inspector general’s in-

vestigation into delays at Veterans

Health Administration facilities

points to problems so systemic
that they cannot be attributed to a few bad
apples. But the report does not tell us why
these problems occurred.

The most likely answer is “performance
perversity”: Imperfect performance mea-
sures were tied to pay incentives. Such
performance incentives have been por-
trayed as the best way to manage all kinds
of public services, even as evidence of their
problems mounts.

According to a 2012 VHA guideline on
how to evaluate performance, being “re-
sults driven” constituted half of the evalu-
ation for VHA network directors. The only
easily measurable factor listed under the
“results driven” category was that patients
not wait more than 14 days from their de-
sired date for an appointment.

This 14-day target was clearly taken
seriously by administrators, to the point
that they appeared to have created a par-
allel system of recording data, according
to the inspector general’s report released

last week. This parallel system made per-
formance look better, but it bore little rela-
tion to reality. Schedulers reported being
pressured by supervisors to enter a date
when an appointment was available as the
patient’s preferred date, or to cancel and
re-enter appointments closer to the actual
appointment date to minimize the official
waiting time.

The result was that the official data from
the Phoenix facility reported an average
wait time of 24 days, with 43 percent of pa-
tients seen in the 14-day window. But last
week’s report suggests that the true aver-
age wait time was much longer — 115 days,
with 84 percent of patients waiting more
than 14 days. An additional 1,700 veterans
seeking appointments in Phoenix were not
even on the official waiting list.

This pattern is similar to other examples
of performance perversity. Britain has
used performance targets in an effort to
speed up health services. One was to see
admitted patients within four hours of
arrival at emergency rooms. The result?
Ambulances were diverted from hospitals
that did not want to miss the target times,
or they were forced to wait in parking lots
for hours before patients could be official-

ly admitted. Hospitals also had wait-time
targets, and audits suggested widespread
misreporting.

The value of any performance system
depends on the quality of its data and how
the data are used. When data are subject
to manipulation, it’s reasonable to expect
negative outcomes, especially when tar-
gets are attached to strong incentives. The
inspector general and the Government Ac-
countability Office have been reporting for
years that the VHA’s wait-time data were
unreliable, even as the data were being
tied to financial rewards.

This issue is not limited to public-sector
providers, or even to health care.

Performance perversity occurs when
measures imperfectly capture the desired
goal for a service, and when employees feel
strong external pressure to achieve the
target. If employees cannot hit the target
honestly, they do it dishonestly. The moral
compass needed to withstand such pres-
sures is undercut by the performance Sys-
tems: Organizational psy have

comes easier to rationalize manipulating
the system.

The calls for resignations make for good
political theater, but we need systemic so-
lutions to systemic problems. What are our
options?

One solution is to improve the measures
by spending more resources to ensure data
quality. But the inspector general’s report
makes clear that manipulation is so deeply
embedded in scheduling practices that a
routine audit might miss it, and that more
significant cultural change is needed.

Another solution is to disconnect bo-
nuses from imperfect performance mea-
sures. This cuts against the grain of how
we think public organizations should work.
But we need public employees to believe
that hiding problems will not be rewarded.
Veterans would be better served when em-
ployees identify and solve these problems
as a routine part of their job rather than as
whistle-blowers.

warned that pay-for-performance systems
tend to “crowd out” intrinsic beliefs in the
value of a task. As employees come to view
their targets as unrealistic or unfair, it be-

Donald Moynihan is a professor of public affairs
at the University of Wisconsin-Madison and
amember of the National Academy of Public
Administration. This column first appeared in the
Los Angeles Times.
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Thousands
back Assad
in Syrian
election

By ALBERT A1 AND D1aa Hapip
The Associated Press

DAMASCUS, Syria — Waving
photos of President Bashar Assad
and dancing with flags, tens of
thousands of Syrians pledged
renewed allegiance to President
Bashar Assad as they voted Tues-
day in a presidential election that
excluded a vast swath of the pre-
war population and was decried
by the opposition as a charade.

Some stamped their ballots
with blood after pricking their
fingers with pins supplied by the
government in a symbolic act of
allegiance and patriotism. Others
chose to vote in full sight of other
voters and television cameras —
rather than go behind a partition
curtain for privacy.

Men and women wore lapel
pins with Assad’s picture and said
re-electing him would give the
Syrian leader more legitimacy to
find a solution to the devastating
three-year
conflict that
activists say
has  killed
more than
160,000 peo-
ple, about
a third of
whom were
civilians.

Security
was  tight,
with  mul-
tiple rings of checkpoints set up
around the Syrian capital and its
entrances.

Even as crowds of Assad’s sup-
porters flocked to the polls in Da-
mascus, the sounds of war were
inescapable.

Atleast three fighter jets roared
low over Damascus during the
voting, which residents said was
unusual.

The dull sounds of explosions
also reverberated in the distance
as pro-government forces and
rebels battled in nearby rural
towns and ashy plumes of gray
smoke marked the skyline. Sev-
eral mortar hits were reported
in the capital, including one that
crashed near the Opera House on
a major plaza, though the voting
was largely peaceful.

The balloting is only taking
place in government-controlled
areas, excluding much of north-
ern and eastern Syria. Tens of
thousands of Syrians abroad
voted last week, although many of
the more than 2.7 million Syrian
refugees across the region either
abstained or were excluded by
voting laws.

Assad’s win — all but a fore-
gone conclusion — would give
him a third seven-year term in
office, tighten his hold on power
and likely further strengthen his
determination to crush the insur-
gency against his rule.

The opposition’s Western and
regional allies, including the U.S.,
Britain, France, Saudi Arabia
and Turkey, have called the vote
a sham.

Assad

AP photos

Residents seek refuge in an underground bomb shelter during air raids by the Ukrainian air force in
Slovyansk, eastern Ukraine, on Tuesday.

Ukraine military launches
offensive against rebels

By NEBI QENA

The Associated Press

SLOVYANSK, Ukraine —
Ukrainian troops on Tuesday
launched an offensive against pro-
Russian insurgents in the eastern
city of Slovyansk and advanced
through the city’s outskirts, the
nation’s interior minister said.

Arsen Avakov said government
troops broke through rebel posi-
tions around the village of Se-
menovka on the eastern fringe of
Slovyansk. “An active offensive
stage of the counterterrorist oper-
ation is underway in Slovyansk,”
he wrote on his Facebook page.

Local residents said several
Ukrainian combat jets and heli-
copter gunships attacked rebel
positions on the eastern outskirts
of Slovyansk, and heavy artillery
barrages have continued through-
out the day.

An AP journalist heard sus-
tained gun and artillery fire and
saw plumes of black smoke rising
over the city.

Avakov warned residents in
Slovyansk and nearby cities of
Kramatorsk and Krasny Liman to
stay at home.

A Ukrainian military officer,
who spoke on condition of ano-
nymity because he wasn’t autho-
rized to speak to the media, said
one serviceman was killed and 13

others were wounded when their
vehicle came under rebel fire near
Slovyansk.

The Interfax news agency quot-
ed Vyacheslav Ponomarev, the
leader of insurgents in Slovyansk,
as saying that his men downed a
Ukrainian jet and a helicopter
gunship. His claim couldn’t be in-
dependently confirmed.

Ukrainian authorities have re-
peatedly announced an escala-
tion in armed operations, only to
eventually back down. Govern-
ment forces have in recent days

been noticeably reinforced to the
north of Slovyansk, however, and
deployment of air power over the
past week has signalled increased
determination.

On Monday, hundreds of rebels
armed with automatic weapons
and rocket-propelled grenades
mounted a daylong siege of a bor-
der guards base on the outskirts of
Luhansk that coordinates the pro-
tection of Ukraine’s border with
Russia. Border guards said they
killed at least five rebels in repel-
ling the attack.

A Ukrainian soldier takes position as he patrols an area close to

Slovyansk, Ukraine, on Tuesday as L

troops an

Islamist militia helps
Libyan PM take office

TRIPOLI, Libya — A group of
Islamist lawmakers on Tuesday
accused Libya’s outgoing prime
minister of hindering the newly
elected prime minister from tak-
ing office, the latest crisis to roil
the North African country as a
renegade general leads an offen-
sive against Islamists.

The lawmakers’ statement
came a day after their ally, Prime
Minister Ahmed Maiteg, took
power with help of an Islamist
militia late Monday, according
to a Facebook post by lawmaker
Fatma al-Majbari. The daily
newspaper Al-Wasat reported
that militiamen from the Libya
Central Shield — one of several
militias on the government’s pay-
roll — accompanied Maiteg to his
office.

Thai junta lifts curfew
at key beach resorts

BANGKOK — Thailand’s mili-
tary junta lifted a curfew Tuesday
at three popular beach resorts but
said the restriction imposed after
its May 22 coup would stay in
place for the rest of the country,
including the capital, Bangkok.

In a televised announcement,
the junta said it was ending the
curfew in Phuket, Koh Samui and
Pattaya “to promote tourism and
to relieve the impact from the
curfew in areas that are peaceful
and free from political protests.”

Report: 10 generals
armed Boko Haram

KADUNA, Nigeria — Ten gen-
erals and five other senior mili-
tary officers were found guilty in
courts-martial of providing arms
and information to Boko Haram
extremists, a leading Nigerian
newspaper reported Tuesday.

The news follows months of
allegations from politicians and
soldiers who have told The As-
sociated Press that some senior
officers were helping the Is-
lamic extremists and that some
rank-and-file soldiers even fight
alongside the insurgents and then
return to army camps. They have
said that information provided
by army officers has helped in-
surgents in ambushing military
convoys and in attacks on army
barracks and outposts in their
northeastern stronghold.

Security tight on eve of
Tiananmen anniversary

BEIJING — Beijing put addi-
tional police on the streets and de-
tained governmentcritics Tuesday
as part of a security crackdown on
the eve of the 25th anniversary of
the crushing of pro-democracy
protests centered on the capital’s
Tiananmen Square.

Police manned checkpoints,
and officers and paramilitary
troops patrolled pedestrian over-
passes and streets surrounding
the square.

The increased security comes
on top of heightened restrictions
on political activists, artists, law-
yers and other government crit-
ics. Dozens have been taken into
detention, forced out of Beijing or
confined to their homes in other
parts of the country.

offensive against pro-Russian insurgents.

From The Associated Press
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Swipe right
for Ms. Righ

Dating apps’ popularity rising

By BARBARA ORTUTAY
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — So, a lady walks into a bar ... Wait,
scratch that. A lady takes out her phone. With a left swipe
of her finger, she dismisses Alex, 25, and Robert, 48. She
swipes right when a photo of James, 24, pops up. It’s a
match. James had swiped right, too. They chat, and make
plans to meet. They’re only three miles apart, after all.

Welcome to the new world of dating. As the near-con-
stant use of smartphones proliferates and as people grow
more comfortable with disclosing their location, a new
class of mobile dating applications is emerging that spans
arange as broad as human desire, itself. Millennials, busy
with school, jobs and social lives, say the apps save time
and let users filter out the undesirables, based on a few
photos, words and Facebook connections.

Unlike the dating websites of yore, with endless profiles
to browse and lengthy messages to compose, newer apps
offer a sense of immediacy and simplicity that in many
ways harkens back to the good old days of just walking up
to a pretty stranger and making small talk.

As with potential mates, there’s an array to choose

rom.

ChristianMingle will “find God’s match for you.”
Hinge’s promise hinges on its ability to hook you up with
friends of friends. Coffee Meets Bagel, meanwhile, will
present you with just one potential mate at noon every day.
Dattch, with a Pinterest-like interface, is for women seek-
ing women. For men look-
ing for men, there’s
Grindr, Jack'd,

Scruff,

cruft,
Boyahoy

and many more. Revealer will let you hear a person’s voice
and only show photos if you're both interested.

The darling dating app
du jour is Tinder, helped
by its simple interface, a
host of celebrity users and a
popularity boost from Sochi
Olympic athletes who used
it to hook up during the
Winter Games.

Tinder, like many dat-
ing apps, requires people
to log in using their Face-
book profiles, which users
say adds a certain level of
trust. Facebook, after all,
is built on knowing people’s
real identities. Your Tinder
photos are your Facebook
photos. Users can reject
or accept potential mates
with a left or right swipe of
their finger. If both people
swipe right on Tinder, the
app flashes “It’s a match!”
and the pair can exchange
messages.

Because messages can
only come from a person
you've ‘“right-swiped,” un-
wanted advances are filtered out. The system avoids one of
the more vexing problems of older-generation dating web-
sites, where users, especially women, can become inundat-
ed with messages from unwelcome suitors. They also offer
a generation raised on Google and social media a chance to
do background checks on potential mates.

“If you are in a bar and a guy comes to talk to you, you
are immediately going to be freaked out and you don’t want
to talk to them because they are drunk,” said Melissa El-
lard, 23, who uses Hinge and said she wouldn’t have gone
on a date in the past six months were it not for the app.
“When you are using the app, you get to look at their pic-
ture and see background information. You get to decide
‘whether you want to continue it or not. en I
meet someone, I want to know everything
about them before I go on a date with
them.”

While they are still new, dat-
ing apps — used for

Melissa Ellard sits with her dog, Nike, in Foxborough,

a date in the past six months were it not for Hinge,
a dating app whose promise hinges on its ability to
hook you up with friends of friends.

anything from one-night-stands to serious dating, and even
finding new friends while traveling — are emerging as the
use of older dating websites is
moving into the mainstream.
A recent Pew study found that
some 9 percent of U.S. adults
say they’ve used dating sites or
mobile dating apps, up from 3
percent in 2008. Of those who
are “single and looking,” the
number jumps to 38 percent,
according to the 2013 survey.
The crowd trends slightly
younger, with the largest
group of users between 25 and
44. Clearly, many people have
grown comfortable with online
dating just as they have with
shopping, banking and book-
ing travel over the Internet.

Creators of some of the more
ambitious apps say they have
their sights set beyond roman-
tic matchmaking to what they
call “social discovery,” help-
ing people meet business con-
nections, new friends while
traveling or moving to a new
city. Tinder’s co-founder, Jus-
tin Mateen, insists that his cre-
ation is not a hookup app and
wasn’t created to facilitate one-night stands.

Just don’t tell that to Tinder users.

“Iused Tinder before I found out about Hinge and it was
creep central, it was just weird,” said Ellard, who lives out-
side Boston, runs a startup, works in jewelry sales and has
a fashion radio segment. “I used it for a few months but
instead of looking for someone, it was more like a funny
joke,” she said.

For some, though, Tinder can be liberating. Platt said
the app “equalizes gender power,” and noted that he hears
as many of his female students talk about it as male ones.

“Everyone has the same finger and ability to click,” he
said. “It’s not like the guy
buys the drink.”

CuarLes Krupa/AP
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Driver flees traffic

stop with cop in car

N FLORENCE — A man
who allegedly fled from

atraffic stop in southern New Jer-

sey with a police officer inside his

car is facing numerous charges.

Florence police told the Burl-
ington County Times that Randy
Eno Mase, 19, of Wilmington,
Del., was stopped early Saturday
for speeding.

When officers started speaking
with Mase, they said he tried to
drive off. An officer then entered
the car through the driver’s side
door and tried to stop him, but
Mase drove off with the officer
still in the vehicle. A short time
later, the officer was able to stop
the vehicle.

Mase faces numerous charges,
including aggravated assault,
eluding and drug charges. He
also faces several motor vehicle
citations.

Protesters rally for teen
charged with swearing
M BRIGHTON — Protest-
ers spouting obscenities
have rallied in support of a south-
eastern Michigan man who was
ticketed for swearing in public.

The Livingston County Daily
Press & Argus said about 30
people turned out for the protest
Saturday. The newspaper said the
rally had an obscene name, and
protesters shouted obscenities.

Protesters held signs that in-
cluded “City revenue trumps 1st
Amendment rights in Brighton”
and “Brighton ... where free
speech costs $200.”

Colin Andersen said a police
officer ticketed him April 11
for disorderly conduct when he
swore after a friend was ticketed
for skateboarding in Brighton, a
community about 35 miles north-
west of Detroit.

Gov. opposes plan to
allow election betting
N CARSON CITY — Gov.
Brian Sandoval has
come out against a proposal to
make Nevada the first state to per-
mit betting on federal elections.

The Republican governor de-
scribed himself as “more of a
traditionalist” when it comes to
betting.

“As T think through it, unless
I'm convinced otherwise, it is not
something I would support,” he
told the Las Vegas Sun on Friday.
“The state has done fine on sports
and horse-race betting and other
events.”

Sandoval noted state gambling
regulators have opposed the pro-
posal in the past, and a state leg-
islative panel failed to support it
this week.

Man auctions rare
comic book collection

LOUISVILLE — The

first glimpses of iconic

heroes Superman, Batman and

Flash are part of a rare comic

book collection a Kentucky man

is auctioning off to the highest
bidders.

Paducah insurance executive

John C. Wise decided it was time

THE CENSUS

9

The number of West Virginia lottery players this year who have held Powerball tickets worth at least $1 mil-
lion. While five other states have had more people win $1 million or more, they are bigger than West Virginia,
which is No. 1 per capita. West Virginia averages one Powerball ticket worth at least $1 million for about every
200,000 of its 1.8 million residents.

A grand old day

Karim Elboraey, left, and Lucas Larson, right, decided it would be fun to walk along Grand Avenue in St. Paul, Minn., on Sunday dressed

as bat pigs “just because,” they said. People they encountered, such as Abigail Meyer, shown

JerF WHEELER, THE (MinnEaPOLIS) STAR TRIBUNE/AP

above, inexplicably wanted to hug them, and

they were only too happy to oblige during Grand Old Day, which is St. Paul’s annual one-day festival to kick off the summer festival season.

to sell the collection he’s been ac-
cumulating over three decades,
revisiting a childhood pastime
that he picked up again in the
1980s after he became estab-
lished in his career.

The books that Wise is auction-
ing sold for as little as 10 cents
when they were published, many
in the late 1930s and 1940s. Some
of the issues in good condition
today can fetch hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars. He is auctioning
about 175 comics individually,
and online bidders have already
committed at least a half-million
dollars to the auction, which ends
Tuesday.

Hunt for “HiddenCash”

moves to the beach

c HERMOSA BEACH

— The California cash

rush has moved to the beach.
More than the usual kids with

pails and men with metal detec-

tors were digging through the

sand in Hermosa Beach on Satur-
day as the anonymous man with

the Twitter handle HiddenCash
moved his upscale scavenger hunt
from San Francisco to Southern
California.

City News Service reported
that the anonymous benefactor
buried 36 small plastic Angry
Birds orbs in the sand.

The account then tweeted:
“Hermosa Beach, between the
pier and the volleyball nets to
your left (as you face the ocean),”
at about 11:30 a.m. “Go!” Most
were found by S p.m.

The same Twitter persona di-
rected people to envelopes with
$50 and $100 inside them in San
Francisco last week.

The cash-dropper said his give-
aways are a “social experiment
for good.”

3-vehicle crash kills 2;
11-vehicle crash kills 4
F JACKSONVILLE — —
The Florida Highway
Patrol said six people are dead

after two chain-reaction crashes
on Interstate 95 near Jackson-

ville, Fla.

The crashes happened late Sat-
urday in Flagler and St. Johns
counties and closed sections of
the major interstate through Sun-
day morning.

The Florida Times-Union re-
ported that two people were killed
in a three-vehicle crash south of
Palm Coast Parkway in Flagler
County late Saturday afternoon.
Several hours later, four people
were killed in an 11-vehicle crash
in St. Johns County. Officials
have not yet released the names
of those killed.

Girl drowns at birthday
party as guests sing
o COLUMBUS — Police
in Ohio said a 4-year-
old girl has drowned in a pool
during a party, apparently while
guests were singing “Happy
Birthday” to another child.
Columbus police said the fam-
ily of Eleanor Schilling found her
at the bottom of the backyard pool
Saturday evening in Columbus.

Authorities said many of the
dozens of partygoers were sing-
ing “Happy Birthday” to a 1-year-
old before adults spotted Sinaia at
the bottom of the pool.

Married 70 years,

couple die day apart

P PITTSBURGH — A
Pittsburgh couple mar-

ried for 70 years have died a day

apart.

Their daughter, Suzanne Rosen-
berger, said her father, 95, fell ill
after saying goodbye to her moth-
er, 91, and died the next day.

The Pittsburgh Post-Gazette
reported that the couple, Robert
and Eleanor Schilling, died in late
May at a personal care home.

Rosenberger said her mother
could barely remember life be-
fore meeting her father. She said
her mother ignored her family’s
wishes when she ran off to get
married in April 1944.

From wire reports
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Nyong’o joins ‘Star Wars’ cast

Three months after winning an Oscar,
Lupita Nyong’o is going to a galaxy far, far
away.

The Walt Disney Co. announced Monday
that Nyong’o, below, is joining the cast of
“Star Wars: Episode VIL.” The 31-year-old
actress became a breakthrough star for
her award-winning per-
formance in “12
Years a Slave.”

Also added
tothe cast was
Gwendoline
Christie, best
known for play-
ing the hulking
Brienne of Tarth
on HBO’s “Game
of Thrones.”

When the prin-
cipal cast of “Episode VII” was announced
last month, the lack of women raised eye-
brows. Nyong’o and Christie join an en-
semble that includes John Boyega, Daisy
Ridley, Adam Driver, Oscar Isaac and
Andy Serkis.

Production is underway for the movie,
which is being directed by J.J. Abrams. It's
slated to open in December 2015.

From The Associated Press

Reznor to remain with Beats

Trent Reznor and officials at Beats
By Dre agree: Reznor is still with the
company.

Reznor, below, tweeted Monday that he
remains the company’s chief creative offi-
cer. Apple Inc. bought the headphones and
streaming music company
last week in a $3 billion
deal.

Reports specu-
lated that the Nine
Inch Nails leader
would not follow
Beats founders
Jimmy Tovine
and Dr. Dre to
Apple as the com-
pany is absorbed.

He wrote “YES I

am still CCO of Beats Music and looking
forward to what lies ahead with Apple” on
Twitter. A spokeswoman with Beats con-
firms that Reznor remains CCO and that
role will not change.

The Grammy and Oscar winner joined
Beats in January 2013 when plans to enter
the streaming market were launched.

From The Associated Press

‘Breaking Bad’ tops on Twitter

AMC’s “Breaking Bad” is the champion
of a new television metric: more second-
screen activity on Twitter than any other
TV series last season.

The Nielsen company, for the first time,

is measuring how many people are reading
tweets about particular TV programs the
night they are on the air.
“Breaking Bad,”
the drug-dealing
drama starring
Bryan Cranston,
right, is the initial
champion, withan
average of 6 mil-
lion people see-
ing tweets during
each episode and
the three hours
both before and
after, Nielsen said Monday. Last Septem-
ber’s series finale hit 9.1 million.

Another AMC series, “The Walking
Dead,” came in second with an average
of 5.17 million people seeing tweets about
each episode. Three ABC series — “The
Bachelor,” “Scandal” and “Dancing with
the Stars” — finished in the top 10.

From The Associated Press

Joroan STRAUSS, INVISION/AP

Lucy Hale’s debut country album, “Road Between,” was released on Tuesday.

Taking the high ‘Road’

Actress Lucy Hale doesn't kiss and tell on country debut

By NicoLE EvaTt
The Associated Press

ucy Hale’s fans might clamor to

know whom she’s singing about

in her upbeat “Kiss Me” or her

breakup anthem “Goodbye Gone,”
but the 24-year-old actress isn’t spilling all
her secrets in her debut album.

“I'll never reveal what it's about,” said
Hale, who says she’s enjoying the specula-
tion. “I mean some of it is a little bit ob-
vious, at least obvious to the people that
know me the best.”

Hale is best known for playing Aria
Montgomery on ABC Family’s popular
teen drama “Pretty Little Liars.” (The
show’s summer premiere is June 15 on
AFN-Family.)

The Memphis, Tenn., native described
her pop-country album, “Road Between,”
as “modernized Shania (Twain).”

In a recent interview, she said singing
feels more scary and vulnerable than act-
ing, but in the end, she found the two-year

recording process therapeutic.

Hale wanted to be hands-on with the
project, so she learned to play guitar and
tried songwriting. She co-wrote one track,
“Just Another Song,” and made sure she
felt a personal connection to the rest.

“It’s all stuff that I've gone through. I
knew that if I'm singing someone else’s
words it has to be 100 percent something
that I felt before.”

Hale will fulfill another dream when she
performs June 21 at the Grand Ole Opry
in Nashville. She had to cancel an earlier
performance due to illness.

Hale said her first love has always been
music, and she hopes to continue juggling
singing and acting like one of her idols,
Tim McGraw.

“I love what he’s done,” she said. “He’s
still selling out arenas, but he’s doing great
movies like ‘The Blindside’ and ‘Country
Strong,” and he’s got a beautiful wife and
kids and has all these beautiful homes. So if
I could, like, somehow find a small percent-
age of what he’s done, that would be cool.”

Illinois woman’s winning
streak on ‘Jeopardy! ends

The reign of the winningest female con-
testant in “Jeopardy!” history has come to
an end.

Julia Collins, 31, lost during her 21st ap-
pearance on the pre-taped episode of the
TV game show that aired Monday. The
Chicago-area resident accumulated a total
of $428,100 during her 20 victories on the
syndicated series.

Collins, right, was vanquished by Brian
Loughnane, an investment operations
manager from Scituate, Mass. Collins went
into the final-question showdown in second
place, bet everything and lost it.

Loughnane, who is
from Ireland,
won $22,600.

The clue that
stumped Collins:
The New Eng-
land writer who
in 1999 became
the last person to
win an Oscar for
adapting his own |
novel as a screen- &
play. She failed
to answer with the correct question: Who
is John Irving? The novel and film was
“Cider House Rules.”

Monday’s game “just didn’t go my way,”
Collins said in a phone interview, adding,
“I couldn’t have loved being on the show
more.”

Host Alex Trebek’s salute to Collins after
her streak ended: “Well done, young lady.”

Collins said she was glad her record
might serve as an example of female
achievement.

“If it helps dispel the idea that women
aren’t as good ‘Jeopardy!’ players as men,
that would be great,” she said. “It’s good
to see women being applauded for being
smart.”

Her winnings helped finance a dream
trip to Paris, where she rented an apart-
ment for a month. Some might fund future
travel adventures, Collins said.

The previous top female player for con-
secutive wins was Stephanie Jass, who took
seven games in a row in season 29. Collins
displaced her and Larissa Kelly, who was
No. 1 in total winnings with $222,597.

Collins holds the No. 2 spot for most con-
secutive wins behind all-time “Jeopardy!”
champ Ken Jennings, who won 74 straight
games and $2.5 million in season 21.

She is the third-highest money winner
for non-tournament play on “Jeopardy!”
behind Jennings and Dave Madden, who
won $430,400.

From The Associated Press.

Man arrested on red carpet says he never hit Pitt

The Associated Press

The ex-journalist who was arrested after
jostling with Brad Pitt at the “Maleficent”
premiere last week said Monday he was
merely trying to give the actor a hug and
didn’t mean him any harm.

Vitalii Sediuk, a former Ukrainian tele-
vision reporter, told The Associated Press
in an interview that he was in a fan area of
the event that was open to the public when
he went in to give the actor a hug. Sediuk,
25, has gained a reputation for outlandish
pranks on red carpets in Moscow, Los An-
geles and, last month, at the Cannes Film
Festival when he crawled underneath
America Ferrera’s dress at a premiere.

His contact with Pitt led to Sediuk’s ar-
rest. He spent two days in jail, where he
said he watched television coverage of the
incident, before pleading no contest to bat-
tery and unlawful activity at a sporting or
entertainment event Friday. He was sen-
tenced Friday to three years of probation,
a year’s worth of psychiatric counseling

and ordered to stay away from Pitt.

“I don’t mind an exhibitionist, but if this
guy keeps it up he’s going to spoil it for the
fans who have waited up all night for an
autograph or a selfie, because it will make
people more wary to approach a crowd,”
Pitt wrote in a statement to People maga-
zine. “And he should know, if he tries to
look up a woman’s dress again, he’s going
to get stomped.”

Other news

® Oliver Stone will write and direct a
film about Edward Snowden, one of two
high-profile films in the works about the
National Security Agency leaker. Stone
announced Monday that he plans to adapt
“The Snowden Files: The Inside Story of
the World’s Most Wanted Man,” a book by
Guardian journalist Luke Harding. He will
have deep-pocketed competition. Sony Pic-
tures last month purchased the big-screen
rights to Glenn Greenwald’s “No Place to
Hide: Edward Snowden, the NSA and the

U.S. Surveillance State.”

® Singer and pop culture star Rihanna
received the Council of Fashion Designers
of America’s 2014 Fashion Icon Award on
Monday night in New York.

m “Mad Men” creator and executive
producer Matthew Weiner will being hon-
ored with the 2014 International Emmy
Founders Award in November.

® Los Angeles police say they have re-
covered a luxury car that was stolen from
Miley Cyrus’ home last week. Lt. Andy Nie-
man says Cyrus’ 2014 Maserati was found
Monday in Simi Valley, about 45 miles
northwest of downtown Los Angeles.

m Ailing radio personality Casey Kasem
can return to the Washington state home
where he’s been staying with his wife if
doctors approve, a judge said Monday, a
day after Kasem, 82, was taken by am-
bulance to a medical facility after an ar-
gument between his wife and one of his
daughters. The ruling marked the latest
twist in the dispute between Jean Kasem
and her stepdaughter, Kerri Kasem.
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Apple unveils new Mac, iPh

By MicHAEL LIEDTKE
The Associated Press

SAN FRANCISCO — Apple’s
Mac operating system is getting
a new design and better ways to
exchange files, while new fea-
tures in the software for iPhones
and iPads include one for keeping
tabs on your health.

Appleexecutive CraigFederighi
pointed out that data from various
fitness-related devices now live in
silos, so you can’t get a compre-
hensive picture of your health.
That will change, he says, with
HealthKit coming to the new mo-
bile software, i0S 8. Apple is also
working with the Mayo Clinic to
make sure your weight, calorie in-
take and other health metrics are
within healthy ranges.

Apple is also making it easier for
various devices to work together.
You can share songs, movies and
books you purchase with your
entire family. Macs and mobile
gadgets will share more features,
and you can share and sync files

between the two more easily.

The company is previewing the
new features at its 25th annual
conference for software develop-
ers in San Francisco. Here are
the highlights on what’s been an-
nounced and what’s coming:

Mac changes

®m You'll be able to search for
content on the computer and on
the Internet at once.

m Apple is expanding its iCloud
storage service so that you can
store and sync files of any type,
not just the ones designed spe-
cifically for iCloud. It’s similar to
how services such as Dropbox let
you work with the same files on
multiple devices more easily.

®m A Mail Drop feature will
make it easier to send large files.
Instead of pushing the entire file
by email and overloading mail
servers, the Mac will create a link
that the recipient can click for the
full file.

The free Mac update will be

out this fall.

iPhone, iPad changes

® Like the new Mac OS, the
iOS 8 system will have a univer-
sal search tool, to cover both your
device and the Internet. It will
also get the iCloud Drive service.

® The new software will sport
interactive notifications, so you
can respond to a message with-
out having to leave another app.
It will have new gestures, such as
double tapping to see a list of fre-
quent contacts.

“quick type” feature
promises predictive typing sug-
gestions. For example, if you start
typing, “Do you want to go to,”
the phone will suggest “dinner”

r “movie” as the next word.

® IOS 8 will have a built-in
health-management tool to help
people track their vital signs, diet
and sleeping habits.

® Apple announced new tech-
nology for controlling garage
doors, thermostats and other

one features

home systems, al though the com-
pany didn’t say how all the pieces
will be linked together through
what it calls HomeKit.

® The iMessage chat service
willnow let you communicate with
devices that aren’t running i0S,
such as those running the rival
Android system from Google.

The new software will likely
come with new devices for the
holiday season, with free updates
available for recent models.

June 2, 2014
Dow Jones 26.46
industrials 16,743.63
Nasdaq -5.42
composite 493799
Standard & 1.40
Poor's 500  1gp4q7
Russell -5.60
2000 1,128.90

Military rates.
Euro costs (June 4).

South Korean won (June 4)..
Commercial rates.

0...
Hong Kong (Doliar)
Hungary (Forint)
Israel (Shekel)
Japan (Yen).

available to customers at military banking
facilities in the country of issuance
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the
Netherlands and the United Klngdcm For
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e.,
purchasing British pounds in Germany),
check with your local military banking
facility. Commercial rates are interbank
rates provided for reference when buying
currency. All figures are foreign currencies
to one dollar, except for the British pound,
which is represented in dolfars-to-pound,
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.)
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= VN G, SIS Uk vnumeemami vt i i 24 Actor Fonda 19 Buddhist sect 48 "Zounds!”
28 A-one 22 Numerical datum, 49 “Clue” weapon
Y0U WANNA i
gy 32 Hold the scepter for short 50 Highland hat
33 Mimic 23 Thespian 51 Bullring bravo
34 Catalonian cats 25 Big brass 52 Boone or
instrument Benatar
2 36 — canto 26 Ht 53 Camnval sit
= b 37 1492 vessel : amival site
E / . 27 Depend (on) 54 Tokyo's old name
5] 39 Lacking balance
e 41 Rise Answer to Previous Puzzle
g K 43 Authentic
44 “Helpl® BlA[W T{I|P
. " sesrEpies et || 46 Erdrick Woods OlLl! E|R]A
RS CLUELESS V' HE SUDDENLY CATS: DoGs KNOW 50 Hush-hush T|E|N N|I|P
AS A MISPRINTED  TALLS OFF THE WHY THEY EAT TRASH| ush-hus
CROSSINORD COUNTER , OK Ly 55 Past N|s[A
56 Jai — m[ofT 3 |
F 57 Staffer A[B|E S|O|[N
s 58 Use a ray gun P[I1]|N S|P|A
v 59 Apportion (out) s[T[A FIE[E[S
H
3 60 Heath | E RIEIN[T
61 Citric drink O|R| | S|U [e)
e 15 B[O|O N|TJA|C|L[E[S
sy ae| | DOWN E[m|u 1B RENE
W IR 1 Shoe style MEE HE HEE
E .
] 6-4 CRYPTOQUIP
Y
H XCLHW LNH FJS FML YXWWZHQ
-3
a

LM LNH QXZWSYXZAQ, N H

IT'S GOOV TO HAVE | TVE ALWAYS { youLL Finp ouT WHO PUT SALAP PRESSING |-
YOU WITH US FOR WONPEREP WHAT s P17 H - x ~ 2

PESERT TRAINING, HAPPERG O SoaN ENoueH - IN MY SHAMPOO?!? NXAZLJXKKS WHCHWWHQ LM
VONALP.

PPENS O
THESE SECRET

NHW XE NZE AJLLHW NXKC.

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: IF YOUR HORSE
REALLY NEEDS TO SCRATCH ITSELF, 1
RECOMMEND TYING IT UP TO THE ITCHING
POST.

Fort Knox

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: N equals H
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*STARS AND STRIPES®

Pace 21

FREE AD Guidelines:

« Free ads are available only DOD ID Card

holders selling personal merchandise.

+ Ads may contain up to 32 words. All Ads
must contain price and contact information
No websites will be accepted in Free ads.

« Stars and Stripes reserves the right to
re-classify, rewrite and reject any ads.

STARSH&STRIPES.

CLASSIFIE

Go to stripes.com to place your free ad.

- - =

Sell fast/ Buy fast

PACIFIC

When you see this 5

camera icon go to stripes.com
to view the uploaded photo.

mmercial Ra

CIV: 0631-3615-9012 or DSN: 583-9012

A 040

140

SCAM
FADS

Classifieds scams can
target both sellers and
buyers with classifieds
advertisements,

Be aware of the common
red flags

Some of the latest Scam
fads arg

W Vehicle buyers wanting to
buy sight unseen and have
the vehicle shipped
through an agent using
paypal.

W People saying Free Dog

(different breeds) for
adoption.

www.oconus.com
Shop for Dad

Autos for Sale
- Germany 142

Patriot Military Automobiles
Pre-Owned Center

insurance
Now Available -
www patiot-autos.net
We are Patriots!"

Pre-owned
US SPEC Vehicles

www vilseckautosales.com
Free Europe-wide delivery
o]

BMW, 316 Compact, 1994
$2000.00 2 door red, good con
gireo, ng” o5t 'Gerian speg

0
Senndid@aenet do”

BMW 325, 3281, 2002 $4900,00
FOR SALE | German spec No
Ataonts: | Gramt =" ChrGiion
Maitenarice: Al services com:
lsted on time Mileage:

; Auto

m * Gearin 2t i

Manusl BN stopironc Smllmg
jinders: Inline

NGS5 gront gas -miace

Peatires: aldminium nms, nav

gallon, “air"“conditon, "parking

assistance, _ powe

Grise. coriroll front seat n ar

00, Sliding -roof. non-smol

car, 6 disc Ch-changer \ncludes
+ of summer fires & rims ar

nier iy &
01655663277 “hanna krall@ho
tmail.com

SELLER BEWARE

Individuals placing
classified advertising
should use discretion in
concluding the sale of their
property. Not all potential
buyers are reputable or
honest. Stars and Stripes
suggests that you take

Autos for Sale Autos for Sale Autos for Sale Autos for Sale Autos for Sale
- Germany 142 |- Germany 142 |- Germany 142 |- Germany 142 |- Germany 142
Pontiac _Sunfire, 2dr Sports | yoelvo 4 door, Limousine, S-80,
Chevrolet, Astro Van. Ford. Ranger XU, Mercedes Benz, 3207 4maii, | Bontiac  Sunfire, 24t Sports | volvo 4 door
gustom made, fully loacied, g‘%ﬂrg 570‘(1)? 00 ngs ruck is |n‘good Wagon, | 1998 1900,00 Al iohe 35 er gy - d-spee 2006 5780000 Fully loaded: &
e R s, S48 fr?n"ea:m" : ‘: e g:s QEK‘EIE%’:\; S‘a?lalpny (n:n%"u‘a'ﬁ"c dane’ AT oo i spler!esl chn‘iv'o\C Smoer Emorach e
catfingers @yahoo com Qﬁé!?é“ﬁas“ﬁ!‘%s s 46y | Blde'win e Ulete e e faev,em:s S A Sg"ﬁ 20 | gelen Systom. nlermiient wio.
34 4D FWD, | brokendncre. ool "'Es\ aTd i Rlusahle Biers’ Seat décw?:gg ERTE N
rakes wore T "

LT %as%ascoao Red, 6 CD! H:seas By o 6as oasy gl:gn Siitroor © Becker Bose HIFI ASk‘agéﬂm.yné‘%g&ké"“s"e 458: éea@',“m"ﬁ."n‘fameé’ %"r;.“a'"\eﬂ '”§ﬁ

Cruss but dc, Fog light System,  Relable Car. Used oot abags, e ¥
En?me ep: Bosch “Info. cvewsdg@yanoa com Daily, Good Mileage, Has be en e “teering 9:
AP how Gomnists cpaust (ot 0%y BT ‘&

resonater and and muflen. Twe
sefs of Ties sef on orignal 16'

A

50 Crome wheels must call and

sSee. 01726223750

to fulfill the ter

to ensure that
potential buyers are
reputable and will be able

sale. Stars and Stripes is not
liable for the contractual
relationship between
sellers and buyers of
merchandise advertised in
the newspaper or on the

ms of the

Chrysler, Dodge Grand Cara-
van® SE 2009 $12490.00 A
GREAT FAMILY CAR Fecently

passed _inspection! Owned ar
Fiainianed oy one famiy. &7
cats Stow and Go - Back up
Camera - DVD player with Rear
Entertaipmont Gotier ! DUzl
flding Doors - Navigation Sy
fom Auiomatic Tvansm\ss‘on
Gt Seals - Koyloss entry -
Fawer Windows, loeks, minors -
ABS Brakes - tri rol -
Pront, S and Cartain Atbaos

;AW E Raci wiih €O Flayer
with MP3 ar fard Drive

i B0 o Siormg must- 168

webssite. Sasd @gahoocom
Corvette, Coupe,

A‘l;ms for Sale 0 ‘B\asdeeagvseﬁ:%uw MT‘rans, Fully
loaded, s

erman Cond ynite” and s

ﬂhangea choroor” o, Only

BMW, 5231, 1999 $5000.00 6 | driven_ in o Sere sire
and coverup in & Garage.

CYL's Sod Menyel, Funs and 16,50000 e Contath

Leather "Segte, "5 kc 172-535-4;

Shenger,  Ney "es "2K2%1 | Corvette, Coupe, 2000, hite,

0174-925-6999

Buw, 5231
oYL
Coather
hanser.

n,

7D v
eats
NP

1999 £500000 &
M

AC,
6 Dish v c
G Looks and

Funs Great, New Tires Brakes.

0174-925-6899

& Mainz_area.

andion maleg

mail.com

BMW, 530xi, 2008 $1500000

Menato blug’ met
auto trans,
ent

anti-dazzlé mirrors, Wwood
cup holders, clec’ seats
Fmory. hested ir. seats, pa

petalicy 272 HP,
it
tom:

distance’ conir. headlght' wash
stem,  xenor _adaptive lights,

AR
with _ braking,
runflat tires with al
fres, alum, winer

‘
Tun

\ﬂoe con\rol Blue\oolh !or ceH
ueel, EMW mgn En

Eng lang" and  owners
handbk L2 i Ucmway mies Bin
68K _new.

ISR =
06123-601276 ki
ail.com

EATING, cise
mhxs pact
i 766 %

& Audm

GE ' spec
ioancnitdgm | ™

o]

M3, 201
B " T

1._$45000.00,
Spec. Aping

o & Bick Prgmum Leather

SarroRRsS

Com:
“Bemtum
ince, DCT with
Plions_inte

raig

osi 421577

dan
>

iy
Dec A\Dme Whme B\ack prem:-

c \u A Corme

remium

i
Dlslar\ce B i

e(mon Packr

oun
Bieiogic

Bncrs. INGration, o

o o T Slandard fodyres,
Gardged," Non Smoling,

Serided: Rore TR hf%?v
Call Cralg +491703875007 S!

BMW, 328i, 2008 LOCATED
AT "US“EMBASSY PRAGUE.

S0 SySter Comes
With srow fires (boughl in 2010]

Price {15200 o o u
Aot STies o us m ear\y
June 1 we

o
5
%

s schaag@lvade gov

BMW, X3 28}, 2013 $32000,00

OBO, blue,
P, automatic,
heated_ seals,
pka.
Condifon™
015140175122,

Navigation,

e
© s Gl

black_ interior, 240

21500 _ miles,

winier, pkgy ¢

areat

Tor pics

stephie.bolden @live.com
X3 28i, 2013 §32000,00

BMW,
80, blle, Dlack Jnterior

‘automat
hea«ed sea's
pka.
Endiion!”
015140175122
@live.c

Nawigation,
iavigation,
g i

240
iles,

Sennigbofien | &

Slack Leather, Auto frans, Eully
loaded, Miles.

Snd. Both white and clear
hangeable Rool_Top. _Only
diver_in the ‘summer. Stored

316 500,00 Firm. © Contatt

172-533-4360.

D 2008
S5800 Red BogE Duango

i Third row soating, Push Sar

f Keith ~ at
BB s0aSHA™

Ford, Ranger XLT,
$7000.00 This
conation, and gele. great ‘gae

mileage and has ery W

Manidned using sKmhauc e

since it w

2.3 engine, wem tires and the

rakes were replaced last year
liner for casy dear

Sfowsdg@yahoo.com
e

£zg!
o5

2012 $20000.00,
| gx geed 4door US Spec;
015146603465 A_keétchum03@
hotmail

gzcoud 008 e 4-dgor U8
poc, 018146603465, A_Ketch

in. Iy, possession ot
High’ kms but well ma\mamed
usds e, ol Can

Wiesoagen. Carrent rederod
Ron e ot o ploase cal
0611-60

015223389615

Mercedes Benz, E320T 4matic
Wagon, 1998, 51000.00 Al
Wheel Drive, 3.2 Litel 225
IR o Suabitty Contor
Braking Assist System, Wetailic
Blie with Blue Upholstery. Heal-
ed Front Seats,” Orthopedically
Adusiable_ Drivérs, Sgat. Glast
roof. Becker & Bose HIFI
Syctem, Reliable  Car. Used
B oo Mieago: 1zs been
D my possession for
Fligh”ids Bt well mainined:
usés no” ol b i
Wiesbaden. Currently registered
por-op. It ineresied pledso cal

06
822he8612

o8

[¢7]

, Jazz, 2011-European
“Manual~ Transmission
lometers -Summer &

Honda

‘ da
Sedionani. "% summer
B et res i g\en of
irend on them. Acking $8.200. f

ing ai
16308 Somict me and
make the _arrangements.
O Teoaa as michas wameri
@us.army.mil

Grand Caravan SXT,
Bright Silvet

irof vacy q\ass
marioa. adams@yahoo com

Dodge, Grand Caravan SXT,
$9000.00; ~Bright Sllvev
Me(a\hb C\eavcoa« 90,380 miles;
SXT "automatic:
Bawar Sidng- doos, windows:
ook diver Soat:-Sto
Seating 2nd and 3 Tow Seats
fold nlo"the floor, OEM radio
with CD; Multizone AC; Cruise
el ABSER A Glase
Wintertres.”marioa.adams @ya

o]

Dodge, Nitro RT, 2007
$15000.00, OBO_1 owner non-
smoker, 4x4, Power Drivers
Seat, PW. reriote start, 2 sels of
fims and " tires both seis_about
50%, new breaks, NAV and in
dasfi 'DVD” by Mopar, " park
sssiy, doaler mam(amed Re-
cently bou car an
dont’ wam 95 Say 0 Ship her
bag US 'Some scraiches
e paim s a small Grack in
the rear bumper cover
Querall n auisiandin Concion:
No dealers please. dxocculta@
RSmaicom

g 560,00 55 S21e 6800 Has
5,000, mics ang rune

vl
\F:nmemalsly 1" interested. call
ol 0751 2 85555 10 6o o

o]

FORD, MONDEO GHIA WAG:
{ev 2.0, 2000 " $2000
8o, Eumﬂean B 4o i
PAségnl ISPECTION 19 MAY
2012, Kii=to~ 102,000
Rhios, 38 nwnsn Great car no
probléms, Amost new M&S all
3g8s0n fres, Good cn gas geis
about 30 s lo he” gallon
speed, Keyless 4niny.

Clean' mtenmnun ‘smoker, heat-

ed seats, lumbar”support, en-
gine_heater, player  with
Seering comrel fog _ lights,

power ' doot

poyer” windows,
focks,

mail shannoncamp796:

Jeep Grand Chorokee . dxt;
Qverland mmit, 2012
SR, excalont condiion
and fully loaded , M

X ey e do
Cover- original purchase  order
wil cover 100°% ofall arcas: wi

Py
o3
o

=
B

ranstarab\s inder conditions fot

uiomatic
spee

comrmeu “Bus” enlerlammem

stem - Adapfive Gruise Con:

i1 ‘Extras: Winter e - whesl
package ~ Weather Tech floor
an rear liner
62042006 @gmail.com

MAZDA, 6, 2008 $8000.00 -US
SPECS ™ Amom(alm Winter and

Sumrer Tires e set of
or - locks, indon

i, Great un gs - * Aaihio
immediatel iles, yes
o5 Yelrs

%S o 60 as Yaak
dsn314-598-3300

Mazda, Miata, 1994 $1200.00

Justin_time

Tins great. reliabla.and ots. of
mall gt booi@yahoo com

Gall belyeen 1700 and 2100

a\ 0551 18527082. Located in

Mazda, Miata, 1994 $1200,00

Groal Tolabio and ots ot
mail gf. booth @yahoo.com
or Gall belween 1700’ and 2100

&1 GosT-18557083. Located in
ambe

Mazda, MX-S Miata Grand
Louring, 2005 920000 Copper
Re eed manual; ai; cruise
conticl, power window & mir-

fors; keyless entry & Start; Boso
T-speaker sound system’ ant-
HID “head-

Mazda, MX-5 Miata Grand
Tuunng- 2006 3090560 Coper

peed manual, air Ciuise
Control- power window & e
o] kegless niry start; Bose

T Sound Systor ani;
e n/ B hea
s slabm ©ligctionconrol:
Price $10,500:
Email gl booih@, yahoocom of
phone osi 18527682 beteon

1700 and 2

Mercedes, _E200, 1999
FE000 or sal i in AUTO:
MATIC blie green

“brobiems]
indide " and
has 270.000 k.
3400 cash please. We are in
Wiesbadeh. sergelana

mail.com. “Call
176-69350-983.
s}

Mercedes, E200, 1999,
$3400.00. Gorgeous blue-green

$3400 "(or 2500
eums) cash please. We Iive in
Hnerverg area, (Wiesbaden)

foase - amail stions
sejaclanagmay Lcom. - Call
6-69342601 or
81748008
Mercedes, E-250 cdi, 2011
$37000.00 Advanigarde. Dlesel
perfect conditio
&lic biack, \eathen e,
avigatio fail M
cedes sewlcmF pariironic, mul-
i contour seats, TUV v alid Nov

80 liter” tank, premium
Souna system, i-pod USB, ski
bag, comfor phone, extra alr-
bags, ‘automatic sieéring head

Berlin with oniginal

ner
Wob2T2500 As0sss0! For
more Informaion piease contact
Paul at spencerldy@yahoo.com
or +49 171 765 2288.

Mercedss, 250 cd 2011
351 poriact Sondinch dara

Metafic black, le theng hegted
seats, _navigaio il
Ricrcsas" Eniemg” parkiionic
mui_contour seats, TUV Vali
Nov 215, 80 liter tank, premium

sound sysiom, pod & USE! ski
bag, comfort phone, ‘exira air-
bag'ss Sutomatc Stserng. head:

Car'In Beriin viih orignal

wnozwzzasmaoea 0. For

e infol lease contact
et o Spancery j¥@yanoo.com
or +49 171 765 2288.

]

des
YRR ) Mevcedes 20320, Ak
matic, km, siver’color,
with aHuy wheels EMAIL for pics
8000, ¢4 "orginally) win sl
mer_tires “allseason 'tres on
Sriginal huboaps, leather nter:

eated seals, sunroof, DVDS

in headresls ex«ra aiully foaded,

&p aly! Europe:
e et an

o san Shissr

v p bt
e gart$7968 o1 5760 08
‘Wiesbaden Hamevber

/e will consider a reasonab
alfr’s Sergelanaagmai com
0176-69350-983

Qpel, Astra - DIESEL, 2001
$2000. 90 O el | Astza 2001, rung
great, &

gassed inbaee
csmg st sew oy,
We

Jut

szooo
are

esb mmssasugaa
Sergalans @amai oo

Porsche,  Boxster 08
28850 Bexslen Eondfon
(45, SBECS) Last Soryce Aot

olor

arrara White % Coce
Beiger ©Heatcd Comtnot
sea(s il Sustom molding OF:
PPAT. Pref with
Tlp it Factied) Win efiec-
Self Dim mirrors
Sensors' Color el
Cabs Boge Sumound

Cust
o are & Nav.ga« on
(Have_onginal ChRadio) Cus-

Viore pics are
3151720763586
om

vailable
ray lol@gmail

Smart, ForTwo, 2007 $6500.00
Good, bonumon Agprox 20000

met
Heat Seats, Muo -

Wonlor iras. Graat cator geting
o and, fram workc on 2 dally
basis Avallablﬁ near fhe end o

01815 965:
ohrobar i is army.mil
o)

Smart, ForTwo, 2007 $6500.00
Good bon: bendmon Agprcx 20.000
froste, Healed
wm«ev tlves Great Gar Iuv genmg
fo and fro Gaily
Basts: Avavlablﬁ nearﬂg “end o

une
0151 i065:1688. jofinroberttaft
@us.army.mil

oyeta, Prius ILHybrd, 2004

480" xcalintar, best. |

havo ove

mileage- ave
2 Co! ﬂuomauc, pov'iey

grenvting, 'Black Color, o

onsumer Heport

rated hybrid for

oG aaK itss atel Jor

300K, Good ms Hate osell i

|¥ © SR
Baboa0sky
nkgibertson @ hotmail.com
Toyota, Tundra 4WD 201
$28003,00, double cab- Leatner
Seats heated front - 6 Di
changer - Back

for either the private sale and off

ourse the dealer price Call o

text for a lest dive at 0170

7338651, DSN 314-598-3300
o)

Toyota, Tundra 4WD, 2010
$26000:00 T, double 'cab -
Leather seats (veated fronl) - ©
isc  c
Gamera and sensors - Long bed
- Just under 48,000 Mes - Bod
cover and Bed liner - Brand new
SR Weather Tires (one. WeeK) -
imite belo
book value for eunev the private
S B O oL Tee st dee

at - G170 7338651 dsn
314-598-3300

Volkswagen, Jetta GLI. 2013
O, luny \eadedfl Save

‘nav "with “Eropean
maps Ioaded i spesd warn-
to_trans-

ingr: CEB ailighis
Svarranty Swith free ol changes‘
Car smells an
Tobmow, EXbeP i S
Gray metalic with black jeather
inierior. 16000miee - $2050

o Emal poniacisoo@yan
9c0m or call 1630-2100. 06374
992270

Yolkouagen
SO0 00 P20 i,
automatic Leather seats heat:

G roof rack, sun roof

and winter tires. Excellent condi-

ner vehicle with all

ervice up to date. Dependable

and reliable car_perfect for

erman winters: 06563960503
raynor.buckley @eu.dodea.edu

Passat

2

Yolvo 4 door, Limousine, S-80,
2006 $7aoobc Fully loaded:
(Diesel) & Spood manual frans-
mission Electric_windows, mi
Tors, cruise . control, Sunroot
European Navigation _System,
Intertnttent wipers, Winter heat:
er,

Sound Stereo syster, winter and
gummer {jes dealer maintained
h_young22 @ hotmail.c

Volvo, XC60  T6, 2011
szgeob 00", White  extorior,
leather interi:

S heal Gnve. anon mou-
ing headiamos, all weather fioor
argo mats, C: jate for

Bos 5 Gargo. al “Saais heated.
remium sound, Clty Safety
parklng sensm& E\uenmth dual
Gimaid. e email
e for F\c(uves "Sid micimaton

&1 cdezlowad amail.com: Loca:
ed_n"llesheiimad Winasheim

o]

VOLYO, XC70, 2009 $1850000
US “Spécs,” First Quner, Al
Maintained: Winter Tires,

6 Cyl 3.2 liter, Climate Packag 3
Belod “Frorit Seats, Fakh
Sensor, Dual Zone AC, Sunroof,
Integraed” Rear Child “Booster

Blue Tooth,

Heated Tront Skats, ‘Ml CH
P\ layer, more. Perfect Fam\\y
co sale” omal

8e
cellf 0155 zee 2029 1smngam
email bob.

o

s

“whebl, Keyless entry, A
Dual_Airbags, Side Air Bags,
ront & Hear Head Curtain Al

Bags.
Stereo, MP3, CD Sirius
getellte and Bluetodth Wireless’
aytime” running  lights. ~ 48K
milés; Very good Gondition, price
includes. winter fres.  $16698
Inspocion due in June. o shell
be rioct heaith for you!
Dea\ev maw\tamed 5 Cal g
01609:233-2185," DSN
oves

Ansbach

09820-918-6509,
Available end of July

VW, Golf GTI, 2012 §19500,00

Sreholudreenst.be

VW, Golf GTI, 2012 §19500.00
yery, clean black Gl wih 220
fio 4" dogr suprogt. US, spec
o 676505
Sremnald@isenetde

VW, JETTA 20 TDI, 2013
$2300.00 Excellont Condiion

16,800 miles 523 6
b0, TO TA0HE-AC. 6 speed
anua\ PW NAV CD, Premi-

AB Dl #wm A

l I g hgms cumplele o
i AAL g
MPG; Cell # n15122372495
m.carlos trevino @ gmail.co

Motorcycles 164

Harley-Davidson, Road _Kin
Vo g ANV JHREES
2013 144
esorms Qandion Bik b
e TamendBust it S
g0, Vo Accessories, 8k
ExirasBetacn f{0Tour bak win
Grganizer.
ValiBwibuals Monster
W SIpQns Seface Tuner
i

S uear%msens Slock Pass
Pogs Moved 1. AdHwy Peg-

Mount,Chrome Switches, Gara—
eOpener.  ldependent

amp WireKit. +491 7670325920

davidleake @ gmail.com

Yolvo,

V40, 2003 $4500.00
Perfoct

commter car. One
awner lar maintenance at
fhe “deaiership, -Runs. Groat
semng due to PCS in DineNew

rims_available
Siso. oS jonmi@gmal
o “Pol 4518149508867

Monaco, 2013, $800.00
Puvchased el “last’ summer.
nly 530k, sil under waranty
Ol S5 By e Ve
faxes paid it you need German
cumenty regilored under
B8 cr
scofbude?1 @ hotmar.com

Motorcycles 164

Honda,  CBR100OF, 1991
§ . “6-speed,’ chain
drive,newi front brakes. tires and
battory “last "spring. " resh oi
change and “fiter. 51K km,
passed_inspection

Cosmeticall

e

e offer. contact me at poc

moolaliyahoo.com, or
07187508350 °iease. teabve
VM if T dont answer. Stutigart
area,

ne2s
£208% AREEEME 1un 001
gaor\ enduvo street \egai pikel
ouent it for"S3675

Bma “Designs duatspor o into
S0 thal's $ 5725 total, 'S0
g $5570 oho. By e tray,
e 2814 mode cosie 34859, ¢
hat’s saving of over $3400 right
off fhe bal o 2x_ the_ bikel

Filter, AT "spark
BBR ' skid plate, BBR Linka
raises the seat height 1 inch,
fork_springs, HD Rear springs

‘cam coverjet_kit, Tral
och LCD insirumbnis

h clister &
computerl 449 1626 611470
jdeskelson@yahoo.

Honda, CRE230F, 2004
525704 do AWESOME fun dal,

D555 S0, By i

13 model costs sweg su

inat'y saving of over §2400 right
i the. b Tor

it
mm Springs, Ear Soin
lﬂi ‘cpam%ovsrl‘el kit 43 sqzé

Rreskbison@yango.com

Sport Utility Vehicle 172

Ford, Escape; 2009 $12000.00,
Greal condiion, Single ouner
on Smoker purc in 2010
Borior 35 fot Wanaiing avound
Europe. Freshly detaled, Brand
fron cont s

am:
U Bl oI, gontta) A ks
and brake pads. Minor bumper
damage flom when it  was

e e cmy 1 yeat
01747082959 e
My Gey 77 @ gl com

Ford, Escape; 2009 $12000.00
Greaf condidn. Single_ ofinef

sed
O e e
around Europe. . Freshiy
B PRy ool ey
Win bail joints,

8

fvebihor tes oy 1
747082955 mil Harygly1785
<o

Toyota Crui

ycalont Conaon,

aH amund limate fun-SUVI A
ired_mi

op o
Whethor your on the Autobahn,
in he cit or dolng

off-roading
would climb 2 uee it coud ot
acton (hes s feal reat locing

Hdadkelson@yaiao.com
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WORLD CUP

Brazil coach ready for tournament to start

By TALEs AzzoN1
The Associated Press

GOIANIA, Brazil — Coach Luiz Felipe
Scolari is eager to get Brazil’s World Cup
campaign under way and wishes the tour-
nament was starting right now.

Scolari said Monday that although it
would be good to have more time to bet-
ter prepare the squad ahead of the June
12 opener, there’s no point trying to do too
much this close to the tournament.

“It would be good to have another week,”
Scolari said of the team’s preparations.
“But at the same time, deep inside me,
knowing that my team will be prepared, I
wanted it to start now. It’s time to get this

thing going.”

With 10 days left before Brazil faces Cro-
atia in Sao Paulo, Scolari said that after the
World Cup starts there’s not a lot to think

about.

“There’s no point to keep waiting. Things
will either to be OK or go wrong, after it
starts it’s do or die,” he said following the
team’s final practice ahead of a warm-up

against Panama.

It will be the team’s second-to-last match
before the opener in Sao Paulo next week.
The final tuneup is against Serbia on Fri-

ClassifiedsEU

day, also in Sao Paulo.

Scolari, who will be trying to win his
second World Cup with Brazil after lead-
ing the 2002 team to the title, said that this
time he has been having mixed feelings
ahead of the tournament.

“There are days that I'm calm and at

ease,”

he told a media conference at the

Serra Dourada Stadium in the central city
of Goiania. “But there are days that things
are not right, I can’t sleep, I keep agonizing
inside. Then you have to go find a solution,

it’s what we do.”

Scolari was clearly upseton Sunday after
the team’s training session at its training
camp outside Rio de Janeiro. He said he
didn’t like how the team practiced and felt
that it didn’t have the same attitude that it
had been displaying so far.

“We had been playing a certain way dur-
ing the friendlies and the Confederations
Cup, we can’t change that now, we can’t
lose our identity,” said Scolari, who com-
plained that the starters gave too much
space for counterattacks during the prac-

tice on Sunday.

“We can’t forget that we are 10 days
away from the World Cup,” he said. “I can’t

let them forget that.”

Brazil’s coach Luiz Fel

ANDRE PENNER/AP

ipe Scolari gives instructions to his players during practice on

Monday. Brazil plays the first game of the tournament that starts on June 12.

Sport Utility Vehicle 172

Toyotar  FL,  Gruser, 2007
50000 Excellent” condition,

just had &

pwﬁesmonal Siop
& complete it

Sloutd cind e, f N could et
raciion (hasa red! rear lockn
ity +49 1626 01 1
fdeskelson@yahoo.com

Cellular Phones 280

Computers 360

Furniture 510

CAT B15 Smartphone $350.00
Have two good condition barely
used CAT B15 The Cat BI5 is
made of tough stuff. lts alumi-

tougheried casing
and Coming Gorila ~glass
screen make the Cat B15
impact-resistant,

scratch-

4.1 (Jely Boan) and ie poered
battery and
G Sors TQHe procesee. Loa
ded with smart features Rugged
ep
EBa006 Gmbioom
—

Computers 360

Cellular Phones 280

CAT B15 Smartphone $350.00

hened casing
Gorilla_glass
Cat “B15

runs on Android
4.1 (Jelly Boan) and Is powered
by atiery - and
attora Tane provasesy. Loa
ded wih smart feaures Rugged

2042006 @gml com

Apple Mac Mini $650.00 Comes
loaded with Adobe CSS5, Adobe
Lightroom 4, Adobe Elements 8,
full_suite of Windows Office
2011, Computer details: Apple
Mac Mini 2.5GHz, dual core i
500GB storage , 8G
SDRAM,AMD o
6630M Processor with 256MB of
GDDRS SDRAM.  HDMI " and
Thunderbolt output. SDXC card
stot,_four ports, 802.11
WiFi and Bluetooth 4.0 + EDR
Qptical digital output and MAC
OS-X__ (Mouse, Keyboard and
monitor will cost
or best offer. Brett

Apple Mac Mini $650.00 Comes
loaded with Adobe CS5, Adobe
Lightroom 4, Adobe Elements 8,
full suite of Windows Office
2011, Computer details: Apple
Mac Wini 2.5z, dual core 15,
S00GB sigrage. ' 8G8

Thunderbolt output. SDXC card
slot,_four USB ports, 80211
WiFi and Bluetooth 4.0 + EDR
Qpical digtal oulpui and MAG

(Mouse, Keyboard and

inch LED monitor will cost
S 5650 of ast oer. Bt
0151-22346825.  mineralgrey@
/ahoo.com

Large Comfortable = Leather
Gouth in-Blue loathor seals 4
Well maintained in good condi-
tion, Color sight

 comtor
Sah. Phse TR0 Bres
fiesselink @hotmat.com

lable & easy

Fumniture/Appliances 511

German Appliances $20.00 | am
e USA 1

ind up! Please

m or

Furniture 510

Classic Dining Room Cabinet

§349.00 Classic solid German
dining_room cabinet; 2 piece;
3A%x {705 90 e

carlosdeleon38@hotmail.com

Classic Dining Foom Cabint
05 Classi ot German
mmng Toom cabinet; 2 piece:
3R x 6 110x190¢m)
Zarlosdeleon3s@hotmailcom

Tearos
osreatier
gERMAN KITCHEN FOR SALE

it val
GERMAN KITCHEN FOR SALE

15 August. The and
you would necd o cisconnect it

e contact me
redrosesare @hotmail.com
01737941167,

PacificClassifieds@st
KOREA DSN: 721

Home Electronics 570

‘Tacima Transformer 2000 Watts
$65.00 Selling a Model number
SC 5565. ss2day@gmail.com

‘Tacima Transformer 2000 Watts
$60.00 Selling a Tacima Trans-
former 2000 Watts Model num-
ber SC 5565. If you dont want to
spendhundrads for a new one
st need a replacement. | am
Seling becauser dont really use
it. It stil works. ts quiet and
small. ss2day@gmail.com

Jeweln 610

Musical Instruments 740

PRS Guitar $850.00 Tremonti
SE electric guitar, gloss black

Lotta_Humbucker pckups. in-

Sporting Goods 980

Sporting Goods 980

New 2014 Callaway Golf Clubs
1700.00 Driver 3 & 5 wood,
Root s Fas Mons oot
fand, Senior Flex, Never Use
Iinetest, call o6732- 2008 Dont

cludes new PRS " hard - shell
b on here.

Cﬂr oundabaul7603@yahno 063136159012
ight =~ Piano | gifie for Sale $150.00 Savage
S smgnm%ggeﬂﬂmgg‘ e e $12000 Savene
condition. Price nege oy | only sell to person with a WBK.
EICK up in Thvagslon Umled email: papasmurf09009@yaho

oash harE7ESios ™ | &

SUBSD mipran Spight bl
fgmcmoredpp dp K pmaH
Her\l Cond

5o Voiop
Upin Tirapatone Urited na:

Rifle for Sale $150.00 Savage

243 e eft handed for sel, Wil
only sell to person with a

L S Oa005 G yans
o.com

SmithaWesson Model 64 Re-
volver For Sale $250.00 Model
64 SaW

g

K-Frame

or
SmithaWesson Model 64 Re-
Yolver For Sale $300.00 Model
64 SEW Cal.”_Special,
Krrame. covolver. Stimass
steel Frame & cylinder like new
less than 12 rounds

3-403 cel
0172.6722844 06303 6254 1k

raceExswg'B%"?x'égﬁé'm Bk | dom. (44)18s2720409 Rifle for Sale 5200,00 Roming:
jon " Folex Submarinor _black o] ton 30-06 rife left handed. Wil
fee, serviced ber Rolex schec i Sniy to et i WK
omail: ~ papasmuri09009@yaho

pesselecarginal box( 1265512 | Person to Person 800 | o
(o) fie for Sale $200.00 Foming.

ROLEX _Submariner,
e S000:60 Excalint oonm
tion Rolex ~ Subi
face, seviced par
e ahonz B oy deaes:
possssses o inal box, 1205 e

BoBabSos@gmalcom

Stars and Stripes reserves.
the right to reject any free
advertisement request.
The use of full names is not
permitted. You must be 18
years of age or older to
place a free person to
person advertisement.

30-06 rie left handed. Will

sell only to individual with WBK

emall: " papasmui08009@yeho
m

Travel 1000

** Come Visit Garmisch**
Hotel Forsthaus Oberau 8 km

Nih of Garmisch Hot tub/sauna

3eur PP, DBL occp, free brfst,
dogs welcome. 08824-9120
www.forsthaus-oberau.de

o]

Read STARSYZSTRIPES. online at

www.stripes.com

Announcements 040
www.oconus.com
Shop for Dad
““at over 600

Autos for Sale Autos for Sale Autos for Sale Autos for Sale
Japan - Korea - Korea -Korea
t: bB, 2008 $5000.00 Ford, E350XLT Super Dut

Lovar, P81 8 Rgag Vaxpad | Ford, E3soxtT  Conversion | Conbercion  VAN: 2008 | 0 o1

JCI il 22 May 2015 Keyless | VAN, 2008 $19000.00 Rm:ky $19000.00 Rocky R\dge Con- "é“ﬁOO U‘a“.:“'y ﬂ"h i l

Entry_Remote tan New Tires | Ridge Conversion VAN 7 version VAN 7 assen ev Like th M 05'9 ﬂ'el e %‘? ures

2465782 yeo@heiwa.com sn%er, Like Brand New, V- |Brand New, eath- ‘" E ‘"' nﬂl“ﬁg

8/5.4L All Leather, Deluxe Wood | er, Deluxe Wond Imenm Puwev ), nolo-

[s] nterior, Power Boor-Locks Win- | Door-Locks a e 6 qu'ueih Navlw

e —e—. i U Eoagat (T B ol S

I8 Y‘.’f,?m Eg“{gvmgz,ggc%‘gﬂﬂogg inch LED TV with BUD piayer | LD TV with DVD player JG | areund Korea, $29,000 of best

J“ % G stereo v B oot P Siree w Blbraty Phidia Fod | gllclcallle

ront
Lo 804 ont
000 oa ks Aind o fhes
2012 046-806-7803 lindatravels
49@hotmail.com

Autos for Sale
Korea

Eord, Escape, 2006 $6000.00
Second owner. New Al
weamer Hnor mats Wa(erpnm'

f. No major

$7,000. 010-2610-6739 tristan
KBetts.mi@mail.mil

iPod docking 30 Naviwith traific
candmon, Flear view camera v
bacl D, BlackBox

ereles5 headsets PS2 Game
Conaci: Aies LED DAL Thrd
foneSedcan'bo o kb Can
drive_on highw: %

in Chmme Wi eels‘ $1QGDD
oB 010-9924-8332

8

javi with " traflic
Gonditn, Rear view camera
backup sensors, HD Blal
Wireldss' haadssts. P2 Gam

(o]

KIA, Spectra, 2000 $2100.00
AutS, 8 pover ockiwndovs,
A, el

A Grgat and oy co8l

Rance” S5 GBS0, Bl B Tesi

on

enterpak@hotmail.com

Visit Stripes.com
for detaill

STARS AND STRIPES

810°47233465 or emai shmar
d.patierson@gmall co
3159396048

Furniture 510

2 TV Stands $25.00 50! Glass
TV stand w3 sheives - §25 570

V Stand w giass
hoives 52 BAS08Y508 e
Sraveis4dGhotmai com

Recliner $100.00
Leather red wine colored reciin-
or love  seat - like ~new
046-806-7803  lindatravelsd9@
hotmail.com

Recliner $25.00 Older Green
velour reclinei wj/_heater and
Vibrator' 046-806-7808 lindatrav
©is40@hotmall.com

cv@mail.mil

Recliner Loveseat _$100.00
CSing. Necd to <cll Red Wine

7803 fdataverise
hotmail.c

Motorcycles - Korea 168

BMW, F650GS DAKAR. 2005
$4900.00 Excellent condition All
erignal” only"608 “mies 'ABS
Flehied orpé Hand

ing uard New ot
o

01050377058 010-2037:7055

Home Electronics 570

Epson Stylus printer $50.00
B3O shyls printer w/ Wi -

e e 6 ROR T80 it

avels49@hotmail.com

You'll get one — just by reading
Stars and Stripes military news coverage.
In print « Online at stripes.com o
Mobile for Android, iPhone & iPad
No one covers the bases the way we do.

ing TV $50.00 Sameung
ThoTEnPHD) LD 98 13 Neeod
new computer chip lturs fselt

off ar jes_chan-

ﬁ) 046-8¢ 5067803 Indatiavels

on
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SCOREBOARD

Sports
on AFN

Go to the American Forces
Network website for the most
up-to-date TV schedules.

myafn.net
College softball

World Series

At ASA Mall It‘zl Fame Stadium

jon: x-if necessary
Thursday, May 25
Florida 11, Baylor 0, 5 innings
gon 3, Florida Staf
Kentucky 4 Lotisiana- Lafayelte 1

Alabama 6, Oklahom

riday, May %
Florida 4, Oregon 0
Alabama 2, Kentucky 0
Saturday, May 31

Baylor 7, Florida State 2, FSU elimi-

nat

Oklahoma 3, Louisiana-Lafayette 1,
ULL eliminated
aylor 8, Kentucky 7, 8 innings, UK
eliminated
Oregon 4, Okiahoma 2 QU eliminated

lay,

Florida 6, Baylor 3, Bay o eliminated

Alabama 2, Oregon 0, Oregon elimi-
nated

Championship Series
Best-of-three)
Monday: Florida 5, Alabama 0, Florida

leads series 1.0
(saTuesday: Florida (54-12) vs. Alabama
ol

x-Wednesday: Florida vs. Alabama

World rankings

Through June 1

. Adam Scott AUs
. Henrik Stenson SWE
. Bubba Watson USA
Tiger Woods USA
att Kuchar USA
Rory Mcllroy NIR
son Day AUS
Sergio Garcia ESP
. Justin Rose ENG
. Jordan Spieth USA
. Phil Mickelson USA
. Jim Fury| USA
: Hideki Matsuyama PN
. Zach John: USA
- Dustin Johnson USA 4.7
. Jason Dufner USA 4.4
Steve Stricker USA
Luke Donald ENG
. Jimmy Walker USA
. Victor Dubuisson FRA
. Charl Schwartzel SAF
raeme McDowell NIR
Thomas Bjorn DEN
lan Poulter ENG
. Keegan Bradiey USA
. Patrick Ree USA
. Miguel Angel Jlmenez ESP
Martin Kaym GER
: Lee Westwood ENG
. Jamie Donaldson WAL
_Brandt Snedeker USA
. Graham DeLaet CAN
b Simpson USA
. Bill H USA
.Stephen Gallacher sCO
Blix SWE
THA
USA
USA
USA
N USA
et Gocthuizen SAF
. Chris Kirk USA
. Francesco Molinari ITA
- Joost Luiten NED
. Gary Woodland USA
. Harris English USA
| Matt Jones AUS
. John Senden AUS
. Russell Henley USA

LPGA Tour money leaders
Through June 1

. Stacy Lewis
 Michelle Wie

. Anna Nordavist
. Lexi Thompson
. Karrie Webb

Money
$1,102,756
$821,994

. Pornanong Phatlum
,Julueta Grana da

. Eun-H

- Siann pettersen

Fl
"
z
&
3
)
g

10. $470,615
1 $445.9

1

13. Jenny $348,863
14. Cristie Kerr $333,714
15. Angela Stanford $307,731
16.50 Yeon Ry $279,140
17. Gerina Piller $277,260
18. Na Yeon Choi $254,621
19. Shanshan Fent $253,235
20. Catriona Matthew $247,899
21 Christina Kim $245,331
22.Se Ri Pak $237,938
23: Meena Lee $230,052
2

2

2

202,910

College baseball

NCAA Dlvusmn 1 tournament

Virginia 10, Buckhell
Arkansas

Bucknell 5, leerty P leerty elimi-

Virginia 3, Arkansas

unday, June
Arkansas 10, Buckne\l 0, Bucknell
eliminated
Virginia 9, Arkansas 2, Virginia ad-
vances
At Carol dium

Stae
columbua. S.C.

Friday, May 30
Maryland & Ol bominion 3
South Carolina 5, Campbell2
aturday, May 3
pbell 4, Old bominion 1, 12 in-
ninga, 00 elifindted
Maryland 4, South Carolina 3

unday, June
South Carolina 9, Campbell 0, Camp-
bell eliminate
Maryland 10, South Carolina 1, Mary-
land advance
Alfred A. McKethan Stadium
ainesville, Fa.

riday,
Long Beach Staté &, North Carolina 1
College of Charleston 3, Florida 2
saturday, May
North Carolina 5, Florida 2, Florida
eliminate
s college of Charleston 6, Long Beach

Sunday, June 1
Long Beach Slale 5,North Carolina 4,6
innings, susp.

Long Beach S(a(e 12 Nonh Carolina 5,
UNC eliminat
Cotlege of Charleston 4, Long Beach
state 2. Cof€ advance
Rod bark at Mark cLight Field
ral Gables.
May 30
Texas Tech 3, Columbia 2
Miami 1, Eethune Cookman 0

ethunercookman 6, Columbia 5, Co-
lumbia eliminated
Texas Te ech3 MlamlO

Miami 10, Bethine.Cookman 0, B-CC
eliminated
“Texas Tech 1, Miami 0, 7 innings, susp.,
rain
onday, Ji
Miami 2, Toxas Tech 3 innings
Texas Téch 4, Miami 0, TTU advances

May 30
Kennesaw State 1, Alabam
Georgia southern 7, Flonda state 0

Alabama & Florida State 5, Fsu elimi-

Kennesaw State 13, Georgia Southern
5, 11 innings

unday, June 1
Alabama 6 Geatéin Southern 0, GSU
eliminated
Alabama 4, Kennesaw State 1
Monday, June 2
Kennesaw State 4, Alabama 2, KSU ad-
vances
At sim Patterson Stadium
sville, Ky.
il My 3
Kansas 10, Kentucky 6
Louisvilie 5, Kent State o,

aturday,
Kentucky 4, Kent” Slale 2, KSU elimi-

e
Louisville s Kansas 3

Sunday, Jul
Kentucky 8, Kansas 6 Kansas elimi-

Louisville 4, Kentucky 1, Louisville ad-
vances
At Bart Kaufman Field
nluommgmn, Ind.

Stanford 8, Indlana State 1
Indiana 10, voungswwn State 2

lay,
ngstown State b, ihdiana state 2,
15U climinared
Indiana 4, stanford 2

Stanford 12, chngstcwn State 4, YSU
eliminate
Stanford 10, Indiana 7
nday, June 2
Stanford 5, Indiana 4. Stanford ad-
vances

At Hawkins Field
Nashville, Tenn.
Friday, May 30
oregon 18, Clemcon T
vanderbnt i xavleru
ay, M:
Xavier 6, Glemeon 4. lemson elimi-

ate
Vanderbilt 7, Ddregon 2
ay, J
Oregon 11, xawer 810 |nmngs Xavier
eliminated

AP spol

lig

1987 — anny Harrls defeats Edwin
Moses with a 47.56 mark in the 400 hur-
dles at a meet in Madrid, Spain, endin
the longest winning streak in track an:
field history. Moses, who finishes .13
seconds behind Harris, had won 122 con-
secutive races dat‘mg to Aug 26, 1977.

ermany’s Steffi Graf
beats 17 year- O\d Natalia Zvereva of the

Vanderbilt 3, Oregon 2, Vanderbilt ad-
vances

At Swayze Field
Oxford, Miss.
saturday, May 31
Washington 8, Georgia Tech 0
Mississipp] 12, JackSonvilie State 2

unday, Ji
Georgia Teth 4. Jackeonville State 2,
JSU eliminated
Mississippi 2, Washington 1
Washington 4, Georgia Tech 2, Georgia
Tech eliminated
Monday, June 2
ssippi 3, Washington 2, 10 in-
nings, M|55\55|Ipp| advances
Box Stadium
Baton Rouge, La.

Friday, 0
LU 8, Soutnbactemn Louisiana 4
Houston 3 Brvant 2, 10 innings
Saturday, May 3
an: 52 Bryant 1, 10
|nn|ngs Srvant climinated
U 5, Houston 1

Houston 5, Southéastern Louisiana 5,
SE Louisiana eliminated
Houston 5, LSU 4, 11 innings

on
Houston 12, LsU 2/ Houston advances

t M.L. "Tigue’ Moore Fiel
Lafayene, La.

Y,
M|55|SS\DDI State s, San Diego State 2
Jackson State 1, Louisiana-Lafayette

Saturday, May
Loulslana Lafayette 9, san Diego State
2,SDSU eliminated
Mississippi State 3 Jackson State 1

Louisiana-Laf Tayerie Th Jackson State
1,150

Louisiana- Latayette
State 3

14, Mississippi

Monday, June 2
Louisiana-Lafayette 5, Mississippi
State 3, Louisiana-Lafayette advances
P. Reynolds Stadium
Stiilwater, Okla.

riday, May
cal State Fullerton 5, Nebraska 1
Oklahoma State 8, Binghamton 0
Saturday, May 31
raska 8, Binghamton 6, Bingham-
ton eliminated

Oklahoma State 13, Cal State Fuller-
n7

unday, Jun
Cal state Fullerwn 4, Nebraska 3, Ne-
braska eliminated
Oklahoma State 6, Cal State Fullerton
4,0SU advance:
At Charlie and Marie Lunmn Stadium
Wol’ﬂ'v

sam Houston State % Da\las Baptist 1
TCU 2, Siena 5 11 |nn|n

Siena 9, Dallas BAptiet 8, 10 innings,

DBU eliminated
3, Sam Houston State 2, 22 in-
nings
Sunday, June 1

Sam Houston State 9, Siena 2, Siena
eliminate

TCU 6, Sam Houston State 1, TCU ad-
vances

At Reckling Park
louston
Friday, May 30
Texas 8, Texas A&M 1
Rice 7, George Mason 2
Saturday, May 3.
exas ALM 7, George \ison 3, GMU
eliminated
Texas 3, Rice 2,11 innings
Sunday, Jun
Texas A&M 9, Rice 8, o innings, Rice
eliminated
Texas A&ZM 3. Texas 2
onday, June 2
Texas 4, oxas ‘AeM 1. Texas advances
At Goss Stadium at Coleman Field

Corvaliis, Ore.
Friday, May 30
uC Irvine 10, UNLV
Oregon State 2, Ncrlh Dajota State 1

turday.

UNLV 2, North Dakota State 1, NDSU
eliminate

UC Irvine 14, Oregon State 2

unday, June 1 .

Oregon State 6, UNLV 1, UNLV elimi-
nated

Oregon State 4, UC Irvine 0

onday, June 2
UC Irvine 4, Oregon State 2, UC Irvine
advances
At Baggett Stadium

San Luis Obispo, C.
Friday, May 30

Pepperdine 3, Arizona State 2
cal Poly 4, Sacramenw State 2

Sacramento Staté 5, Arizona State 4,
AsU eliminated
Pepperding 2. cal Poly 1

cal Poly 6, eramants State 5, Sacra-
mento State eliminated

Pepperdine 10, Cal Poly 6, Pepperdine
advances

Soviet Union in 32 minutes with a 6:0,6:0
victory to win the E n women's
H R e Lotond Ssaight year. Graf
loses only 13 points in the match

2009 — Randy Johnson earns his 300th

Becoming. e b major league

pitcher to reach the milestone by lea
San Francisco to a
WAbhington Natonala in the Hirat ame
of a doubleheader.

Pro soccer

MLS

EASTERN CONFERENCE
T Pts

w L GF GA
NewEngland 7 4 2 21 1
.C. 643 211814
Sporting KC 55 4 19 14
Houston 58 2 16 27
Toronto FC 54 1 1413
Columbus 45 4 17 17
New York 356 20 22
Philadelphia 375 19 24
Chicago 237 20 22
Montreal 2 6 4 10 11 2
WESTERN CONFERENCE
W L T Pts GF GA
Seattle 93 2 2 2921
RealSaltlake 6 1 6 24 23 17
Colorado 6 43 21 1915
Vancouver 5 25 20 2 17
FC Dallas 57 3 18 23 24
Los Angeles 4 3 4 16 15 10
Jose 4 4 4 16 15 13
Portiand 347 163
Chivas USA 27 1325
Note: Three points for v.cmry, one
point for tie.

esday; May 28
Portiand 3, Chlvas

urday,
Seattle FC 4, Real Sall Lake 0
Toronto FC 3, Columi
Montreal 2, New England o
D.C. United 1, Sporting Kansas City 0
san Jose 2, FC Dallas 1
Philadelphia 3, Chivas USA 0
unday, June 1
Chicago 1, Los Angeles 1, tie
Colorado 3, Houston 0
Vancouver 4, Portland 3
Inesday’s games
Real Salt Lake at Columbus
Chicago at Colora
Friday’s game
Sporting Kansas City at Houston
aturday’s games.
San Jose at Toronto FC
Columbus at D.C. Uni
Vancouver at Philadelphia
Colorado at FC Dallas
Seattle FC at Chicago
Portland at Real Salt Lake
lay’s games
New York at New England
Chivas USA at Los Angeles

NWSL

W L T Pts GFGA
Seattle 8 0 2 26 22 8
Chicago 6 2 1 19 15
Washington 5 4 1 16 20 20
FC Kansascmy 4 4 3 15 18 16
Portlar 4 3 2 14 10 10
Western New York3 4 2 11 14 13
Sky Blue FC 2 5 4 10 11 18
Houston 271 7 10 20
Boston 70 22

2
Note: Three points for vlctory, one

point for tie.
Wedne: sday, May 28
Chicago 2, Sky Blue FC
Boston 4, Portland 1
aturday, May 31
Houston 2, Western New York 1
unday, June

Seattle FC 3 Sky BILIe FC 1
Washint

dnesday 5 games
Washington at Chicago
Western New York at FC Kansas City

urday’s QH ES

Boston at FC Kangas
Wosterm New vork at Portiand
Chicago at Seattle FC

Sunday’s game
Houston at SKy Blue FC

ht schedule

05 Alres, - Argentina, Juan
Caflos Rovecs ve. Felix Alvarado, 12, for

Johnny Garcia ys.
nior. welterwel

At Fantasy Sprifigs Resort Casino, In-
dio, callf Hugo Centeno Jr. vs. Gerardo
Ibarra, 10. middleweights; Eddie Gomez
vs. Francisco Santana, 10, junior middle-
weig|

At Moscow, RiChar Abril vs. Eduard
Troyanovsky, 12, for Abri’s WEA World
lightweight title:
hwerin, ~Germany, Juergen
Braehmer, vs, Roberto Bolonti, 12, or
rachmer’'s WBA World light heavy-
waghtte.
ewcastle, England, Stuart Hall
vs. Paul Butler, 12, for Hall'é IBF bantam-
weight title.

At Madison Square Garden, New York,
Sergio Martinez vs. Miguel Cotto, 12, for
MartlnestBC middiewsioht title; Jorge

elendez vs. ¥uri Foreman, 12, light rmid-

E

10, featherwew?hts " Andy
Lee vs. John Jackson 10, middleweights.

At Barclays ¢ canter Broaklyn N.Y,, De-
metrius Andrade vs, Brian Rose, 17, for
s WBO junior middleweight ti-

AOTRIAE Pravohmicn, Ta- Chris Algieri,
12, for Provodnikov's WBG junior welter:

wéight title,

At Bally’s, Atlantic City. N.J, Glen
Tapia ve. Keénan Collins, 16, jaior mid-
dieweights.

Bayamon, Pherto Ruco, McWwilliams
Arro);‘o Vs. Frojlan Saludar, 12, IBF fly-
weight eliminator.

Monday’s transactions
BASEBALI.
BAL TIMORE ORIOI.ES Selected the
contract of LHP Johan Santana from Nol
folk (IL) and placed him on the 15- dav

BOSTON RED SOX — Recalled SS Ste-

rew and OF Daniel Nava from
Pawtucket (IL). Placed 1B-OF Mike Carp
on the 15-day DL, retroactive to June 1.

CHICAGO WHITE S0
Jose Abreu from the 15-day

CLEVELAND INDI, us — Recalled
Nick Hagadone from AAA Columbus (IL)

X — Reinstated 1B

DL. Selected the contract of RHP W\Iklng
Rodriguez from Omaha. Optioned RHP
Louis Coleman to Omaha. Designated
LHPJ stln Marks for a55|g nment.
0S IGELES ANGI — Optioned
RHP Jarrett Grube to Sall Lake (PCL).
EXAS R lamed Rick Down
it coneh and Salomon Manriquez
Coach for Spokane (N
TORONTO BLUE JAVS - Detloned RHP
Bobby Korecky to Buffalo (IL).

ol Lo

ARIZONA DIAMONDBACKS — Placed
OF A, Pollock on the 15-day DL. Selected
the contract of OF David Peralta from
Mobile (sL), Transferred LHP Matt Reyn:
olds to the éo-day

TROS — Agreed to terms
with 18 on Smgleton on a five-year con-
tract. Assigned 1B Marc Krauss to Okla-
homa cwty (PCL).

‘W YORK METS — Recalled OF Matt

Wwirfin Obispo to 0li
RHP Stolmy Pimental to Bradenton (FSL)
for a rehab assignment,

SAN DIEGO DRES — Agreed to
terms Wllh 1B Cody Overbeck on a minor
league contrac

ALL
National naske«ball Association
BA — Fined New York president Phil
Jacks0n $25,000 for & tamDermg violation
involving Oklahoma city G Derek Fisher.

National Faothail League
BUFFALO BILLS — Signed C Macky
MacPherson.
CCHICAGO BEARS — Signed CB Al Louis-
Jeantoa lhree -year contract.
CLEVEL BROWNS — Signed DB
Aaron

DALLAS COWBOYS — Signed LB An-
thony Hitchens.

DENVER BRONCOS — Signed WR Cody
hatllmer C 'Matt Paradis and LB Corey

DETROIT LIONS — Signed DE Kalonji
Kashama and WR Cody Wilson. Released
DE Kourtnei Brown and DT Vaughn Mar-

in.
MINNESOTA VIKINGS — Claimed CB
Julian Posey off waivers from Cleveland.
walved CB Kip Edwards.
ENGLAND PATRIOTS — Signed QB
Jlmmy Garoppol
W ORLEANS SAINTS — Waived G
Mike Golic Jr., and LB Hadley Spencer.
il EW YORK GIANTS — Released S Will
Hil
NEW YORK JETS — Signed S Calvin
Pryor to a four»yearcckontract.

National Hockey League
NASHVILLE PREDATORS — Signed RW
Max Gortz to a three-year, entry-level
contract and G Carter Hutton to a two-
year contrz

Major Le’%'{e Soccer
MONTREAL IMPACT — Traded D Futgl
Danso to Portland for a 2015 second-
round draft picl
NEW YORK CITY FC — Signed F David
villa to a three- -year contract.

nnounced the resigna-
llon of SOﬂbﬂ” coach John Rittman.

Pro basketball

EASTERN CONI CE
. L Pct
Chicag 1.833 —
Washington 2 600 1%
Atlanta 3500 2
Indiana 3500 2
New York 4333 3
Connecticut 5 286 3%
'WESTERN CONFERENCE
L Pct GB
Minnesota 01000 —
oenix 1750 2%
Los Angeles 2 500 3%
san Antonio 429 4
Seattle 5 .28 5
Tulsa 5 .000 6

Sunday’s games
Connecticut 85, Atlanta 76
Washington 92, Los Ange\es 84. or
Minnesota 87, San Antonio 7¢
Seattle 62, Tul
ay's s s games
No games sched
esday's games
Los Angeles at Atlanta
Seattle at Phoenix
ednesday's games
No gameg schedu
ursday’s games
San Anloml) at New
Washington at Connect\cul
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HIGH SCHOOL

Dave ORNAUER/Stars and Stripes

Yokota sophomore Daniel Galvin broke
records in the 800 and 1,600 this
season and thinks it’s possible for him to
go even faster next year.

American School In Japan sophomore
Tatiana Riordan won the Far East 1,600,
and 3,200 in meet record times.

ATHLETES OF THE YEAR

Pacific boys track:
Daniel Galvin, Yokota

By DAVE ORNAUER
Stars and Stripes

Even Daniel Galvin said he could not have foreseen running the
800 meters in less than 2 minutes this past season. Not after he’d
tried the distance a month before the season started and managed
justa2:28.

“And I was gassed,” the sophomore said.

Still, he stuck with an offseason workout plan given to him by Yo-
kota coach and former Hong Kong Olympian Maggie Chan-Roper.
“My legs were getting used to it and it got easier from there.”

Much easier, if his times in the event and in the 1,600 are of any
indication.

Galvin broke the Pacific record of 1:57.3, running a 1:56.89 on
April 19 in Tokyo, then shattered his own record in the Far East
meet May 19 at Yokota, clocking a 1:55.54. He also broke the 1,600
record with a 4:23.42 on April 26 at Edgren.

For those feats and others, Galvin has been named Stars and
Stripes Pacific high school boys track and field Athlete of the
Year.

It was as golden a season as an individual athlete could have.
Besides the 800 and 1,600, Galvin won in the 400, 1,500, 3,000 and
the 1,600 relay, the latter victory coming in the Kanto Finals on
May 10 at Yokota.

The only race in which he participated and did not win was the
3,200 relay, taking second at Far East.

Galvin said in all the other events, he could run faster, but that
his success in the 800 came out of the blue for him.

“I was really surprised by the result, because I had barely
cracked 2 minutes last year,” Galvin said, adding that 1:54 might
have been the best time he could have run this year. “Next year, I
want to get it down to 1:51 or 1:52.”

He feels it’s possible for him to run 4:17 in the 1,600 and 9:40 in
the 3,200, which would put him in position to threaten the 40-year-
old 3,200 record of 9:31 held by Roger Olson of Christian Academy
Japan.

“I thought I could have gone faster in the 1,600 and 3,200. Com-
pared to the States, my 3,200 times are subpar.”

Galvin’s father, Dan, is a mathematics teacher at Yokota and is
not leaving any time soon. As he and many a Kanto Plain track
observer say, the best may be yet to come from Galvin.

Pacific girls track:
Tatiana Riordan, ASl)

By DAVE ORNAUER
Stars and Stripes

Something changed between April 19 and 26 for Tatiana Rior-
dan. Something that transformed her from a competitive runner
into a dominant one, a record-setting one, completely different
from the one who began the season.

As if moving from one season into another, Riordan ran the table
from April 26 on, winning Kanto and Far East individual titles
in the 1,600 and 3,200 in Far East meet record fashion, and also
helped her American School In Japan 3,200 relay team set a Far
East meet record.

“She came out of nowhere toward the end the season,” said
Bruce Carrick, meet manager for both the Kanto Plain regular
season and finals and for last month’s Far East meet at Yokota. “I
wasn’t expecting her to win” at Far East.

For rebounding and coming on so strongly as the season wound
down, Riordan, a sophomore, has been named Stars and Stripes
Pacific high school girls track and field Athlete of the Year.

The difference between the Tatiana Riordan the first three
weeks and the last three weeks of the season was a matter of con-
trol, her coach Ryosuke Suzuki said. She had allowed others to
control the races the first three weeks; she seized control herself
the rest of the way.

“She decided to run her own race and find ways to win,” Suzuki
said. “Tanya just found a way. And it worked out for her.”

She took eight seconds off her time in the 800, six seconds in
both the 1,500 and 3,000 during the regular season. From 12:09.09
in the Kanto finals, Riordan posted an 11:50.50 in the Far East
meet.

That puts her just over two seconds from the Pacific record of
11:48.1, set by Yuna Sakuma of Seisen International in 2004.

“We knew she was in great shape” from the cross-country sea-
son, Suzuki said. “It was just a matter of time ... it really wasn’t a
surprise.”

Riordan might be just starting to tap her potential, which is good
since there is a new threat on the horizon who may challenge Rior-
dan for Kanto and Far East supremacy next season: Seisen fresh-
man Brittani Shappell, who ran the 1,500 in 4:59.85 last season as
an eighth-grader.

“It’s going to be interesting,” Suzuki said.

JosHua L. DeMorrs/Stars and Stripes

Vicenza's Megan Buffington throws a runner out at first base
during the DODDS Europe Division Il championship game last
month. Vicenza defeated Naples 10-2.

Europe softhall:
Megan Buffington, Vicenza

By MiIcHAEL S. DARNELL
Stars and Stripes

GRAFENWOHR, Germany — Sometimes student athletes
distinguish themselves with one great game or one solid season.
Sometimes, as is the case with Vicenza’s Megan Buffington, they
are so dominant that others can’t help take notice.

Buffington’s Cougars tore through the European softball tour-
nament, outscoring opponents 60-6 on their way to their second
consecutive Division II title. In that tournament, Buffington
pitched in every single game and was the major factor in the Cou-
gars holding their five opponents to a measly six runs.

“We definitely worked hard to get here,” Buffington said.
“We’re always working 110 percent at every practice and it all
Jjust came together.”

Vicenza’s head coach Julie McClellan said Buffington’s stellar
performance was nothing out of the ordinary — at least for her
— and the Cougars are counting on her to do it again next year,
anchoring a team that will be losing some key players.

“We’re so grateful to have her,” McClellan said. “We just count
on her bringing it, and she always does.”

Buffington, a junior, pitched in 75 out of the 86 innings the Cou-
gars played this year, and struck out 135 batters — 40 percent of the
hitters she faced. She tallied 13 wins with only two losses. Her bat
was almost as dominant as her arm. She had a .387 average, with
six home runs and three triples and an .822 on base percentage.

“Every single year she’s gotten stronger, not just with pitching,
but with batting also,” McClellan said. “Her swing is stronger, her
arm is stronger when she’s pitching and we know she’s going to
continue to do that throughout next year.”

Buffington said that dedication to improving her game has led
to her fitting softball into her schedule whenever possible. She’s
played for the Italian Palladio softball club, played on several Vene-
to teams, and has played in tournaments in the U.S., Italy, Spain,
Malta, Germany and Croatia. This year, she was also the top pitcher
for the Italian club Castelfranco of the Italian softball league.

Even though she has also lettered in volleyball and spends sum-
mers teaching children how to swim, Buffington said softball is
the nucleus of her life.

“Softball is my favorite thing,” she said. “I've been playing it
since I could walk and I just never stopped. I love it.”

Her Vicenza coaches say that love of the game has spread
amongst her teammates, as Buffington continues to improve the
game around her.

“She’s always interested in helping all of her teammates,” Mc-
Clellan said. “So pretty much we had to rework out entire infield
because we lost a lot of players and she showed she’s not just inter-
ested in herself, but she always wants to help the other players. She
really stepped up as a mentor. It’s like having an extra coach.”

As her junior year winds down, Buffington is already looking
toward the future. She said she plans on attending as many sum-
mer softball camps as possible to improve her skillset, and she is
in the early stages of picking a college to pitch for. But for now,
Vicenza will get to keep their hometown hero for one more year,
and nobody is more thankful for that than her coaches.

“It’s not that we take her for granted, it’s that we appreciate her
and all of the work she does,” McClellan said.

darnell.michael@stripes.com
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NCAA tournament roundup

Bruce powers Kennesaw St. past Alabama

The Associated Press

TALLAHASSEE, Fla. — Kennesaw
State’s Jacob Bruce hit a game-winning,
two-out, RBI double off the right-field wall
in the seventh inning to advance the Owls
to their first Super Regional with a 4-2 vic-
tory over Alabama.

Kennesaw State will play Louisville after
winning the Tallahassee Regional on Mon-
day in its first Division I postseason berth.
The program moved to Division I in 2006.

Bruce also doubled to right field in the
fifth inning and was the only Owl with
multiple hits.

Pitcher Travis Bergen (9-4) earned the
win after entering the game in the sixth in-
ning and the scored tied at 2-2. He threw
3% scoreless innings, struck out two,
walked one and allowed one hit. Bergen
pitched 8% scoreless innings to earn the
win against the Crimson Tide in the re-
gional opener last Friday. He was named
the regional’s Most Outstanding Player.

Thomas Burrows (4 -2) took the loss.

5, N ippi State
3' Ryan Wllson and Matt Plitt combined
on a six-hitter and the host Ragin’ Cajuns
beat the Bulldogs to win the Lafayette Re-
gional and advance to the Super Regionals
for the first time since its last and only Col-
lege World Series appearance in 2000.

Wilson (6-0) allowed four hits and three
runs and 6% innings and Plitt allowed only
two hits over a scoreless final 2% innings
for his fifth save for ULL (57-8).

Louisiana-Lafayette advances to play
Mississippi, winner of the Oxford re-
gional, at a best-of-three super regional in
Lafayette.

Houston 12, LSU 2: Connor Hollis had
a two-run double to highlight a seven-run
third inning and the Cougars defeated the
Tigers to win the Baton Rouge Regional.

The Cougars (48-16) advance to take on
Texas in the Super Regionals beginning on
Friday in Austin, Texas.

Hollis greeted LSU reliever Brady
Domangue with a two-run double to make
it 5-2 and Ashford Fulmer followed with an
RBI single to make it 6-2. After Domangue
intentionally walked Kyle Survance, Mi-
chael Pyeatt followed with a two-run sin-
gle make it 8-2. A sacrifice fly by Ratcliff
capped the inning.

Mississippi 3, Washmginn 2(10): Sikes
Orvis hit a run-scoring triple in the top of
the 10th inning to push the Rebels past the
Huskies in the championship game of the
Oxford Regional.

Ole Miss (44-18) will travel to Louisiana-
Lafayette for the Super Regional round
this weekend.

g e

R
LR

STevE Cannon/AP

Kennesaw S'ate s COmeII Nixom Iays down a sacrifice bunt against Alabama in the seventh inning of Monday’s game in the

Washington (41-17-1) threw five pitch-
ers in the game. Alex Nesbitt (0-1) took the
loss.

Stanford 5, Indiana 4: Tommy Edman
hit a two-run homer in the bottom of the
ninth to lift the Cardinal over the Hoosiers
in the championship game of the Bloom-
ington Regional.

Stanford (34-24) play at Vanderbilt in the
Super Regional.

Wayne Taylor started the ninth with a
single through the middle and moved to
second on Brett Michael Doran’s bunt be-
fore Edman’s blast.

Miami 2-0, Texas Tech 1-4: Cameron
Smith tossed a three-hitter to send the Red
Raiders to the Super Regionals for the
first time in school history with a victory
over the Hurricanes in the Coral Gables
Regional.

Zach Davis hit a pinch-hit two-run single
in the ninth after the Red Raiders broke
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through with two runs in the seventh.

Texas Tech (43-19) will face College of
Charleston (44-17), the Gainesville Re-
gional winner, in a best-of-3 series.

College of Charleston 4, Long Beach
State 2: Morgan Phillips’ sacrifice fly
drove in Ryan Welke with the tiebreaking
run in the fourth inning and the Cougars
beat the Dirtbags to win the Gainesville
Regional.

College of Charleston (44-17) advances
to the Super Regionals and will next face
Texas Tech.

Welke walked to open the fourth, and
moved to second when Ben Boykin was
hit by a pitch from Nick Sabo. The runners
advanced on Sabo’s wild pitch and Nick
Rosetta relieved and gave up Phillips’ fly
ball.

Texas 4, Texas A&M 1: Chad Holling-
sworth pitched a two-hitter, C.J. Hinojosa
had three hits and the Longhorns beat the

State won 4-2 and advances to the Super Regional round against Louisville.

Aggies to win the Houston Regional.

Hollingsworth (3-0), making his first
start this season, struck out three to send
the Longhorns (41-19) against Houston in
Austin, Texas for their first super regional
appearance since 2011.

Madison Carter, who had singled to start
the fourth, scored on an error to give the
Longhorns a 2-1 lead.

UC Irvine 4, Oregon State 2: Grant
Palmer singled home the go-ahead run in
the sixth inning and the Anteaters went on
to upset the No. 1 national-seeded Beavers
to win the Corvallis Regional.

UC Irvine (38-23) advances to the Super
Regional round for the fourth time in school
history, and will face Oklahoma State.

UC Irvine took the lead with two runs
on three hits in the sixth. Palmer singled
home Chris Rabago and Adam Alcantara
was hit by a pitch with the bases loaded.
The Anteaters added a run in the seventh.
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STANLEY CUP FINAL

Want a ticket deal, Rangers fans? Go to LA

By MasoN LEVINSON
Bloomberg News

NEW YORK — New Yorkers
can save money while watching
the Rangers play the Los Ange-
les Kings for the Stanley Cup by
packing their suitcases.

It would cost New York fans
less to fly to Los Angeles in two
days, rent a hotel room and buy
a resale ticket for Game 1 than it
would to purchase an averaged-
priced seat for Games 3, 4 or 6,
which will be at Madison Square

Garden in Manhattan, according
to secondary-market ticket ag-
gregator SeatGeek.

Game 1 of the best-of-seven se-
ries is in two days in Los Angeles,
asis Game 2 on June 7. The teams
then head to New York for the
next two meetings before alter-
nating cities if Games S through
7 are necessary.

“There’s a huge gap between
ticket prices in Los Angeles and
New York,” Connor Gregoire, a
spokesman for New York-based
SeatGeek, said in an email.

Now a King, Gaborik
to face former team

By LARRY LAGE
The Associated Press

The Stanley Cup finals will be a
coast-to-coast matchup featuring
teams within the nation’s largest
TV markets: New York and Los
Angeles.

It looks like a win-win deal for
the NHL.

The Rangers will draw a lot of
viewers tuning in to see if they
can win a championship for the
first time in two decades. The
Kings, meanwhile, have a shot to
win it all for the second time in
three seasons in what would be
an impressive feat because of the
league’s salary cap.

Here are 10 things to watch
when the puck drops Wednesday
night in Los Angeles:

Motivated Marian: The
Rangers traded Marian
Gaborik 14 months ago
to Columbus and now
they’ve got to face him as he’s
peaking. Gaborik has an NHL-
high 12 goals this postseason and
he ranks fourth with 19 points.
He had the tying goal midway
through the third period of Game
7 at Chicago, where the Kings
won in overtime.
Thanks, Columbus, Part
1I: Gaborik is not the only
former Blue Jackets play-
er in the series. Columbus
traded Jeff Carter to the Kings
two years ago. The Blue Jackets
sent Rick Nash to New York in the
summer of 2012. And they dealt
Derick Brassard and John Moore
to the Rangers last year.
Quick turnaround: Even
though the Rangers have
to hit the road to begin the
series, they should be the
fresher team. New York elimi-
nated Montreal last Thursday,
giving it almost a full week off
before Game 1. The Kings, mean-
while, played late Sunday night
in Chicago for their third Game
7 this postseason, traveled home
and may not have much time to
rest before the puck drops.
Call it a comeback: The
Kings might be the tough-
est team to knock out in
sports. They’re the only
NHL team to win three Game
7s on the road in one postseason;
the second to be 7-0 when facing
elimination in one postseason; the

fourth to rally from a 3-0 deficit
in a seven-round series; and they
didn’t have the lead against Chi-
cago in their latest decisive game
until winning in overtime.
Late lead usually safe:
The Rangers are 10-0 in
the postseason when lead-
ing after two periods.
Lucky No. 7s: The Kings
trio of Gaborik, Mike
Richards and Justin Wil-
liams are 7-0 in Game 7s
and Jonathan Quick is 4-0 in de-
cisive games. Williams has seven
goals and seven assists in Game
7s, passing Doug Gilmour’s NHL
record for points and tying Glen
Anderson for the most goals in
league history in Game 7s. Los
Angeles coach Darryl Sutter has
surged past Scotty Bowman and
Pat Burns for the most Game 7
victories — seven, naturally — in
his career. If Sutter steers Los
Angeles into another Game 7, it
will be his 11th behind a bench
to break a record shared by Mike
Keenan and Claude Julien.
Up the middle: The Kings
appear to have a clear ad-
vantage at center. They’ve
‘won 53 percent of faceoffs
in the playoffs, trailing only Bos-
ton statistically, while the Rang-
ers rank 12th out of the 16 playoff
teams. Los Angeles has a pair
of great centers, Anze Kopitar,
Jeff Carter, and two solid ones,
Jarret Stoll and Mike Richards.
The Rangers, hile, don’t

The average price paid for a re-
sale ticket to Game 3 in New York
is $1,626, more than twice the
$679 average for a ticket to Game
1 at the Staples Center.

Round-trip flights to the Los
Angeles area from Newark, N.J.,
listed on Travelocity.com, leav-
ing the morning of Game 1 and
returning the next day, begin at
$490.

The website offers a night at
the airport Crowne Plaza for
$69, meaning the total price for
a ticket, flight and hotel would

be $1,238. That’s $388 cheaper
than the average price paid for an
MSG ticket, which could be used
for cab fares and food.

The least expensive seat for
Game 1 is $495, while the cheap-
est for Game 3 in New York is
$1,087, according to SeatGeek.

The face value for tickets range
from $349 to $2,499 at Staples
Center and from $484 to $2,490
at MSG.

Games 3 and 4 at MSG are the
most expensive finals-opening
contests (meaning Games 1 and

appear to match up quite as well
at the pivotal position with Derek
Stepan, Brad Richards, Derick
Brassard and Dominic Moore.
Two-way blue liners: Los
Angeles and New York
each have a playmak-
ing defenseman. Drew
Doughty has four goals, 12 assists
and as many points (16) as he
had in the 2012 playoffs when he
helped the Kings hoist the Cup.
Ryan McDonagh leads the Rang-
ers with 10 assists and he’s tied
for the team lead with 13 points.
In the net: Quick and
Henrik Lundgvist are not
among the three finalists
for the Vezina Trophy, but
Quick won the Conn Smythe Tro-
phy as the MVP of the playoffs in
2012 when Los Angeles won its
first Stanley Cup and Lundqvist
was voted the league’s best goal-

Chuck Myers/MCT

Los Angeles Kings’ Marian Gaborik will face his former New York
Rangers teammates in the Stanley Cup finals. The Rangers traded
Gaborik to the Columbus Blue Jackets in 2012 and he wound up
in LA when the Jackets dealt the impending unrestricted free-agent
forward to the Kings at the trade deadline this season.

tender that same year. Quick is
giving up 2.86 goals a game this
postseason and that’s at least one
more goal than he gave up on av-
erage in the previous two postsea-
sons. Lundqvist is allowing just
two goals a game and he blanked
Montreal in Game 6 for his ninth
career shutout in the playoffs.
Last, not least: Both
teams roll four lines
of forwards and
when their final trio
is on the ice it is not necessarily
a break for the other team. Sutter
does not label his lines, but Rich-

ards appears to be his fourth-line
center and Trevor Lewis and Kyle
Clifford are usually on his wings.
Richards ranked fourth on the
team in points during the regu-
lar season and has chipped in
with eight points in the playoffs.
Moore centers New York’s fourth
line with Brian Boyle and Derek
Dorsett. Moore scored the only
goal in Game 6 to eliminate the
Canadiens and has three goals in
the playoffs after scoring just six
times in the regular season.

AP Sports Writers Greg Beacham and
Ira Podell contributed to this report.

2 at one venue or 3 and 4 at the
other) that SeatGeek has record-
ed since it began tracking the re-
sale market during the 2009-2010
NHL season.

The previous high was in Van-
couver for Games 1 and 2 in
2011, when ticket prices averaged
$858.

Game 4 is averaging $1,703,
higher than what was previously
the most expensive ticket to an
MSG event, the 12/12/12 Concert
for Sandy Relief that averaged
$1,026 a ticket.

Moment
is here for
Lundqvist

By BARBARA BARKER
Newsday

NEW YORK — This is Henrik
Lundgvist’s moment.

It’s the moment that eluded
him through his first eight NHL
seasons and seven failures in the
playoffs.

It’s the moment that looked as
if it might never come early this
season when the Rangers goal-
tender struggled to adjust to anew
system under offensive-minded
coach Alain Vigneault.

This is the moment when Lun-
dqvist can secure his legacy, his
place in the hearts of New York
sports fans, by helping the Rang-
ers bring home a Stanley Cup.

Lundqvist has two Olympic
medals and more wins than any
other goalie in Rangers history,
but he still needs to hoist that
Stanley Cup on his shoulders to
avoid being the Patrick Ewing
of the Rangers — a great player
who never gets his due because
he never won it all.

Marty Biron, who backed up
Lundgvist in goal for three sea-
sons and is working for the NHL
Network during the Stanley Cup
finals, thinks Lundgvist now has
a chance to end any discussion
about who is the best goalie to
play for the Rangers.

“Henrik is getting a chance to
move ahead of everybody,” Biron
said in a phone interview Mon-
day. “Everybody talks about Mike
Richter and Eddie Giacomin, but
mostly Richter. Even though Hen-
rik has beaten Richter’s record
(for franchise wins), Richter has
the Stanley Cup, and that will al-
ways put him up there at the top.
Henrik now has the chance to be
the Rangers’ No. 1.”

In April, a week before the start
of the playoffs, Lundqvist talked
about how winning the Cup was
the one great challenge he had
left. On Monday, it was clear that
Lundgvist is ready to get the se-
ries going against the Kings.

“I'm excited,” he said. “I defi-
nitely look forward to this.”

Lundgvist enters the Cup final
coming off a 1-0 shutout of the
Montreal Canadiens in Game 6 of
the Eastern Conference finals.
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STANLEY CUP FINAL

Showtime: Rangers face off with resilient Kings

FROM BACK PAGE

Before this year, no team that played
seven games in each of the first two
rounds had reached the finals. Now, both
clubs have done it. The Kings taking it
a step further with a trio of seven-game
series.

“When you knew you were playing
L.A., the adrenaline started coming a
little bit more,” Lundqvist said. “You've
been thinking about this ever since you
beat Montreal, but now knowing we’re
going to L.A,, it was easier to focus on
what’s coming.

“You just try to now come back to the
focus and mindset you had last week. It’s
been nice to get a little break here and
get away from it a little bit because it’s
been that intense.”

Both teams will be back to the grind on
Tuesday for media day, leading up to the
opener the following night.

The Rangers and Kings split two
games during the regular season — with
each team winning in the other club’s
building — but they haven’t seen each
other since Los Angeles’ 1-0 victory at
Madison Square Garden on Nov. 17.

New York opened with a five-game
Western road trip as final renovations
were being made at the Garden. Its only
win during that stretch was a 3-1 victory
at Los Angeles on Oct. 7 — a 28-save per-
formance by Lundqvist.

“Great goaltending. Great defense.
Great forwards. Great special teams,”
Kings coach Darryl Sutter provided as
a quick scouting report on the Rangers.
“We’re up against it again.”

The Rangers know that many, if not
most, in the hockey world aren’t giving
them much of a chance to win the Cup.
They neither mind nor embrace the role
of underdog.

They have heard it before, and have
just gone about their business.

“When you get into the NHL, you know
how hard it is to win,” forward Brad
Richards said. “The underdog thing and
the favorite thing really doesn’t mean
anything in the locker room. You have to
go out and play.”

New York needed seven games to get
past division rival Philadelphia in the
first round. The Rangers weren’t ex-
pected to beat Pittsburgh from the start,
and certainly not after they fell into a 3-1
series deficit.

Montreal was coming off a stirring
seven-game victory over defending East-
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Juuie Jacoeson/AP

The New York Rangers run through drills on Monday at their practice facility in
Greenburgh, N.Y., before heading to Los Angeles for Game 1 of the Stanley Cup

finals against the Kings on Wednesday.
By the numbers

7

The number of
games won by
the Los Angeles
Kings this playoff
season when facing
elimination.

20

Number of years
since the New York
Rangers won the
Stanley Cup. The
Rangers defeated
Vancouver in 1994.

0

The number of
games the N.Y.
Rangers have lost
this postseason
when having the lead
after two periods.

SOURCE: The Associated Press

ern Conference champion Boston, so
odds makers favored the Canadiens in
their matchup against New York, too.

But here the Rangers are as the last
team standing.

“To put it quite simply, we’re up against
the team that won the Stanley Cup two
years ago and just beat the defending
Stanley Cup champions. That, without a
doubt, is battle-tested,” Rangers coach
Alain Vigneault said. “We know exactly
what we have to do. If we want to have a
chance, we’re going to have to bring our
best hockey of the year. It’s as simple as
that.”

“We’ve had a couple of good practices,
we're going to have another good one
tomorrow, and we’re going to be ready
come Wednesday.”

He added one more thing as he left the

Stanley Cup finals: Game 1
New York Rangers at Los Angeles
FN-Sports
2 a.m. Thursday CET
9 a.m. Thursday JKT

media interview tent while wearing his
sandals, to go prepare for a cross-coun-
try flight.

“Bring your shorts,” he said.

Series at a glance

A capsule look at the Stanley Cup finals between the
New York Rangers and the Los Angeles Kings:

m SO FAR: New York beat Philadelphia in seven
games, rallied from a 3-1 deficit to eliminate Pittsburgh
and got past Montreal in six games. The Kings rallied
from 0-3 to beat San Jose, had a 3-2 deficit before
winning two straight against Anaheim and won Game
7 in overtime at Chicago to eliminate the defending
champions.

W SEASON SERIES: Tied 1-1. It has been nearly
seven months since these teams played. Brad Richards
scored twice and Henrik Lundqvist made 28 saves and
Ryan McDonagh scored a short-handed goal in the third
period to help the Rangers win 3-1 at Los Angeles in
October. Tyler Toffoli scored the only goal and Jonathan
Quick’s previous backup, Ben Scrivens, shut out New
York 1-0 in November on the road.

W STORY LINE: The Kings are expected to hoist the
Stanley Cup for the second time in three years in part
because they've proven to be as resilient as any team in
any sport. Los Angeles is the first team in league history
to win three Game 7s on the road in one postseason,
a run that it started by becoming just the fourth NHL
team to win a best-of-seven series after losing the first
three games. The Rangers turned a good regular sea-
son into their greatest stretch of success in the playoffs
since winning the Cup in 1994
by rolling four lines and playing
good defense in front of a great
goaltender. New York might not [
be favored, but its team can win
any game or series with a trio
such as Lundaqvist, defenseman |-
Ryan McDonagh and winger |
Martin St. Louis.

® NEW YORK'S KEY PLAY-
ER: McDonagh. The two-way
blue-liner is playing the best
hockey of his career, leading
the Rangers with 10 points this
postseason and tying St. Louis
and Derek Stepan for the team
lead with 13 points. The pride
of St. Paul, Minn., proved he be-
longed on the ice with the best
hockey players in the world at
the Olympics.

W LA'S KEY PLAYER: Jeff
Carter. He bounced around a
bit, getting traded in 2012 and
2011. Los Angeles is thankful
he landed on its team. Carter
has nine goals (trailing only Marian
Gaborik's 12 in the NHL this postseason) and 22 points
(behind just Kopitar's 24) in 21 games. He did not always
play up to his potential with the Flyers or for Columbus,
but is producing a lot in the playoffs.

W SCHEDULE: Game 1: Wednesday at Los Angeles;
Game 2: Saturday at Los Angeles; Game 3: June 9 at
New York; Game 4: June 11 at New York; x-Game 5:
June 13 at Los Angeles; x-Game 6: June 16 at New York;
x-Game 7 at Los Angeles (x-if necessary).

® PREDICTION: Kings in 6.

— Larry Lage, Associated Press
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Shae Simmons after he earned his first save Sunday against Miam

Joe SkipPER/AP

Atlanta Braves catcher Evan Gattis, left, congratulates relief pitcher

Simmons, LaStella
give Braves bhoost

Rookie reliever, 2B ready for home debuts

By CHARLES Opum
The Associated Press

ATLANTA — The Braves re-
ceived a needed boost from two
players recalled from the minors
last week.

Now Tommy La Stella and Shae
Simmons are set for their home
debuts.

Atlanta opened a two-game
series with Seattle on Tuesday
night. The starting second base-
man was expected to be La Stella,
who had back-to-back two-hit
games in the Braves’ weekend
sweep at Miami.

The Braves also have a new
power arm in their bullpen. Sim-
mons, fresh from Double-A Mis-
sissippi, recorded a key out on
Saturday. The right-hander then
earned his first save on Sunday
when closer Craig Kimbrel need-
ed arest.

General manager Frank Wren
said Simmons, 23, filled a void left
with right-hander Jordan Walden
on the 15-day disabled list with a
hamstring injury.

Walden “was exceptional in
April,” Wren told The Associated
Press on Monday. “He gives us
that solid end of the game guy, to
be able to bridge to Kimbrel, and
we were missing that. We think
Simmons can do some of that.”

Simmons left Miami with two
game balls and valuable experi-
ence. He survived two hits and a
walk to earn the save in Sunday’s
4-2 win over the Marlins.

“Now that it’s over with, I can
kind of ease my mind,” Simmons
said. “I got through my first cou-
ple of appearances OK. Hopeful-
ly I just continue to work and get
better from here.”

Catcher Evan Gattis said Sim-
mons wasn’t rattled in his first
two pressure situations.

“He showed good composure,”
Gattis said. “He didn’t seem to get
too shaken up. I think it was good
that he was in that high-pressure
situation (Saturday). I think that
helped.”

The clutch production from

La Stella, 25, and Simmons was
especially important after the
Braves lost four straight to the
Red Sox. The three-game sweep
of the Marlins kept the Braves in
first place in the NL East before
an off day on Monday.

“Both of them were brought up
at a time when we had a need and
they have performed quite well in
getting their first taste of the big
leagues,” Wren said.

The Braves tried Dan Uggla,
Ramiro Pena and Tyler Pastor-
nicky at second base before final-
ly calling up La Stella, who was
promoted from Triple-A Gwin-
nett. He had two hits in his debut
on Wednesday at Boston and is
hitting .400 through his first five
games.

La Stella’s promotion led to
renewed speculation the Braves
might try to trade Uggla, who is
hitting only .176. Wren insists the
La Stella move and Uggla’s status
are “mutually exclusive.”

“They don’t impact each other,”
Wren said. “What we’re looking
for is a spark out of that position,
wherever that comes from and
however that comes about.

“InDanny’s case, we would love
for him to get something going,
but at the same time we’ll contin-
ue to play like we’re playing.”

La Stella likely will remain the
starter as long as he provides a
steady influence on alineup which
otherwise has been too reliant on
all-or-nothing big swings.

“We feel like he gives an added
dimension offensively that we
need and that’s plate discipline
and putting the ball in play,”
Wren said. “He seems to fit well
in the lineup.”

‘Wren said Pastornicky, who was
optioned to Gwinnett, needs regu-
lar playing time following a sea-
son-ending knee injury in 2013.

“Tyler really has missed a lot of
time,” Wren said. “He missed two
months at the end of last season
with the ACL and missed most of
spring training. We just felt it was
in his best interest to go down and
play regularly.”
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Roundup

Tribe end
Red Sox’s
streak at 7

The Associated Press

CLEVELAND — Justin Masterson
found the strike zone after a rocky start
and pitched seven scoreless innings as the
Cleveland Indians ended Boston’s seven-
game winning streak with a 3-2 victory
over the Red Sox on Monday night.

Masterson (3-4) walked four in the first
three innings, but settled in and won for
the first time in five starts. He allowed just
three singles and struck out a season-high
10.

Lonnie Chisenhall hit a two-run single
in the first off John Lackey (6-4) as the In-
dians won their fourth straight.

Xander Bogaerts hit a two-run homer
in the Boston eighth off Bryan Shaw. Cody
Allen worked the ninth for his fourth save.

Red Sox shortstop Stephen Drew went 0-
for-2 with a walk in his season debut. He
re-signed as a free agent last month.

Boston outfielder Grady Sizemore went
0-for-4 — he popped up for the final out —
in his return to Cleveland. He was a three-
time All-Star in nearly eight seasons with
the Indians.

Mets 11, Phillies 2: Wilmer Flores hit
a grand slam and drove in a career-high
six runs, Bartolo Colon threw seven-plus
sharp innings and visiting New York beat
Philadelphia in a makeup from an April
rainout.

The Mets took four of five from the Phil-
lies and are 9-1 in Citizens Bank Park, dat-
ing to last season.

Pirates 10, Padres 3: Jordy Mercer
homered and matched a career high with
four of visiting Pittsburgh’s 16 hits in a
romp over San Diego.

Neil Walker added three hits and three
RBIs, and Josh Harrison also had three
hits to help the Pirates win for the ninth
time in 13 games.

Dodgers 5, White Sox 2: Clayton Ker-
shaw shrugged off a two-run homer by Jose
Abreu in the rookie’s return from the dis-
abled list, pitching Los Angeles past Chi-
cago for his first home win of the season.

Justin Turner’s two-run single keyed
a five-run sixth inning in which all the
Dodgers’ runs were unearned.

Brewers 6, Twins 2: Matt Garza took a
shutout into the seventh inning and Mark
Reynolds hit a two-run homer, sending
host Milwaukee past Minnesota.

Garza (3-4) scattered six hits over 65
scoreless innings against the team that
brought him to the big leagues in 2006. The
right-hander struck out eight and walked
two for his first win since May S.

Royals 6, Cardinals O: Danny Duffy
worked six innings of one-hit ball and Alex
Gordon homered to start a three-run sev-
enth for visiting Kansas City in a victory
over suddenly punchless St. Louis.

The Royals had just two singles off Shel-
by Miller (6-5) in a scoreless game before
they opened the seventh with four straight
hits.

Marlins 3, Rays 1: Randy Wolf pitched
six innings for his first victory since 2012,
and host Miami handed Tampa Bay its sev-
enth consecutive loss.

The 37-year-old Wolf (1-1), making a
comeback from the second Tommy John
surgery of his career, allowed three hits
and one run. He struck out seven, walked
one and won for the first time since he
pitched Baltimore past Tampa Bay on
Sept. 13, 2012.

Kathy Kmonicex/AP

Seattle’s Felix Hernandez won his fifth straight start Monday in New York, giving up two runs on eight hits. He struck out eight.

Mariners rally past Yank

Cano booed in return to New York

By HowiE RUMBERG
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Kyle Seager was so
locked in Monday night he had no idea
Derek Jeter nearly caught his short fly
down the left-field line on a carom until he
was safe on third with a triple.

Seager had another triple, a home run
and a double in a rare feat not seen in more
than 40 years, leading Felix Hernandez
and the Seattle Mariners past the New
York Yankees 10-2.

“It was a weird play,” Seager said of the
triple in the fourth inning. “I basically just
kept running.”

Hernandez (8-1) won his fifth straight
start to match a career high. The Mariners
broke open a game of odd bounces with a
four-run seventh inning, and Seager hit a
three-run drive in the ninth.

Robinson Cano was again relentlessly
booed by Yankees fans, this time in a
makeup of a game washed out April 30. In
the lineup after sitting four straight with
a bruised left hand, he went 1-for-3 with
two walks. The former New York second
baseman drew a mocking cheer when he
was caught too far off first by David Phelps
a-3)

The durable Cano said he was a little
scared at first returning from the injury.

By the fourth time up, he was fine.

“Hopefully we come tomorrow with no
pain,” said Cano, who had not missed four
games in a season since 2006.

Seattle, which won at Yankee Stadium on
April 29 and May 1, took all three games in
New York for the first time since sweep-
ing three in 2002. The Mariners have won
three straight overall.

Seager became the first major leaguer to
hit two triples and at least one homer and
one double since Hal Breeden for Montre-
alin 1973, STATS said. The last AL player
to do it was Hoot Evers for Detroit in 1950.

“That’s definitely a special one,” Seager
said. “That’s definitely one I'll remember,
for sure.”

The Yankees missed Hernandez in April
because of the rainout and they certainly
wished they had not faced the Mariners’
ace Monday. King Felix has been on quite
aroll.

The 2010 AL Cy Young Award winner
has notlost in nine starts dating to April 21.
He was touched for two runs in the fourth
when he kicked out his foot and redirected
Ichiro Suzuki’s grounder up the middle for
a two-run single.

Hernandez gave up eight hits and two
runs in seven innings. He struck out eight
without allowing a walk. Hernandez last
won five starts in a row in 2009.

Kathy Kmonicek/AP

Seattle’s Robinson Cano, left, greets Kyle
Seager at home plate after Seager hit a
three-run home run off Yankees reliever
Alfredo Aceves in the ninth inning.
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Oden eager for chance

to hoist ‘other trophy

By Tim REYNOLDS
The Associated Press

MIAMI — It’s become a tradition. When
the Miami Heat win an Eastern Confer-
ence championship, managing general
partner Micky Arison accepts the trophy
and quickly hands it to someone who hasn’t
experienced that moment before.

In 2012, it was Norris Cole.

Last year, it was Chris Andersen.

This time, the moment went to Greg
Oden.

Seven years after entering the league
amid great fanfare and expectation, Oden
— the No. 1 pick in the 2007 draft before
knee injuries derailed his career — is
heading to the NBA Finals for the first
time. He grinned while holding the trophy
throughout the celebration after the East
finals were over, posing with it alongside
tennis stars Serena Williams and Caroline
‘Wozniacki, then retreated to the Heat lock-
er room to dance with teammates.

“I was happy,” Oden said. “I've never
been here before, never won that before.
So it was just an enjoyable night, and now
it’s time to go get the other trophy.”

That other trophy is the Larry O’Brien
Trophy, presented to the NBA champion.
The Heat and San Antonio Spurs will start
vying for it when the NBA Finals begin in
Texas on Thursday night, a rematch of last
year’s seven-game series that ended with
LeBron James, Chris Bosh and Dwyane
Wade celebrating their second straight
championship as Miami teammates.

“Those guys are definitely going for
their legacy,” Oden said. “I'm trying to get
one. They’ve already got one. I'm just try-
ing to get this first one. So I don’t care if it’s
their third or sixth — as long as I get one,
I'm happy.”

Arison said he loved the joy that the East-
title moment brought to Oden. Teammates
noticed as well, and while all the first-time
East champions like Toney Douglas, Mi-
chael Beasley and Justin Hamilton also
reveled in the accomplishment, some Heat
players thought it was especially fitting
that Oden held the trophy after all he’s gone

Briefs

Scoreboard

Finals
Miami vs. San Antonio
(Best-of-7; X-I' necessary)
Thursday at San Antoni
day: at San A tonio.

day: at Mia
Thursday, June 12: at Mia
x-Sunday, san Antonlo
e Tuasay, ame 17: 3t Wi
X-Friday, June 20: at San Antonio

through health-wise since turning pro.

“That’s what we're all about, man,”
James said. “That was big-time. We kind
of just sat in the back and let the guys who
haven’t been a part of this kind of enjoy it.
Like I said, we didn’t take it for granted.
We were very excited about it.”

There’s an irony in that the Spurs and
the Heat are the last two teams standing
this season.

Both were in the mix to land Oden last
summer, and the Spurs made a compelling
argument that nearly tipped the scales in
their favor.

Oden was attracted to the idea of learn-
ing from Tim Duncan, the San Antonio star
who is widely considered one of the best
power forwards to ever play the game. The
notion of playing for Spurs coach Gregg
Popovich also appealed to Oden.

In the end, Oden picked the place where
he figured he would have the best chance
of winning a championship.

“If we win, I guess it was the right place,”
Oden said.

How much Oden plays in this series
is anyone’s guess. He played the last 42
minutes of the Game 6 blowout win that
clinched the East title against Indiana, his
only appearance in this postseason.

Oden played in 23 regular-season games
with Miami, and wasn’t in either of the
two matchups against San Antonio. This
season was difficult for Oden, who worked
diligently to get his knees right, then was
bothered in the final month before the
playoffs by an unrelated back issue.

He said he’s ready to go if Heat coach
Erik Spoelstra needs him.

b

Wiwrreno Lee/AP

The Heat’s Greg Oden lifts the Eastern Conference championship trophy Friday. After
years of injuries derailed his career, Oden is happy to be part of a Finals team.

“I want to win the Finals,” Oden said.
“I'm here. Later on down the line, nobody
is going to remember who lost. They’re
only going to remember the champion. So
that’s the No. 1 thing.”

Oden confessed that he has allowed him-
self to daydream about what the moment
with “the other trophy” would be like.

Four more wins, and that dream be-

comes reality.

“I'd mean we're the champions of the
world, the best basketball team this year,”
Oden said. “That’s what it’s about, playing
your best basketball when this time comes,
who the best team is. I'm part of this team
and that’s what they brought me here for,
to help get another ring. I'm just happy to
be a part of it.”

Knicks’ Jackson fined for tampering with Fisher

The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Knicks Presi-
dent Phil Jackson has been fined
$25,000 by the NBA for a tamper-
ing violation involving veteran
guard Derek Fisher.

Jackson told reporters last
week that Fisher is “on my list of
guys that could be very good can-
didates” to coach the Knicks next
season. Because Fisher is under
contract with the Oklahoma City
Thunder, that was deemed to be
in violation of league rules.

The Thunder were eliminated
from the Western Conference
finals on Saturday night. Fisher
is widely expected to retire and
told reporters after Oklahoma
City’s season ended that he plans
to have conversations with teams
about his future at some point.

Fisher just completed his 18th
season. He played under Jackson
with the Los Angeles Lakers, and
helped that franchise win five
NBA titles.

Noah tops all-defensive
team votes; George 2nd

Chicago’s Joakim Noah and
Indiana’s Paul George received
the most votes on this year’s
NBA all-defensive team, released
Monday.

Less than two months after a
landslide victory in balloting for
the league’s defensive player of the
year, Noah was the only player to
receive more than 100 first-team
votes and earn more than 200
points for the team. Noah received
105 of 123 possible votes, while

George had 65 votes. The rest of
the first team consisted of Clippers
guard Chris Paul, Oklahoma City
forward Serge Ibaka and Golden
State swingman Andre Iguodala.

It’s the second consecutive
year Noah was chosen to the first
team.

Four-time league MVP LeBron
James and defensive player of the
year runner-up Roy Hibbert were
both on the second team.

Noah dominated on the de-
fensive end this season, joining
Andre Drummond of Detroit and
Anthony Davis of New Orleans
as the only players in the league
to average at least 10.0 rebounds,
1.5 blocks and 1.2 steals. Noah
finished sixth in the league in
rebounding (11.3), 12th in blocks
(1.51) and helped the Bulls hold
opponents to 43.0 percent field

goal shooting, the second-best
mark in the league. He also had
1.24 steals per game.

George, widely considered one
of the league’s best two-way play-
ers at age 24, finished fifth in the
league in steals (1.89) and was
the only player to average at least
6.5 rebounds and 1.8 steals.

Seattle still hopeful
of landing team

SEATTLE — Steve Ballmer’s
departure from the group looking
to bring the NBA back to Seattle
isn’t derailing lead investor Chris
Hansen’s hopes of getting a team
back in the region.

Hansen told The Associated
Press on Monday that he is con-
fident he’ll be able to find inves-

tors to take Ballmer’s place in his
group that is trying to build a new
arena and last year nearly bought
and moved the Sacramento Kings
to Seattle. Hansen is the majority
investor, but said it would likely
take more than one person to re-
place Ballmer’s investment.

Seattle’s hopes seemed to take
a blow last week when Ballmer
agreed to buy the Los Angeles
Clippers for $2 billion. Among
other things, it raised questions
about whether Ballmer’s deci-
sion should be taken as a sign that
Seattle’s hopes of getting a fran-
chise are dwindling.

In other NBA news:

® A person with knowledge of
the talks said the Detroit Pistons
and Jeff Bower are nearing an
agreement that would make him
the team’s general manager.
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Bills’ Dareus faces
drag racing charges

The Associated Press

ORCHARD PARK, NY. —
Buffalo Bills’ defensive lineman
Marcell Dareus faces drag rac-
ing, reckless endangerment and
other charges after police say the
24-year-old crashed his Jaguar
into a tree.

Police in the Buffalo suburb
of Hamburg say Dareus was ar-
raigned Monday and released
without bail pending a June 17 re-
turn date. The name of his lawyer
‘wasn’t initially available.

Dareus wasn’t present Tuesday
for the start of Bills’ practice, after
which Coach Doug Marrone was
expected to address the arrest.

Police say they were respond-
ing to a complaint of two cars rac-
ing Friday afternoon when they
learned one of the cars, driven by
Dareus, had run off the road and
hit a tree.

Last month, Dareus was
charged in his home state of
Alabama with possession of syn-
thetic marijuana and drug para-
phernalia. He called it a youthful
mistake.

Marino joins concussion
lawsuit against NFL
PHILADELPHIA — Hall of

Fame quarterback Dan Marino is
among the latest group of football

A team spokesman confirmed
Irvin’s surgery on Monday but
had no details of what the surgery
repaired.

Irvin started all 12 games last
season after serving a four-game
suspension at the start. The for-
mer first-round pick had 40 tack-
les, two sacks and an interception
while making the transition from
defensive end to outside lineback-
er. Irvin started Seattle’s first two
playoff games but did not start in
the Super Bowl.

NHL reduces Carcillo’s
suspension to 6 games

NEW YORK — NHL Com-
missioner Gary Bettman has cut
Daniel Carcillo’s suspension from
10 games to six, meaning the New
York Rangers enforcer could play
in the Stanley Cup finals should
the club elect to return him to the
lineup.

The commissioner made the
change Tuesday after holding a
hearing with Carcillo on Friday.

Carcillo was suspended on May
23 after he appeared to twice
elbow linesman Scott Driscoll,
who was trying to keep Carcillo
away from a fight, during Game 3
of the Eastern Conference finals.
The original ban would have kept
him letely out of the Cup fi-

players to file a -re-
lated lawsuit against the National
Football League.

The 52-year-old former Miami
Dolphins quarterback is one of 15
former players who filed a lawsuit
in federal court in Philadelphia
last week.

Marino and the other 14 plain-
tiffs join more than 4,800 others
‘who have alleged the NFL misled
players about the long-term dan-
gers of concussions. The NFL has
denied those claims.

The lawsuit doesn’t specify any
medical problems suffered by
the plaintiffs including Marino,
who retired in 1999. It seeks un-
specified damages and medical
monitoring.

The NFL and the original group
of players agreed on a $765 mil-
lion settlement last August. But
the settlement was rejected by a
federal judge in January.

In other NFL news:

® The Saints and Jonathan
Goodwin have agreed to terms on
a contract bringing the veteran
center back to New Orleans, a
person familiar with the negotia-
tions said Tuesday.

Goodwin was expected to sign
the one-year contract, worth
$955,000, on Tuesday and take
part in a voluntary non-contact
practices this week, said the per-
son, who spoke to The Associated
Press on condition of anonymity
because the deal had not been
announced.

W Seattle Seahawks lineback-
er Bruce Irvin has undergone
hip surgery, but the team has no
timetable on his return.

nals, even if the series goes the
full seven games.

Now Carcillo, who has already
served three games, is eligible to
play in Game 4.

Carcillo was originally pun-
ished under Rule 40.3 for delib-
erately applying physical force
to an official, which carries a
suspension of at least 10 games.
However, Bettman decided that
“Carcillo’s actions were more ap-
propriately deemed a violation of
Rule 40.4 for deliberately apply-
ing physical force to an official for
the sole purpose of getting free of
such official during or immedi-
ately following an altercation.”

Beckham would
consider a comeback

LONDON — David Beckham
says he might come out of retire-
ment and play soccer again.

The former England captain,
who retired last year after a final
stint at Paris Saint-Germain, said
in a BBC documentary he had “a
tough time” after hanging up his
cleats and is tempted to come out
of retirement.

The 39-year-old Beckham,
who is trying to launch a Major
League Soccer team and build a
stadium in Miami, said “there’s
never been a player-owner, but
maybe?”

Beckham traveled 800 miles
into the Amazon rainforest for
12 days to make the documen-
tary which will be broadcast on
Monday.

MicueL EuLer/AP

Maria Sharapova returns the ball to Garbine Muguruza during their quarterfinal match Tuesday in Paris.
Sharapova won 1-6, 7-5, 6-1 to advance to the semifinals for the fourth straight year.

Sharapova, Djokovic move on

By CHRIS LEHOURITES
The Associated Press

PARIS — Maria Sharapova
needed a set to get going, and
once she got going, she couldn’t
be stopped.

The seventh-seeded Russian
advanced to the semifinals of
the French Open for the fourth
straight year, rallying to beat
Garbine Muguruza of Spain 1-6,
7-5, 6-1 Tuesday.

It’s the second straight match
in which Sharapova lost the first
set but completely controlled
the third. Against Muguruza,
Sharapova won nine of the last
10 games. In the previous round
against Samantha Stosur, she
won the last nine.

“When you just don’t feel like
anything is going your way, you
want to try to find a little door
to get into,” Sharapova said. “It’s
always that little part that’s the
toughest.”

Sharapova lost in the semifi-
nals at Roland Garros in 2011,
then won the title a year later to
complete a career Grand Slam.
She lost in last year’s final to Ser-
ena Williams.

“It was so tough losing in the
final last year, being the defend-
ing champion,” Sharapova said.
“This year, to come back, I have
the extra motivation to go further,
and to be back on (this) stage is a
really nice feeling.”

Sharapova will face Eugenie
Bouchard in the semifinals. The
18th-seeded Canadian beat Carla
Suarez Navarro of Spain 7-6 (4),
2-6,7-5.

Bouchard is playing in only her
fifth Grand Slam tournament,
but she is already into her second
major semifinal. She also reached
the last four at the Australian
Open in January.

MicHEL SPINGLER/AP

Novak Djokovic advanced to
the semifinals with a win over
Milos Raonic, 7-5, 7-6(5),6-4.
Djokovic is looking to complete
a career Grand Slam with a win
at the French Open.

Muguruza, who was playing in
a Grand Slam quarterfinal for the
first time in her career, eliminat-
ed Williams in the second round.

“The younger generation is
ambitious,” said Sharapova, who
beat Bouchard in the second
round at the French Open last
year. “That’s why they are in
these stages of the tournament.”

On another overcast day at Ro-
land Garros, Sharapova quickly
fell behind 4-0, losing 15 of the
first 20 points. But she then
started to land her shots, and her
serves, with more consistency.

Sharapova finally held her
serve in the fifth game, but she
was broken again, this time at
love, to lose the first set.

“Ididn’t do much in the first set
to hurt her. She was doing many
things well,” Sharapova said. “I

Scoreboard

Tuesday
At Stade Ruland Garros

Purse: $34.12 n (Grand Slam)
Surface: Bla{ -Outdoor
M

Quai
Novak Diokovie S Sarbia, def. Milos
Raomc (8), Canada, 7-5, 7-6 (5), 6-4.
Ernests Gulbis (18), Latvia, def. Tomas
Berdych (6), Czech | Republic, 63, 6:2,6-4.

Maria Sharapova (7)
Garbine Muguruza, Spain,

Eagorns Bouchardl (85, Canada
Garla Suarez Navarro (i4), Spain, %5 @

Russ\a, def

Dollbles

Andrey. Golubev Kazakhstan and
samuel Groth, Australia, def. Lukasz
Kubot, Poland and Robert Lindstedt (9)
Sweden, 6- -

Su-Wei Hsieh, Ta|wan and Pen, Shua\
(1), China, def. Cara Black, Zlm a we,
and Sania Mirza (5) Indla.

Sara Errani, Italy G ROberta Vine: (2)
italy, def. Ashleigh Barty, Australia, and
Casey Dellamua%) Austraha 6-0,6:1.

Varoslava Shvedoua, Kazakhstan, and
Bruno Soares (3), Brazil, def. Kristina
Mladenovic, France, and Daniel Nestor
(5), Canada, 6-3, 1-6, 10-3.

Anna-Lena
and Jean-Juiien Rojer, Netherlands, def.
Arantxa Parra Santonia, Spain, and san-
tiago Gonzalez, Mexico, 6-2, 6-4.

Groenefeld, Germany,

still had a fair bit of time to change
things around. Little by little, I
started playing a bit better.”

On the men’s side Novak
Djokovic advanced to the semifi-
nals for the sixth time in his ca-
reer, and he’ll be looking for only
his second win at that stage.

The second-seeded Serb beat
eighth-seeded Milos Raonic of
Canada 7-5, 7-6 (5), 6-4 Tuesday.

Djokovic is a six-time major
champion, but he still needs to
win the French Open to complete
a career Grand Slam.

Ernests Gulbis, seeded 18th,
advanced to his first Grand Slam
semifinal, beating sixth-seeded
Tomas Berdych 6-3, 6-2, 6-4.



STARS AND STRIPES Wedr

day, June 4,2014 3.

Semi tough

Sharapova overcomes slow start
reach French Open semis | Page 30
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STANLEY CUP FINALS

‘... We’re up against the team that won the
Stanley Cup two years ago and just beat the
defending Stanley Cup champions, that with-
out a doubt, is battle-tested. ... If we want to
have a chance, we have to bring out best hockey

of the year. ?

Alain Vigneault
New York Rangers coach

By Ira PopELL
The Associated Press

GREENBURGH, N.Y.

enrik  Lundqvist  had
his game-day face on at
practice.

He still smiled and an-

swered all the questions thrown at him
Monday about the Los Angeles Kings
— the New York Rangers’ long-awaited

opponent in the Stanley Cup finals.
“Exciting. Long flight,” the star goalie
said Monday before he and his teammates
headed to California for New
York’s first appearance in the
finals since winning the title
in 1994. “East Coast-West
Coast. I'll ook forward to

this matchup.”

If there wasn't al-
ready enough
pressure  on

DN

Lundgvist
to lead

Goalie Henrik
Lundqvist has put up
Conn Smythe Trophy-
type numbers in
guiding the Rangers
to the Stanley Cup
finals for the first
time in his nine-
year career.

Davio PokRress,
Newspay/MCT

It's showtime

King Henrik leads the Rangers
into LA for first final in 20 years

his team to the championship, he is now part of the hype
machine heading into Game 1 on Wednesday.

Headlines are screaming: “King Henrik vs. the Kings.”

“Clever,” he said with a slight laugh.

The Rangers have been waiting since Thursday to find out
if they would face the 2012 Stanley Cup-winning Kings or
the defending champion Chicago Blackhawks in the finals.

They took two days off before returning to practice on
Sunday. Most of the players said they watched at least part
of Los Angeles’ third road Game 7 win of this playoff year
that night.

So practice on Monday had a bit more focus for the Rangers
as they knew exactly who was standing in their way next.

“Any team you play at this time of year is a good hockey
team, especially a team that has kind of been around the
playoffs and the Stanley Cup finals a couple of times in the
last few years,” forward Derek Stepan said. “This is a very
good hockey club. We have a tough challenge in front of us.”
The Kings returned to Los Angeles after their 5-4

come-from-behind over-

time win at Chicago

and took Monday off.

They have played a re-

cord 21 playoff games

before the finals — one

more than the Rangers,

who eliminated the Montreal

Canadiens in six games during the
Eastern Conference finals.

SEE SHOWTIME ON PAGE 27
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